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Willamette Valley Miners  

Upcoming Events: 

June 29-July 3rd: Quartzeville Miner's Rendevous & 
Potluck 

August 12th: Metal detecting Outing 
 

 
 

Hello all—Tonight's meeting was called to order by Pres. Jim 
who also led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. There were 28 old 
and 4 new members and one guest in attendance as per the sign-
in sheet. Joyce, Tim and Marilyn volunteered to be the “cookie 
crew” next month. Thank you and thanks to all that brought 
goodies tonight.  The Treasurer's Report was given by Rick S. 
He stated that the Rickreall show was a great success and he 
signed up some new members while there bringing our mem-
bership to 113. Howard C. made the motion to accept the report 
as read, Joyce W. made the second, and the motion was passed 
by vote. 
 
The minutes for last month's meeting was discussed with no 
questions or issues. Howard C. made the motion to accept the 
minutes as published, Joyce W. made the second, and the mo-
tion was passed by vote. 
 
In the Claims, Report Larry C. stated that mining season is upon 
us and it's important to keep track of which claim you are min-
ing, what work you've done there and get the assessment reports 
sent to him so he can get that information sent to the BLM the 
first of September. Recently he has been to Vincent Creek and 
did some clean-up on the roads so we can access it fairly easy. It 
was also snowing like crazy at that time. If you go there, or to 
any of our claims, be sure you have your WVM dash card visi-
ble in your vehicle. Also, it is very important that you close the 
access gate whenever you go through it. Be sure you fill in any 
holes you make, clean up your campsite, and as always, if 
someone has left their trash behind be a good steward and pick 
it up and pack it out.  
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Larry also said Dry Gulch has lots of water right 
now and also alot of garbage. Whoever has been 
there has left a real mess. Gary S. said he heard 
that the signage and such has been ripped apart. 
Larry has posted a lot of new “No Trespassing” 
signs. 
 
Claudia W. related to us that the MMAC bills 
should be passing in June. The bill will put MMAC 
approved mining districts back in control by allow-
ing those districts to determine whether or not a 
road, route or trail on public lands within that dis-
trict should be open regardless of travel manage-
ment plans or other restrictions put in place by 
federal agencies. It also removes the Forest Ser-
vice and others from the regulatory scheme. The 
burden would be put back on the BLM to co-
ordinate with the MMAC districts. Specifically, 
Section 3 of the bill says that mining districts are 
locally organized authorities recognized by the 
Dept. of the Interior through an MOU (memo of 
understanding) with the BLM. You can go to 
ICMJ.com to read the MMAC updates. Go to the 
bottom of the page and click on the MMAC's bill 
to read what is being presented to the Federal 
Legislature. If you are a claim holder in a district or 
wish to become a member and want more infor-
mation in regards to MMAC, go to their site at 
mmacusa.org. Joe G. Also told us told us that Kene 
Engineering is in financial trouble and may be clos-
ing their business due to the lack of mining. They 
have definitely been down-sizing. Also, there has 
been a hostile take-over of the PLP (Public Land 
for the People) and that is a big mess. 
 

Jim P. noted that some issues have come up re-
garding our claims so he, Larry C. and Tom Q. have 
talked to BLM and when a solution can be found 
this subject will be brought before the member-
ship in further detail. 
 

In Government Affairs, Tom Q. filled in for Mike H. 
in regards to SB3A, there is some difficulty be-
tween Senator Courtney and the Leader of the 
House and they are not seeing eye to eye. When 
SB3A came out of the Senate floor for a vote the 

House side said it didn't come out with the 
amendments. Pres. Courtney said to just pass it 
the way it is and the House said no, that's not the 
way we do things. So what has been done is a de-
lay, after delay, after delay. Tom is afraid it will be 
passed by party line votes with the Democrats on 
the House floor and that would mean a “total” 
ban on motorized suction dredging in EHS 
streams. As of now we still have access to the up-
land reaches of the ESH streams. If this bill doesn't 
get passed then we are still governed by SB838 
which includes the moratorium on dredging for 5 
years.  
 
