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Willamette Valley Miners  

Upcoming Events: 

 
January 20th, 2018 Clean-up Workshop 
February 8th-Demonstration at the State Capitol 
February 17th-Metal detecting outing  
 

 
 

 
 
Hello all—Tonight's meeting was called to order by 
Pres. Jim P. who then led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
There were 28 members and one visitor in attendance 
this evening as per the sign-in sheet. Sadly we report the 
loss of yet another of our members. Art Leppin passed 
away on November 6th. He was always there to help us 
out at the Rickreall show and we will miss seeing him 
sitting in his easy chair at our meetings. Thank you 
“Cookie Crew” for tonight's treats and Mike K. and I are 
on tap for January's meeting. 
 
Rick S. gave his Treasurer's report on the finances for 
the month of October. With four new members joining 
last month we now have 139 people in our ranks. How-
ard C. made the motion to approve the report as read, 
Mike K. made the second, and it was passed by vote. 
 
The Secretary's minutes for last month (mis-spelled 
words and all) received a motion to accept as printed by 
Joe G., a second from Claudia W., and was passed by 
vote. 
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For the Claims report Larry C. said that the 
logging activity near Dry Gulch has made 
for some very muddy road conditions in 
accessing the claim. He asked that we be 
respectful and on the look-out for the log-
gers while they are working there on the 
hill above the claim. Claudia said when she 
was there they were very accommodating 
about moving their equipment out of the 
way to let her get through. So just be care-
ful if you are planning to go there. 
 
For Government Affairs, Tom Q. related 
that there was a meeting in Portland recent-
ly with the DEQ and the DSL. Senate bill 3 
has created an issue with DEQ's 700 suc-
tion dredge permit and DSL's general au-
thorization permit, now they have to struc-
ture their permits around the SB-3 re-
strictions. They will be using ODFW's new 
water listing map to regulate the ESH 
streams. If you want to know if you are in 
an ESH area go to that map, click on the 
spot where you want to mine and those 
GPS co-ordinates will come up. You will 
use those co-ordinates on your permit ap-
plications. Then they use an overlay map 
to see if you will be in the “upper or low-
er” reaches of a stream. That will de-
termine if you are issued a permit or 
not. (I hope I got that right). He also 
told us about a new stream issue to 
deal with. It's called Outstanding Re-
source Waters of Oregon. Back in 
1991 the Environmental Quality Com-
mission adopted an anti-degradation 
of water quality standard that involves 
a lot of different criteria including 
color and clarity of the water, habitat 
for Coho salmon, rare wet-land plant 
species, other fish and wildlife, etc. 
The North Fork of the Smith River is 

on the ORWO list for the above plus 
“unique recreational opportunities”, 
particularly, white- water rafting and 
kayaking! We can only guess who got 
that put in there. Tom also suggested 
that we read Oregon Statute 468-B 
and be sure to read Senate bill 3 so 
you know the rules and know where 
you stand. Remember to keep writing 
to your Senators and voice your con-
cerns. 
 
Upcoming Events will be as follows. 
January 20th will be a workshop/clean
-up/pot-luck starting at 10:00 AM 
Bring your concentrates or black 
beach sand and you can clean them up 
here. This a chance for our new mem-
bers to see how it's done and the use 
of different pieces of equipment. 
Meet at the Perkey's house at 5724 
Aetna St. S.E. You can call Jim or 
Patti at 503-390-7327 for further infor-
mation. On February 8th, we will 
have a low-key demonstration at the 
State Capitol building. We want the 
“powers that be” to know that we 
miners are still here. So, bring your 
gold pan and maybe have the oppor-
tunity to speak to a Legislator or two. 
If you have questions call Mike H. at 
503-502-2382. On February 17th is 
metal detecting at Cascade Gateway 
Park on Turner Rd. S.E. starting at 
10:00a.m. Contact Jim P. at 503-390-
7327. 
Well folks, at this year’s election of 
new Officers for 2018 there were no 
surprises. You'll be looking at the 
same old faces. Yep, that's right, same 
ole', same ole'. 
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This is all there is for this year, but I want to wish each and every one of you a 
very Merry Christmas and wonderful New Year. Patti. 
 
