Willamette Valley Miners

October 2017

Upcoming Events:
October 21st-Annual Planning Committee Meeting
November 4th-Metal Detecting Outing
November 16th– Officer Elections
December 2nd: Christmas Party

Meeting Minutes September 21, 2017

Officers
President -Jim Perkey
503-390-7327

Hello everyone—Tonight's meeting was called to order by
Mike H. with Jim P. leading us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
There were 33 members in attendance and one visitor as per
the sign-in sheet. Thank you “Cookie Crew” for the snacks
tonight and Alan M. and Chuck C. volunteered to feed us
next month.

JPtoads@gmail.com

Rick S. gave his Treasurer's Report for last month. He said
there is a total of 135 WVM members now. Howard C.
made the motion to accept the report as read, a second was
made, and it was passed by vote.

Mike Hunter

The Minutes for last month was approved by motion, a second, and majority vote.

Secretary- Patty Perkey

For the Claims Report Larry C. stated that nothing is new.
The claim assessments are all done so we're good until next
year. He did mention that the Malheur National Forest has
come out with a motor vehicle use map, as do most of the
other forest areas, so this may create an issue of traveling
around our claim at Vincent Creek. Rick asked about the
logging activity there and Larry said there is logging in the
area, not on our claim, but the road going through it is in
use and has been widened and cleared of trees and limbs.
Claudia W. said that the road to Dry Gulch has been graded
also and asked who did it. Someone said they saw a notice
that logging will start up there but Larry thought the owners of the private property would need to be notified. He is
planning to go there and check it out.

JPtoads@gmail.com
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Vice Presidents
Eben Ray
503-508-1497
huntgold@yahoo.com

503-502-2382
Captainmvh@yahoo.com

503-390-7327

Newsletter
Amy Goulter-Allen
503-983-1995
littlebiscuit_2000@yahoo.com

Treasurer/Membership
Rick Stepper

503-507-8844
DancingDolphin@live.com

Minutes –continue

Amy Goulter-Allen, our Newsletter Editor, has asked that if you want anything
to be included in the newsletter to please
send it to her as a word document, otherwise she has to retype the whole thing.
Two of our new members related their
outing to the LDMA's Blue Bucket claim
and said the found some nice gold, and
plenty of goat-heads, and then they went
over to the Burnt River camp. There
they met the rattlesnakes and a sow bear
with her cubs who decided to spend the
night near their trailer. Interesting, I'd
say.

The Upcoming Events will be as follows.
On October 21st is the annual Planning
meeting. This is the time to set up the
outings and events for next year's calendar. As members, you are all asked for
your input on what you would like to do,
places to go, and things to see. Something you think WVM members would
find of interest. Even if you can't, or
don't want to, attend the meeting just
call any Officer or Event contact person
and give us your ideas. Their names are
on the club calendar. We would love to
have some new and fresh thoughts. We
will meet at the Perkey's house at
10:00a.m. with a pot-luck lunch. The address is 5724 Aetna St. S.E. and you can
call Jim or Patti at 503-390-7327 for further information. On November 4th,
there is a metal-detecting outing at the
Marion Park in downtown Salem. This
is located at the base of the Marion
Street bridge that crosses over to West
Salem. We will meet near the skate park
at 10:00a.m. For more information call
Jim at 503-390-7327. December 2nd is
our annual Christmas Party and pot-

