Willamette Valley Miners

April 2017

Upcoming Events
April 8th-Beverly Beach Outing– Wes Jeffers (This is a change
from the calendar)

April 14-16th-Rickerall Rock and Gem Show– Jim Perkey
May 26-29th : Vincent Creek Outing—Alan Mitchell and Larry
Coon

Officers
President -Jim Perkey

Meeting Minutes-March16, 2017
Howdy all—our March meeting was called to order by V.P.
Eban Ray and Trevor S. led us in the pledge of allegiance.
There were 29 members and one guest in attendance as per the
sign-in sheet. Our own Sam Seth also was here-good to see
you again. Josh Bohmker also visited and he said “thanks” for
our participation at the State Capitol. Josh is offering tours and
workshops at his claim to learn the history in the Waldo Mining
District, how to read a hillside and identify placer deposits and
metal-detecting basics and techniques. Sounds like fun! For
more info you can go to www.GOLDPANNERSGUIDE.com.
Claudia W. gave us a Q&A update regarding MMAC. One
question referred to an MOU (memo of understanding). Once
it's in place BLM can not break that contract because it was negotiated under legislative order. Next, how can BLM and most
others be kept out of our mining district's business? The districts have a tribunal and if a complaint is filed against a miner
in that district the tribunal will determine the merits of the
charges and the resolution of the case. But, the district and the
miner must be a member of MMAC. Only BLM will have authority over mining. No State or other Federal agencies or departments will have any authority over the mining industries.
BLM will have authority only in filing of location notices,
recording of all relevant mining records and documenting yearly labor reported
on claims.
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Minutes –continue
Mike K. and Alan M. volunteered to bring cookies next month. Thanks guys and thank you Mike
K. for tonight's goodies.
Rick S. gave the Treasurer's report for last
month. He stated that we now have 74
paid-up memberships and with the life members that brings the total to 86 members.
Mike H. made the motion to accept the report
as read, Joyce W. made the second and
it was passed by vote.
The minutes for last month received a motion to
accept by Don E., was seconded
and approved by vote of the members.
From Claims, Larry C. stated there's nothing new
to report. From the Newsletter, our Editor was
absent this evening, but kudos to Mike H.for
the great letter he wrote. Hope all of you took
the time to read it.
Tom Q. gave us a report about the Capitol rally
held the day before. He thanked all who contributed their time and effort in setting things up,
tearing down and standing in the rain with the
picket signs. Many thanks to Penny E. for all her
work to make those signs for us. The turn-out
itself wasn't real big, somewhere around 40-50
people and not as many Senators and Reps
came down to talk to us as we had hoped.
But he thought we got some pretty good feed
back from some people in the Capitol.
Jim had an interesting conversation with a lady,
who turned out to be a reporter for the Wall
Street Journal, that was quite interested in the
information he was telling her. She said she
would relay this to her co-workers upon her return to New York. Mike H. was told that the displays and information touched a lot of people.
Our web-site is actually working again according
to Jeff F. Somehow he fixed it and
you can look at all the pictures now. The new
site is still being worked on and its

starting to come together, but there is still more
to do. He said it's going to look nicer
and he has added some new features. Thank
you Jeff!
The up-coming outings are: April 8th is the Beverly Beach outing. 10:00a.m. At the
Beverly Beach day-use parking lot. If you need
to borrow some equipment Wes will
have some available. It's always fun and interesting do bring your bucket, shovel and
a lunch (and maybe rain gear). For more information contact Wes at 971-563-5080.
On April 14th-16th is the Willamette Agate &
Mineral show at the Polk County fairgrounds.
Times are Friday and Saturday 9:00a.m. - 5:00
p.m and Sunday10:00a.m.4:00 p.m. This is an annual event for us where
we set up a booth with the panning
tubs, sell our gold bags and help people pan out
their treasure. Friday is the big daythe school field trips are on tap and that usually
involves several hundred. So, if you
would like to volunteer a few hours of your time
to help out contact Jim P. at
503-390-7327 or Howard C. at 503-399-0292.
And on May 26th-29th is the
Vincent Creek outing.
For sale: Mans dry-suit size med. Older but never
worn. Asking $300.00 OBO. Margarette @ 541259-4898.

