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Willamette Valley Miners  

Upcoming Events: 

September 8th-10th – Richardson's Ranch Outing 
 
September 30th - Beverly Beach Outing  
 
 

 
 

 
 
Howdy All- Tonight’s meeting was called to order by V.P. Mike H.  Pres. 
Jim led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. There were 35 members and 2 
guests in attendance this evening as per the sign-in sheet.  
Tonight, we had a guest speaker, Casey Keizer from the Prineville Cham-
ber of Commerce. He told us about several of the areas that are accessible 
for rock-hounding. He gave us a brief history of his background spent with 
his Grandfather that developed into his passion for exploring and metal 
detecting.  
As more and more people came into the Chamber and asked questions 
about rocks and where to find them, he realized his knowledge was lack-
ing. So he and a fellow from BLM joined forces and located eight public 
access sites and from that they made a rock-hounding site map. At times in 
the past Prineville was quite active with a couple of small gold rushes, 
mined a lot of cinnabar used in the war effort and there’s a lot of old 
mines and homesteads scattered around the area. So with this map you can 
see where these rock sites are and the types of rock you can find there. If 
you travel to Prineville stop by the Chamber and pick up some maps with 
directions and information pamphlets. You'll find them very useful and 
interesting and say hello to Casey. He can give you a lot more information. 
 
Next months “Cookie Crew” will be Joan, Mike and Doug. Thank you all. 
 
Rick S. gave his Treasurer's report for June. As of this evening we have 
126 members. Howard C. made the motion to accept the report as read, Art 
made the second and it was passed by vote. All present received their 
newsletter and were reminded to submit any articles they want included to 
Amy by the 26th of the month. Howard C. made a motion to accept last 
month’s minutes as published in the newsletter, Mike H. made the second 
and it was passed by vote. 
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Tom Q. related a few details about his and 
his family's trip to Travis Creek and Bear 
Creek in California that was supposed to 
be good spots for panning. Well it was 108 
degrees and after about 3 hrs of work they 
all decided that enough is enough! And af-
ter all of that there was only one tiny speck 
in the pan. But with all and all they had 
a good time on that 1,930mile trip. 
 
For the Claims report, Larry C stated that 
he and Jim P. got all the assessment reports 
collected for all of the Counties and will be 
delivering them to BLM on Friday. They 
want to be sure everything is in order espe-
cially pertaining to the Sour Dough Pete 
claim. They are pretty sure all the bases are 
covered. They also made a trip down to 
check on Dads Creek and said there's plen-
ty of water right now so if anyone wants to 
go there it should be good. He also went to 
the Golden Dollar claim and found some 
nice chunky pieces there just by using his 
shovel, pan and slu  ice, so don't overlook 
that one. He also stated that he went 
through Canyon Creek and the Calapooia 
Rd. was closed. Another member went at a 
later date and it was open. So who knows? 
 
Howard C. again asked that if you have 
any books, tapes or maps checked out from 
his library for longer than two months, 
please return them so they will be available 
for others. Also, he reminded us of the im-
portance of filling out a trip planner. Give 
this to a family member or neighbor so if 
you don't return as scheduled the proper 
authorities know where to find you. And he 
stated that someone at our Miners Meadow 
outing was burning off mercury from some 
gold in a frying pan. This can be a danger 
from the fumes released into the air. If in-
haled the mercury particles go to the brain 
and that’s a definite health hazard. Please 
don't do it! 

Member Don Esch is learning how to pro-
duce a video and he asked that if you have 
any photos or video from Miners Meadow 
or another outing or event he would like to 
use them in his video. You can e-mail them 
to him at donesch@msn.com or call him 
at 503-884-2501. 
 
In Gov. affairs Mike H. related to us that 
there was a scheduled hearing regarding 
mining in San Bernadino. People showed 
up, James Buchel was there and the judge 
decided he wasn't ready to hear it. What? 
Said sorry you all traveled so far for noth-
ing. So that hearing has been rescheduled. 
Mike figures they're waiting to see what 
the Feds are going to come up with. In the 
meantime, what we can do is go to any 
stream that is open to mining and use your 
sluice box and pan. ESH is only restricted 
to motorized equipment and dredging. 
High-Bankers, siphon and gravity fed is 
OK. 
We can still use the 600 and 700 permits 
until the new ones come out in 2018. Mike 
also filled us in on some of his 2320mile 
journey on the back roads of Oregon,  
Idaho, and Wyoming. If you ever get to 
Cody, Wyo. stop at the Buffalo Bill Muse-
um – its fascinating history. They found 
about 30 hot springs and warned us of the 
hordes of mosquitoes. Ouch! 
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Minutes –continue 
 
In regards to, our upcoming outing to Richardson's Ranch on Sept 8th thru 10th.  They 
charge a $10.00  minimum and $1.00 per pound for the rocks. They can also cut your 
rocks for a fee. We will be camping at the RV park next to the Jefferson County Fair 
Grounds. You will be responsible for making your own reservation. There is a $25.00 
per night fee with full hook-ups. If you need more info call Louie and Joan at 1-541-327-
1210.  
 