luck. More will be discussed about that
later.
Joan F. told the group about our last
outing to Richardson's Rock Ranch.
There were nine members that made the
trip and she thought they all had a good
time, even in spite of the dust storm that
engulfed us at the R.V. Park. Yikes! At
the ranch, we went to several different
digging beds and everyone found a number of thunder-eggs. But until they get
cut open you don't really know what's
inside. (Just like a box of chocolates.)
She also brought her lap-top to the
meeting so everyone could see the photos
she took of our adventures. Thanks
Joan, that was nice to look at. Jim also
related that after the main outing a few
of us went on over to Christmas Valley.
What interesting country with those
sand dunes, the Lost Forest with it's big
Ponderosa Pines, and miles of dusty,
rocky roads. Thanks Larry C. for being
such a good tour guide.
For Government Affairs Mike H. said
there is some activity going on at the
Capitol but it's by invited testimony only. He suggested that you go on line to
the Legislature site and check out Dennis Linthicum and get on his mailing list.
He's putting out a lot of forest management and resource information, and of
course Secretary of State Dennis Richardson is approaching a lot of issues
concerning Oregon. So check these two
out. He also related a bit about his outing to Cave Junction at Tom and Josh
Bohmker's sites. He found two very nice
gold nuggets using his metal detector
along with a lot of junk stuff, of course.
But he really enjoyed his trip down
there.

Minutes –continue
Tom Q. reminded us that in November there is supposed to be the DEQ hearing in
regards to the suction dredge permits and February is the start of the short session
of the Legislature. We should keep an eye on that to see if they take anything more
away from us. January 1st the new 600/700 permits should be issued, no doubt with
new restrictions and higher fees.
There was nothing, in regards to Old Business nor New Business. Although Chuck
C. had his new Personal Safety device, a tazer, and will invite the distributor to
give us a demonstration at a future meeting.
Hope to see you all at the next meeting and remember the elections for new Officers will be on the November 16th meeting agenda. Nominations will be taken at the
October and November meetings. This could be your opportunity to give back to
WVM so feel free to throw your hat in the ring ! Patti Perkey, Secretary.

Wanted: any parts of game (or other meats) that you might be wanting to unload from your
freezer. This is for dog food, it can be old. I will share the bounty with likeminded friends if too
much for my freezer. Text Michelle Coon 541-905-4748 or email Ikcjessie@comcast.net. More info
at https://corvallis.craigslist.org/wan/6175952737.html

Address change: 2375 Madison
St NE
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Linn County to regain Upper
Calapooia Drive
WVM Supporting
Staff & Event Leaders
Government Affairs
Mike Hunter
503-502-2382
Claims Committee
• Larry Coons
• Howard Conner
• Clifford Boren
• George Crutcher
Events & Outings
See Events Calendar
Howard Conner
503-399-0292
Connerhoward365@gmail.com

Website
Jeff Farrand
Newsletter Editor
Amy Goulter-Allen
503-983-1995
littlebiscuit_2000@yahoo.com
You’re invited to include articles, classified ads, promotional
notes, and/or advertisements
and pictures of events. Remember to have all newsletter material sent to me by the 25th of
each month. Thanks!

CONTACT INFORMATION

for event leaders in this
issue:
Mike Hunter 503-502-2382
Jim Perkey 503-390-7327

