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Willamette Valley Miners  

Upcoming Events: 

September 30th - Beverly Beach Outing  
October 21st-Annual Planning Committee Meeting 
 November 4th-Metal Detecting Outing 
 
 

 
 

Greetings all—V.P. Mike Hunter called tonight's                                                     
meeting to order and led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. There 
were 28 members in attendance with two new members enrol-
ling and two guests as per the sign-in sheet. Thank you “Cookie 
Crew “for the goodies tonight. Joyce W., Rick S., and myself 
will be up next month. 
 
The Treasurer's report was given by Rick S. on las month's fi-
nancials. He reported there are a total of 133 WVM members 
(118 paid, 7 Board and 8 Lifetime). Howard C. made the mo-
tion to accept the report as read, Joyce W. made the second and 
the motion was passed by vote. 
 
In last month's minutes, the last page somehow was missed so 
Jim read my copy of it to tonight's group. I will include that 
page for your information at the end of these minutes. Howard 
made the motion to accept the minutes as published, and read, 
Joyce made the second and the motion was passed. 
 
For the Claims report Larry C. was absent tonight but Jim had 
talked to him previously and Larry said that all the claim waiv-
ers have been filed. Jim reminded us again that if you are on a 
claim to record what you do there and time spent. This makes 
the annual filing so much easier. 
 
For our raffle table, there will be an “as-new” Garret metal de-
tector available as a big-ticket item with tickets being sold over 
the next few months. This was generously donated by past 
member Carrie Roth as a means of raising funds for the WVM. 
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For Government affairs Mike H. said 
the officials are pretty much on sum-
mer break so there isn't a lot happening 
right now and the Courts aren't decid-
ing on any issues. He did say that 
WVM is not qualified to hold any of-
fices in the MMAC's Quartzville min-
ing district so there will be new offic-
ers elected there. He did have a ques-
tion as to the money sent to MMAC 
for our Gold-membership. Claudia W. 
said it had been returned, Rick said it 
hasn't been received and Joe G. said 
according to the contract that it is non-
refundable. So the answer to all of this 
needs to be checked into. Tom Q. also 
told us that he had talked to Tom 
Kitcher to see if there is any current 
news with the courts. Apparently in 
November DEQ filed with the courts 
regarding the NPDS permit that they 
are not “moot”, meaning they are not 
going to debate the court hearing. DEQ 
also filed in the 9th Circuit that their 
case will not be “moot” in regards to 
SB3A. but we are still in the courts 
about SB838 and that may mean the 
need for more money to fund that legal 
battle. Joe G. related that the military 
took MMAC's bill that had been sub-
mitted and put it in the National (?) 
Authorization Act but then it was 
thrown out because it was too broad in 
scope. But a Senator from Alaska and 
a businessman in the South are very 
interested in the Bill and want to make 
use of it next year. 
 
The Upcoming Events are as follows— 
On September 30th will be the outing to 
Beverly Beach. We will meet at 10:00 
a.m. in the Beverly Beach day-use  
parking lot then walk about ½ to ¾ mile 

 up the beach. Bring your sack lunch, rub-
ber boots, bucket, shovel, scoop and sluice 
box. There will be some extra pieces of 
equipment for you to use if you need it. 
This is a good opportunity to learn the 
techniques of getting gold from the beach 
sand from our “Beach Master” Wes Jef-
fers. If you need more information you can 
call him at 1-971-563-5080. On October 
21st, there will be the annual Planning 
Committee meeting. We will meet at the 
Perkey's house at 10:00 am this is the time 
we set up the calendar for next year's 
events and outings. You are welcome to 
come and share your ideas and suggestions 
for things to do and/or places to go. We 
need your input too. On November 4th will 
be a metal detecting outing at Marion Park 
in Salem at 10:00 am For more info you 
can call Jim at 503-390-7327. 
 
Jim related a conversation he had while in 
British Columbia with one of the locals 
there. Jim told him of catching Dolly Var-
den in one of the rivers years ago. The fel-
low said no, there are no Dollys in that riv-
er, it was a Bull Trout. 
So when we got home he looked the fish 
up on the Internet to compare the two. 
They are very similar in appearance, but in 
the description it stated that the Bull Trout 
is the #1 predator of juvenile salmon. 
What?! 
 
Tom Bohmker told us that Waldo Mining 
and Armadillo Mining along with his and 
his son Josh's companies are sponsoring 
gold seminars over the Labor Day week-
end at Cave Junction. This event will have 
passed by the time this news-letter is pub-
lished but did any of you get a chance to 
attend?  
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Minutes –continue 
 
Tom Bohmker told us that Waldo Mining and Armadillo Mining along with his 
and his son Josh's companies are sponsoring gold seminars over the Labor Day 
week-end at Cave Junction. This event will have passed by the time this news-
letter is published but did any of you get a chance to attend? 
 