P.S.-Just learned that member Joyce W. has had a medical emergency, but she 
is doing better. Let’s keep her in our thoughts. Get well soon, Joyce.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Address  change: 2375 Madison 
 St NE 
 
 



 

 

WVM Supporting 
Staff & Event Leaders 

Government Affairs 

Mike Hunter 
503-502-2382 
 
Claims Committee 

• Larry Coons 

• Howard Conner 

• Clifford Boren 

• George Crutcher 
 
Events & Outings 
See  Events Calendar 
Howard Conner 
503-399-0292 
Connerhoward365@gmail.com 

 
Website 
Jeff Farrand 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Amy Goulter-Allen 
503-983-1995 
littlebiscuit_2000@yahoo.com 
 
You’re invited to include arti-
cles, classified ads, promotional 
notes, and/or advertisements 
and pictures of events.  Remem-
ber to have all newsletter mate-
rial sent to me by the 25th of 
each month.  Thanks! 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
for event leaders in this 
issue: 
 
Mike Hunter  503-502-2382 
 
Jim Perkey  503-390-7327 
 
Don Esch 503-884-2501 
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This is a reprint from a Dec. 1984 WVM news-letter-- 

'Twas the night before Christmas, and down on the claim, 
Not a creature was stirring, not miner nor game. 
The pokes were all hung by the chimney with care, 
In hopes that St. Nick would put gold dust in theirs. 
 
The miners were nestled all snug in their beds, 
While visions of nuggets danced in their heads. 
When down by the river there arose such a clatter, 
They sprang from their beds yelling, “What's the matter?” 
 
 
Across the room Jerry flew like a flash, 
Tripped over his dog, and landed on his---( oops, better not say that) 
Right behind him came Clarence and Gary, 
Throwing open the door in a great big hurry. 
 
 
When what to their wondering eyes should appear, 
But a miniature sleigh and eight golden reindeer. 
He was scurrying around so lively and quick, 
They knew in a moment that it was St. Nick. 
 
 
Then he whistled and shouted and called them by name, 
Hey, Mike, Evelyn, ---, ---, Claude and Dottie, 
They wondered, was he just making folly? 
No, he went on-hey Henry and Donna, Chuck and Don,Beth and Jer-
ry,----hurry, hurry! 
 
 
They dashed away, dashed away, dashed away all, 
Just to see him fly over the mountain tall. 
 He was dressed all in gold, from his head to his foot, 
And his clothes were all covered with gold dust and soot. 
 
 
His eyes how they twinkled, his dimples how merry, 
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry. 
They waved and they shouted at that jolly old elf, 
Then each miner stopped and grinned to himself. 
A smile on their lips, a twist to their heads, 
Soon gave them to know they had nothing to dread. 
For all over their claim, all over the ground, 
Were big, shiny nuggets---golden and round. 
 
Those miners just stood there and gazed at the sight, 
They might have stayed there all through the night. 
“Til the silence was broken when one shouted with might, 
(Yipee) Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good night! 
 
 
Dedicated to the Willamette Valley Miners in their 
quest for gold!   
 
             Merry Christmas—Beth Wood   1986 
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Club Seeks Gold for Purchase 
 
30 mesh gold used in club fund raisers (gold bags) needed urgently.  Will pay go-
ing rate-contact Treasurer, Rick  at 503-507-8844 



 

 

Willamette Valley Miners  

PO BOX 13044 

Salem OR  97309-1044 
 
 

 

Meetings Third Thursday of each Month 7:00 PM 
Marion County Fire Hall  

300 Cordon Rd NE, Salem, OR 

Willamette Valley Miners  

Our purpose is to keep alive the spirit 

and preserve the rights and privileges 

of all miners and prospectors, by edu-

cating and encouraging small-scale 

mining and helping establish a positive 

image of today’s mineral prospectors 

and miners. 