ALEX PAUL Albany Democrat-Herald
Oct 12, 2016

SWEET HOME — Roadmaster Darrin Lane will ask Weyerhaeuser to convey the
Upper Calapooia Drive back to Linn County, the Board of Commissioners agreed
this week.The board directed Lane and County Attorney Gene Karandy to inform
Weyerhaeuser that the county will act on a clause in a 5-year-old user agreement
reverting control of the road to the county. “It has been the desire of both parties to
develop a road use agreement to keep the road open, but allow some public access,” Lane said. “We have had discussions off and on for several years.”
Lane said the agreement expires at the end of the year and the county had the option of either extending it or opting out.
“We haven’t been able to reach an agreement on the road use,” Lane said. “We met
a couple times early on, but the biggest issue is that Weyerheauser is a private
property owner. It has to consider its own well-being and there isn’t any benefit to
allowing carte blanche access by the public going through their land. It creates a lot
of risk for them such as conflicts with equipment, vehicles and fire danger.”
But Lane said, from the county’s perspective, it’s important that the public have
access to the Calapooia River and to the federal public lands that can be accessed
using the Upper Calapooia Drive, which starts about four miles south of Sweet
Home near the Holley Store.
“The Board of Commissioners has the responsibility to look out for the public’s
interest, which includes access to public lands,” Lane said. “That’s exactly why a
revisionary clause was put in the original agreement in the 1950s. The best way to
insure public access in perpetuity is for the public to own the road.”
Lane sent an email to Weyerhaeuser representatives that stated in part: “We understand that the path forward, ending in re-conveyance to Linn County, will require a
number of important details and interests to be addressed. To begin this process, we
will prepare correspondence that provides official notification of this intent to terminate and that lays out a proposed means of addressing the various interests and
details. Section 4 of the agreement indicates Doug Mays, Western Timberlands
Director of Operations, and Jim Johnston, Asst. General Counsel, are the contacts
for Weyerhaeuser. Please let us know if there have been any changes.
“We appreciate the effort that Weyerhaeuser staff have put forth toward finding a
workable solution that could preclude a re-conveyance of the road. In the end, the
County believes that perpetual access to public lands can be best guaranteed
through public ownership in the form of an easement for road purposes. With that
being said, we fully intend to work cooperatively with adjacent land owners to address all of the issues that were raised in the December 8, 2010 letter and any others that are appropriate to building and maintaining a mutually beneficial relationship.”
Lane said the county will work with Weyerhaeuser and other property owners to
“make sure when the road is reconveyed to the public, there is a balance between
public access and recognizing the needs of the private timber land owners.”

Don Esch 503-884-2501
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Lane added that he appreciates the effort Weyerhaeuser has made to provide public
access, “but at the end of the day, the only way to guarantee public access is for the
county own the road.”
The county and Weyerhaeuser began meeting in earnest in 2010, although Weyerhaeuser had installed gates that could prevent access to more than 13 miles of the
road a year earlier.

Weyerhaeuser said the gates were installed to prevent the public from entering the area during periods of high
fire danger and to decrease vandalism, garbage dumping and poaching.
In 1954, the county granted an easement to the U.S. Forest Service, Champion Lumber Co. and Weyerhaeuser.
In 2007, the Forest service informed the county it no longer wanted to maintain the road that borders much of the
Calapooia River, so ownership was transferred verbally to Weyerhaeuser.
At a meeting in Brownsville in June 2010, Commissioner Will Tucker said he found the original memorandum
of understanding that was signed on Sept. 11, 1954. It cleared up the ownership issue, stating in part that if the
memorandum was terminated, “Weyerhaeuser Timber Company will reconvey to Linn County the existing roadway vacated by order of the county court ...”
Weyerhaeuser owns more than 35,000 acres of timber land that borders the road.
A working group that included representatives from Weyerhaeuser, the Board of Commissioners, Road Department, Linn County Sheriff’s Office, fishing and hunting groups, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and
area residents met a few times over the last five years.
In recent years, there have been instances of area hunters being charged with trespassing after walking around
the closed gates.
“I hope we can continue to work with Weyerhaeuser on this and other roads to find a way to allow public access
to public lands while respecting the rights of private property owners,” Commissioner Tucker said.
Weyerhaeuser officials did not respond to a request for comments.
Contact Linn County reporter Alex Paul at 541-812-6114.

.

Michael Kohn wanted to share this picture. He visited his brother in Powers in September.

Did a little panning in the South Fork of the Coquille River. It is really beautiful with lots of rivers and streams.

Club Seeks Gold for Purchase
30 mesh gold used in club fund raisers (gold bags) needed urgently. Will pay going rate-contact Treasurer, Rick at 503-507-8844
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Willamette Valley Miners
PO BOX 13044
Salem OR 97309-1044

Meetings Third Thursday of each Month 7:00 PM
Willamette Valley Miners
Our purpose is to keep alive the spirit
and preserve the rights and privileges
of all miners and prospectors, by educating and encouraging small-scale
mining and helping establish a positive
image of today’s mineral prospectors
and miners.

Marion County Fire Hall
300 Cordon Rd NE, Salem, OR