Joan F. reminded us of the outing to Richardson's Rock Ranch in Madras on  
September 8-10th. Questions? Call her or Louie at 1-541-327-1210. 
 
Howard C. has been in contact with long time member Lloyd Bridgmon and he has some  
items he would like to sell One is an 11'X25' canopy cover with 6' sides for $100.00.  
Also, a 1 1/2” dredge/high banker combo for $500.00.  
 
This was made by Louie Frick so you know it's a good one. If you're interested give Howard a 
call at 503-399-0292. 
 
Tonight's meeting was short and sweet so this is all I have for this month. But I do 
want to remind you that November's meeting will be the election of new Officers 
so be thinking about who you would like in office next year. Maybe you? Nomina-
tions will be taken at the October and November meetings. Hope to see you all 
next month—Patti Perkey, Secretary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

WVM Supporting 
Staff & Event Leaders 

Government Affairs 

Mike Hunter 
503-502-2382 
 
Claims Committee 

• Larry Coons 

• Howard Conner 

• Clifford Boren 

• George Crutcher 
 
Events & Outings 
See  Events Calendar 
Howard Conner 
503-399-0292 
Connerh@centurylink.net 

 
Website 
Jeff Farrand 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Amy Goulter-Allen 
503-983-1995 
littlebiscuit_2000@yahoo.com 
 
You’re invited to include arti-
cles, classified ads, promotional 
notes, and/or advertisements 
and pictures of events.  Remem-
ber to have all newsletter mate-
rial sent to me by the 25th of 
each month.  Thanks! 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
for event leaders in this 
issue: 
 
Mike Hunter  503-502-2382 
 
Jim Perkey  503-390-7327 
 
Don Esch 503-884-2501 
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Here is the last page from the July Minutes-- 
October 21st is the annual Planning Committee meeting. This is the 
time to set up next 
years calendar of outings and events. Do you have ideas or suggestions 
for WVM outings? How about a service project or educational oppor-
tunity? Maybe a guest 
speaker? If you do, just contact any Officer and let them know. It’s al-
ways nice to have 
something new to look forward to. 
 
Howard related some highlights of the outing to Miners Meadow. 
There were about 
80 camp folks this year with 25 plus rigs and tents. What a great turn-
out. Had lots 
of fun with the metal detecting and poker chip hunt and he wants to 
thank Hallie and 
Valerie for being a part of the prize team – you girls were a lot of help. 
We had a special 
guest musician this year, John Doan and his Harp/guitar (20 strings). 
What a treat that 
was!! Joan F. thanks Mike and Donna, winners in the Duck Race for 
donating their prize money back to WVM.  And we only lost one duck 
this year. Tom Q. along with 
the rest of us thanks Howard for all his work involved in this outing. It 
is considerable! 
 
Tom Bohmker gave a short mining report about his son Josh and the 
tours that he gives 
to those who sign up. People soon learn how to identify minerals and 
rock formations. 
Josh and Trevor S. have been finding a nice amount of rough gold. The 
Bohemia mining 
show asked Josh and Tom to display some of their finds. The Bohemia 
district is rich in 
history and old mine sites. 
 
That’s all I have this month but on a personal note I want to thank all of 
you that stepped 
up and helped out at Miners Meadow. From the Burger Baker, Duck 
Dealers and Snagger, the Doughnut Deli, Biscuit and Gravy Guy, the 
Turkey Tender and all you guys and gals that helped set up and take 
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Wanted: any parts of game (or other meats) that you might be wanting to unload from your freezer. This is 
for dog food, it can be old. I will share the bounty with likeminded friends if too much for my freezer. Text 
Michelle Coon 541-905-4748 or email Ikcjessie@comcast.net. More info at https://corvallis.craigslist.org/
wan/6175952737.html 

Club Seeks Gold for Purchase 
 
30 mesh gold used in club fund raisers (gold bags) needed urgently.  Will pay go-
ing rate-contact Treasurer, Rick  at 503-507-8844 



 

 

Willamette Valley Miners  

PO BOX 13044 

Salem OR  97309-1044 
 
 

 

Meetings Third Thursday of each Month 7:00 PM 
Marion County Fire Hall  

300 Cordon Rd NE, Salem, OR 

Willamette Valley Miners  

Our purpose is to keep alive the spirit 

and preserve the rights and privileges 

of all miners and prospectors, by edu-

cating and encouraging small-scale 

mining and helping establish a positive 

image of today’s mineral prospectors 

and miners. 