Everything is in limbo right now, so when you go 
mining your 600 permit, if you have one, should 
still be good until DEQ issues the new ones. Also 
there has been a hearing on the 700 permit 
against DEQ and there was a 3 judge panel that 
now has to decide whether to reverse the deci-
sion of 2009 where they said we needed both the 
402 and 404 permits. We are now waiting for a 
decision on that. 
The up-coming outings will be: Quartzville Miner's 
Rendevous on June 29th thru July 3rd. This is at the 
Old Miner's Meadow on Quartville Creek. On Au-
gust 12th is a metal detecting outing. Due to cir-
cumstances the place will be announced at our 
next meeting. Please note, Wes and Tammy want 
to remind you of the date change for the next 
Beverly Beach outing. It is now scheduled for Sep-
tember 30th so check your calendars.  
 
 
 
 Address 
has 
changed 
to :2375 
Madison 
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There is obviously more in the bill and it's still a work in progress. The “joint and exclusive” 
language is to remove local and state agencies from the process. Suction gold dredgers would 
no longer need a state permit after this first bill passes. To read the entire report go to https://
www.icmj.com/magazine/article/mmac-update-3621/. 
 
In Old Business, Mike addressed the revisions to our Constitution. He read the revise edition 
to the membership and opened it for discussion. After clarifying some points Amy Allen made 
the motion to accept the Constitution as read, Art Waugh made the second, and it was passed 
by a majority vote of the attending membership. There was one “nay” vote and that will be di-
rected to V.P. Eben Ray for review. Then nominations were asked for to finalize the position 
of Treasurer. No new nominations were made and Art W. nominated Rick Stepper for Treas-
urer, it was seconded, and passed by a vote of the members. 
 
Next a motion was made, seconded, and passed to give Howard C. the funds to 
purchase prizes needed for Miner's Meadow games. 
 
For Good of the Order V.P. Eben stressed that we still need to write letters to our Senators and 
Representatives stating our concerns about our mining rights and land use. Tammy R. notified 
us of a change in the date of the next  Beverly Beach outing. It is now scheduled for September 
30th—note this on your calendars. Tom Q. and Rick S. wanted to know if we should reserve a 
space at the Capitol again for next year as we did this year. Several people said yes so Mike H. 
will set that up. Howard C. offered again to make arrangements for the Director of the Prine-
ville Chamber of Commerce to come over and give us a presentation on the opportunities for 
rock-hounding. The Chamber has lots of info on minerals and rocks, where they are located 
along with maps, if there are fees involved, camping areas, etc.. This information could be use-
ful for our scheduled outing in September to the Richardson Ranch. So watch for this in maybe 
July/August. And lastly. Howard is asking for our help in tasking over his duties if need be. He 
may be out of commission in the next few months and if so he will need one of us to be in 
charge of the library. And the big one--Miner's Meadow. This involves the poker chip hunt for 
the kids and prizes, and the metal detecting contest and prizes. If you would like to help out, 
give him a call and he will fill you in. His number is 503-399-0292. 
 
This is all for now—see you next time. 

Patti Perkey, Sect.   
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.icmj.com/magazine/article/mmac-update-3621/
https://www.icmj.com/magazine/article/mmac-update-3621/


 

 

WVM Supporting 
Staff & Event Leaders 

Government Affairs 

Mike Hunter 
503-502-2382 
 
Claims Committee 

• Larry Coons 

• Howard Conner 

• Clifford Boren 

• George Crutcher 
 
Events & Outings 
See  Events Calendar 
Howard Conner 
503-399-0292 
Connerh@centurylink.net 

 
Website 
Trudy Schrader 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Amy Goulter-Allen 
503-983-1995 
littlebiscuit_2000@yahoo.com 
 
You’re invited to include arti-
cles, classified ads, promotional 
notes, and/or advertisements 
and pictures of events.  Remem-
ber to have all newsletter mate-
rial sent to me by the 25th of 
each month.  Thanks! 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
for event leaders in this 
issue: 
 
Mike Hunter  503-502-2382 
 
Jim Perkey  503-390-7327 
 
Gary Schrader  503-859-3132 
 
Don Esch 503-884-2501 
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For sale: Mans dry-suit size med. Older but never worn. Asking $300.00 OBO. 

Margarette @ 541-259-4898. 

