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Willamette Valley Miners  

Upcoming Events: 

 
November  16th– Officer Elections 
December 2nd: Christmas Party 
January 20th, 2018 Clean-up Workshop 

 
 

 
 
Howdy everyone! Tonight's meeting was called to order by 
Mike H. and he led us in the pledge of Allegiance. There 
were only 22 members attending as per the sign-in sheet. 
And surprise, Sam Seth was here. Good to see you again. Jim 
then sadly informed us of the passing of Gary Schrader. He 
was a mentor to Jim and became a wonderful friend over the 
years. They had some grand times together and he will be 
greatly missed. We all gave a toast to his memory. Thanks to 
the “Cookie Crew” for our treats tonight-Tom Q and Mike 
K. will do it next month. 
 
Rick S. gave the Treasurer's report on the finances for the 
month of September. There are now 137 members. Howard 
C. made the motion to accept the report as read, Alan M. 
made the second, and it was passed by vote. 
 
The Secretary minutes for last month were approved by a 
motion, a second, and vote. The newsletter was out in a 
timely manner and looked very good.  Thank you, Amy. 
 
For the Claims report Larry C. said there was nothing new. 
Mike H. did inform us that on the Upper Calapooia road the 
Forest Service rejected Werehauser's re-application so now 
it will be a public road again. We just don't know when that 
will take effect. Also, the access road to the Dry Gulch claim 
has been bladed past the claim and up to an active logging 
area. Rick S. related that a retired County Sheriff he knows 
is now working as a security person for Werehauser and that 
you cannot be on their land without a permit from them. So 
if you need to access BLM land or someplace else via their 
roads you could be cited. Signs are posted pretty much eve-
rywhere but you still need to be vigilant about where you go. 
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Tom Q. told us about his little trip to the 
dunes on the coast. He said this was an 
“Oh My God” experience. From the 
Winchester dunes through the Honey-
man Park dunes which can be quite 
treacherous because many just drop 
straight off the back side. But there are a 
lot of nice sand trails to travel on, too. 
 
Wes J. reported on the past outing to 
Beverly Beach. He said the weather was 
fairly good with only a few sprinkles. 
There were quite a few people attending, 
around twenty he said, and there was 
some gold found also. No sneaker waves 
this year and he thought everyone had 
fun.  Jeff F. told us that he made a  
short trip to the Vincent Creek  
claim. No other people around, other 
than some hunters, so it very quiet and 
peaceful. Since there wasn't enough wa-
ter to use his mining equipment he did 
some metal detecting instead. Got a beep
-beep which turned out to be a nail but 
right near it was a shiny piece of gold 
sticking right out of the sand. Unfortu-
nately, that was all he found. From there 
he decided to travel to Plush and look for 
Sunstone. He also thought that the 15 
mile road from Plush to the mines 
seemed more like a 100 miles. So rough 
and bumpy!! Anyway, he dug and sifted 
through a couple piles of dirt and found 
a lot of stones, but nothing spectacular. 
But he said he had a wonderful time and 
got to see some new country. 
 
The last event of this year is our Christ-
mas Party held here at the fire station. 
There will be a pot-luck dinner at noon 
followed by a gift exchange and usually 
games of bingo. If you bring a gift we try 
to stay around $10.00 or less and expect 
some thieving to ensue and there will be   
prizes you can choose for the bingo win-
ners. If you would care to volunteer to 
help decorate and set up the tables and 
chairs be at the hall around 10:00a.m.  or 
so. There's lots of food and fun and a 

great way to start off the Christmas sea-
son. 
In Government affairs, Mike H. told us 
that Attorney Buchel and others made 
another trip to California to see the pre-
siding judge, in regards to the states 
mining laws but he said he hadn't read 
anything yet. This makes second trip 
south with the same results! Mike also 
reminded us of the rally at the State 
Capitol on Thursday February 8th, 2018 
during the Legislature's short session. 
This will be just to remind our Officials 
that we miners are still here and still 
kicking. Tom Q. mentioned that during 
these short sessions they can sneak 
things through so we need to keep 
watch. Mike also reminded us that we 
need that 700 permit if you intend to use 
a sluice box (non-motorized). 
 