 
The next scheduled outing is to Beverly Beach on September 30th with  
Wes Jeffers and Tammy Roberts. Full details will be in the August newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

WVM Supporting 
Staff & Event Leaders 

Government Affairs 

Mike Hunter 
503-502-2382 
 
Claims Committee 

• Larry Coons 

• Howard Conner 

• Clifford Boren 

• George Crutcher 
 
Events & Outings 
See  Events Calendar 
Howard Conner 
503-399-0292 
Connerh@centurylink.net 

 
Website 
Jeff Farrand 
Newsletter Editor 
Amy Goulter-Allen 
503-983-1995 
littlebiscuit_2000@yahoo.com 
 
You’re invited to include arti-
cles, classified ads, promotional 
notes, and/or advertisements 
and pictures of events.  Remem-
ber to have all newsletter mate-
rial sent to me by the 25th of 
each month.  Thanks! 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
for event leaders in this 
issue: 
 
Mike Hunter  503-502-2382 
 
Jim Perkey  503-390-7327 
 
Gary Schrader  503-859-3132 
 
Don Esch 503-884-2501 
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Wanted: any parts of game (or other meats) that you might be wanting to un-
load from your freezer. This is for dog food, it can be old. I will share the bounty 
with likeminded friends if too much for my freezer. Text Michelle Coon 541-905-
4748 or email Ikcjessie@comcast.net. More info at https://corvallis.craigslist.org/
wan/6175952737.html 
 

Our rock hounding outing is coming soon.  
 

We are trying something new or at least maybe has not been done in some 
time. September 8,9,10, we are going to Madras and will experience the 
Richardson Rock Ranch. This is how their brochure advertises it: The loca-
tion is 11 miles north of Madras on US Hwy 97, then turn right at Hay Creek 
Road, go 3 miles to the Ranch. Address is 6683 NE Hay Creek Rd, Madras  
 

The rock shop/office is open daily, 7am-5pm and weather permitting the 

rock beds are open (call ahead 541-475-2680). The beds are about 8 miles 

from the office on primitive, rough, dirt, gravel roads and it takes about 30 

minutes to drive. Weather permitting is stressed as they don’t like having to 

“rescue” you out there in the wilds. The cost is $1 per pound with a mini-

mum of $10. Fee (just for example a 5 gal bucket full would be close to 

50lbs) There is free use of rock picks. Use of chisels, wedge and rock mining 

tools is necessary for your success. Tools are also for sale at the shop.  We 

may use hand tools only- no power tools. If you want any rock cutting done 

by them, they need at least 2 hrs to do it and of course for a fee. No pets 

are allowed except in your vehicle or chained or leashed.  

www.richardsonrockranch.com 

There is absolutely no camping at the Ranch. So we will be camping in 
Madras at the Jefferson County RV Park next to the fairgrounds 430 SW 
Fairgrounds Rd. This is just off Hwy 97 ( in town) going south through 
Madras, turn at the Towne Pump gas station and RV Park is only a couple 
blocks west. The website says 65 sites are available and they are 1st come. 
About $20-$25 per night 541-475-6288 (or on another website 541-325-
5050 is listed as a reservation number -I’m confused) 
www.jcfairgrounds.org.rv-park 
 

A rough idea plan is after travel time from homes on Friday morning, we 

may visit the rock shop/office at the Ranch in the afternoon and see some 

of their products and get familiar with what we’re after. There is a lot to see 

inside the shop and outside, then Saturday morning we get going kinda ear-

ly to the rock beds and find treasures!  

Questions?? Call Louie and Joan Frick 541-990-2621 (cell) 

http://www.jcfairgrounds.org.rv-park
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Family Mining Fun and Advanced Mining Training Coming Up in September! 

 

WVM Club members & author Tom Bohmker will be one of the featured speakers this Septem-

ber at the Labor Day Festival at Jubilee Park in Cave Junction, OR September 1-3. A number of 

other well known miners, authors, mining historians will be there with presentations on a varie-

ty of mining topics form mind morning till dark with no admission charge.  The Waldo Mining 

District is sponsoring a panning booth in which the panner keeps the gold they find. Recreation-

al (open) panning is also available in a location about 10 miles away.  

Josh Bohmker will present the key note seminar on using metal detectors to find both pocket 

and placer nuggets.  

Tom will present:  

• Basic rocks and minerals 

• Introduction to gold geology 

• testing gold ores 

• Basic prospecting for placer gold  

• How to research to likely places to find gold using old techniques to high tech methods 

• Lectures will also cover the in and outs of Mining Claims, local mining history & lore  

There will be update on Mining regulations and various legal court cases involving miner’s rights 

will be presented by various experts in their fields.   

There will also be displays of rather large locally mined gold nuggets, big chucks of crystalline 

pocket gold and hundreds of samples of placer gold form the region as well as gold ores and the 

rocks associated with them as well as family activities including a Mining Theme Coloring Con-

test for Kids. 

 

More information at WWW.goldgpannersguide.com or contact Tom Bohmker, Cascade Moun-

tains Gold, 503-606-9895 or email Cascademountainsgold@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Club Seeks Gold for Purchase 
 
30 mesh gold used in club fund raisers (gold bags) needed urgently.  Will pay go-
ing rate-contact Treasurer, Rick  at 503-507-8844 



 

 

Willamette Valley Miners  

PO BOX 13044 

Salem OR  97309-1044 
 
 

 

Meetings Third Thursday of each Month 7:00 PM 
Marion County Fire Hall  

300 Cordon Rd NE, Salem, OR 

Willamette Valley Miners  

Our purpose is to keep alive the spirit 

and preserve the rights and privileges 

of all miners and prospectors, by edu-

cating and encouraging small-scale 

mining and helping establish a positive 

image of today’s mineral prospectors 

and miners. 