The WVM 2017 Miners Meadow Rendezvous is fast approaching,  June 28 thru 

July 3. As always, all who attend this outing will have a great time camping, dining 

among the trees, sleeping with the wonderful sounds of a bubbling brook, listen-

ing to great live music and winning great prizes. 

There is no cost to members for this outing as the club has paid for the reserva-
tion. Two pit toilets are provided, otherwise it is DRY CAMPING, so bring your own 
water and   power, as needed. 

Directions: Take I-5 south from Salem to the second Albany off ramp (marked to 
Lebanon and Sweethome). Stay on the main road through Lebanon and 
sweethome. (There are many places to get fuel and a Walmart on the East side of 
Lebanon). Two miles East of Sweethome, and at the East end of Foster Lake, turn 
left onto Quartzville Road. Stay on Quartzville Road for approximately 24 miles. 
When you pass the BLM Yellowbottom Camp Ground you will be getting very 
close.  Look for WVM signs on your right and turn into the first gravel road. Pro-
ceed straight ahead through the chain link gate and select an open site based on 
the amount of space you will need (tent vs. RV). The non-fee camping area you 
will drive through will be occupied by others so please watch out for kids and ani-
mals. You may encounter road work and delays on Quartzville Rd. 

Depending on whether or not the Campground is occupied before and/or after us, 
access into the Reservation Area will be from 12 noon on Thursday June 28 and 
we need to be out by 12 noon on Monday July 3. If you can, please come at Noon 
on Thursday June 28 to help with setting up the common area.  Thanks to all and 
SEE YOU SOON!!! 

NOTE: No digging is allowed anywhere within the Reservation area and wood fires 
are only allowed in the provided fire pits. Come prepared to have a total blast!! 

 

For other info: Howard Conner  503-399-0292 

 

 

Howard C., our Librarian, has again asked that those of you who 
check items out of the library to please bring them back so others can 
have access to those books, maps, tapes, etc. Also, it's time for out-
door activities. He has made trip planner forms for you to fill out and 
give to a neighbor, family member or whomever that lets them know 
where you are going, when you plan to return, and any other infor-
mation that may be useful in case of an emergency. It's a good idea 
folks. 
 
And with that the meeting was adjourned. See you next month. Patti 
Perkey, Secretary. 



 

 5 

 

WVMA 
Minor's Meadow Rendezvous 2017 

 
Scheduled Activities: 
 
Thursday 29 June  1300 (1:00 PM):  Early arrival and set-up common area 
 
Friday 30 June: 
 
1800 (6 PM):  Fireside gathering and entertainment, common area 
 
Saturday 1  July: 
 
1000 (10 AM):  Ducky Race 
 
1100 (11 AM):  Kids Poker Chip Hunt 
 
1300 (1 PM):  Fantabulous Pot Luck Lunch 
 
1430 (2:30 PM):  Metal Detector Hunt  (60 minute time limit for prizes) 
 
1600 (4 PM):  Speed Panning Contests 
 
1800 (6 PM):  Prize Awards 
 
1900 (7 PM):  Fireside entertainment and fellowship, common area 
 
Sunday 2 July: 
 
1000 (10 AM):  Second Chance DUCKY RACE 
 
Monday 3 July:  Depart Miners Meadow by 1100 (11 AM) 
 
Note:  1)  Times are approximate.  2)  Winners need not be present for Ducky Race. 
 
NO DIGGING IS ALLOWED, OR NEEDED, DURING METAL DETECTING IN DESIGNATED DETECTION AREA, OR 
WITHIN THE CAMPING AREA. 
 
Howard Conner 

Club Seeks Gold for Purchase 
 
30 mesh gold used in club fund raisers (gold bags) needed urgently.  Will pay go-
ing rate-contact Treasurer, Rick  at 503-507-8844 



 

 

Willamette Valley Miners  

PO BOX 13044 

Salem OR  97309-1044 
 
 

 

Meetings Third Thursday of each Month 7:00 PM 
Marion County Fire Hall  

300 Cordon Rd NE, Salem, OR 

Willamette Valley Miners  

Our purpose is to keep alive the spirit 

and preserve the rights and privileges 

of all miners and prospectors, by edu-

cating and encouraging small-scale 

mining and helping establish a positive 

image of today’s mineral prospectors 

and miners. 