There wasn't anything in old 
business but Howard brought 
our attention to a couple of 
new books in the WVM li-
brary. Check them out. 
 
REMEMBER- nominations 
and election of Officers will 
be taking place at the No-
vember meeting. Are you 
willing to place your name in 
the race? Step on up folks! 
 
Lastly, Tom Q. wanted to 
give kudos to Valerie for her 
great work running our raffle 
table. You're a real asset, Val
-thank you. 
 
Meeting adjourned-see you 
next month. Patti Perkey-
Secretary.        
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If you have stories , recipes or things for sale please send them it for the newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wanted: any parts of game (or other meats) that you might be wanting to unload from your 
freezer. This is for dog food, it can be old. I will share the bounty with likeminded friends if too 
much for my freezer. Text Michelle Coon 541-905-4748 or email Ikcjessie@comcast.net. More info 
at https://corvallis.craigslist.org/wan/6175952737.html 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Address  change: 2375 Madison 
 St NE 
 
 



 

 

WVM Supporting 
Staff & Event Leaders 

Government Affairs 

Mike Hunter 
503-502-2382 
 
Claims Committee 

• Larry Coons 

• Howard Conner 

• Clifford Boren 

• George Crutcher 
 
Events & Outings 
See  Events Calendar 
Howard Conner 
503-399-0292 
Connerhoward365@gmail.com 

 
Website 
Jeff Farrand 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Amy Goulter-Allen 
503-983-1995 
littlebiscuit_2000@yahoo.com 
 
You’re invited to include arti-
cles, classified ads, promotional 
notes, and/or advertisements 
and pictures of events.  Remem-
ber to have all newsletter mate-
rial sent to me by the 25th of 
each month.  Thanks! 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
for event leaders in this 
issue: 
 
Mike Hunter  503-502-2382 
 
Jim Perkey  503-390-7327 
 
Don Esch 503-884-2501 
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There is logging going on near our WVM 1B claim 

 

Logging is going on on the property adjacent to our claim on Dry 
Gulch. As most of you know the road is very narrow  so please take 
care  when visiting claim. There is also log truck traffic on the road. Al-
so when parking near the claim make sure your vehicle is well off the 
road. 

Jim Perkey and I have spoken to the owner of the operation (Paul Gel-
latly) and he seemed very nice and willing to accommodate us on the 
road use. It is my hope that our members will accommodate the log-
ging operation as well and most of all be nice. 

 

Caution  

As you all know logging can be a very dangerous and on a step 
hillside  as these folks are logging on its worse, so please take great 
care when in the area.  

 

Larry Coon 
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Winter Time  (submitted by Eben Ray) 
 
Winter will be here soon and temperatures will be dripping . This would be a good 
weekend to winterize your equipment. Drain any leftover water, including your hos-
es. Also it is a good time to change your oil since you will already be messing with 
stuff.  Yes, I know many of you didn’t run your power equipment, but if you’re like 
me is has water in it from last year.  
 
Also with the coming wet, cold and sometimes freezing weather remember safety 
for your family. If you are going to be going out to a claims you might include a few 
items. Take along extra dry cloths (remember the saying cotton kills) a blanket or 
two, extra food and water( alcohol is fun but it doesn’t do anything for hydration) 
don’t forget your shovel also a tow strap or chain you might want to also think 
about something to build a fire for staying  warm if you get into trouble and have to 
say over night. 

Club Seeks Gold for Purchase 
 
30 mesh gold used in club fund raisers (gold bags) needed urgently.  Will pay go-
ing rate-contact Treasurer, Rick  at 503-507-8844 



 

 

Willamette Valley Miners  

PO BOX 13044 

Salem OR  97309-1044 
 
 

 

Meetings Third Thursday of each Month 7:00 PM 
Marion County Fire Hall  

300 Cordon Rd NE, Salem, OR 

Willamette Valley Miners  

Our purpose is to keep alive the spirit 

and preserve the rights and privileges 

of all miners and prospectors, by edu-

cating and encouraging small-scale 

mining and helping establish a positive 

image of today’s mineral prospectors 

and miners. 