Address has
changed
to :2375
Madison
St.NE

Minutes –continue
For Government Affairs Mike H. said Sen. Boquist handed him the new draft of the SB3
amendments and it looks to be very much in our favor. It states that we will be able to mine in
the upper streams, but ESH waters are still under the moratorium and the DEQ will issue a single permit (general authorization & the 700 permit form). You must have this to mine with
motorized equipment anywhere in the state. This is still in draft form but if it happens we
may be “golden”. Tom Q. also told us what we need to do to keep our mining interests in the
forefront. Like it's been said before, we need to write our letters with our concerns to every
Senator and Representative and send them to the Capitol. Or you can e-mail them at this
wesite: www.oregonlegislature.gov. You can also phone their offices direct. BUT—he thinks
we should wait a bit until we find out more on SB3 and how the new amendments were received. Mike H. stressed that as miners we can not say we support SB3 because this bill conflicts with the 1872 mining law. But what we can say is that this bill could be a benefit to the
State of Oregon. And lastly, on March 6th our own Valerie F. went to the Capitol and was an
honorary Page in the House of Representatives. Way to go!
In Old Business, Jim P. discussed our Constitution again. Tonight he recapped the
changes that were proposed last month and explained them in more detail. He then
read the proposed changes as they would appear in the revised Constitution. He will
bring a copy of the complete revised Constitution to the April meeting. Also in old
business Mike H. recommended that we as individuals and as an association buy more
tickets for the half pound gold drawing. There are still lots of prizes to be won and the
funds from this drawing are going to the legal fund for the ongoing miners battle of
SB-838 in Oregon. Wes J. made a motion that WVM should buy the same number of
tickets that we did last time, it received a second and was passed by vote. If you wish
to buy tickets go to the web-site for Armadillo Mining.
For Good of The Order, Don Esch said if you wish to help set up displays on Thursday
April 13th at the Rickreall Show there will be a free spaghetti dinner provided for
volunteers. Also Howard C. has the club patches that are still for sale so if you want
any you can contact him. And Eban stated that Joe Green made an appearance on an
environmental program called “Emerald Planet” that has already been shown in 144
countries. If you want to view this go to https://youtube/1br-dgcEgxc or try going to
you tube Emerald Planet. Tom Q suggest that we could call the Lars Larsen Radio
Show to talk about our mining concerns. Lastly Josh B. thanked WVM on behalf of
Waldo Mining District for all the work we do here and for our contributions.
Submitted by Patti Perkey Secretary
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March Government affairs report.

WVM Supporting
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Government Affairs
Mike Hunter
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Claims Committee
• Larry Coons
• Howard Conner
• Clifford Boren
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Events & Outings
See Events Calendar
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Trudy Schrader
Newsletter Editor
Amy Goulter-Allen
503-983-1995
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You’re invited to include articles, classified ads, promotional
notes, and/or advertisements
and pictures of events. Remember to have all newsletter material sent to me by the 25th of
each month. Thanks!

CONTACT INFORMATION

for event leaders in this
issue:
Mike Hunter 503-502-2382
Jim Perkey 503-390-7327
Gary Schrader 503-859-3132

The final committee hearing on SB 3 -8 was today. It passed committee on to a
senate floor vote with party line support as expected. Stating the meeting was
“contentious “, would be an understatement. Senators Olsen and Baertschiger
were steadfast in our defense and did present solid factual evidence of the disservice to the mining community. We commend them for their knowledge
and efforts. The floor vote will likely be next week and both Tom Q. and myself intend to be in the galley to observe.
Of note, the tipping issue was the “uncertainty” of the effect on lamprey
spawn and the native American sacred fish nonsense. To be informed on this,
here is a history lesson and scientific study evaluation:
HISTORY -Dredge mining has occurred in the west coast mining streams since
the late 1850’s – that’s 167 years, don’t you think if early dredging (all 12
months per year) did not eliminate lamprey, then what we do now can’t be
that disastrous.
SCIENCE - Harvey. 1986 - Using a 6” suction dredge, the findings were that
less than 1% of all invertebrates (3,065 insects)- about 30 were injured or
died after being passed through the suction.
Repopulation of insects in the dredged areas returned to normal after 7 to 45
days.
Cut throat trout fingerlings passed through the suction without any ill effects.
Seasonal water fluctuations removed all traces of dredge actions.
My thoughts, - if bugs, snails and trout fingerlings are not injured in suctioning, and 167 years of dredge activity have not impacted lamprey; then how
do we ---(I was going to say).. get rid of the slimy parasites??
On the federal level we are informed MMAC has been very active in meetings
and cultivating support for mining districts control of in district activity and deregulation - via the Dept. of Interior and BLM.
The final information is what SB 3-8 will do. IT does REMOVE the moratorium,
but replaces it with a Permanent ban in ESH waters. So our laws suit still is valid, as one was a temporary, the new is a permanent blockage of our federal
mining rights.
What we did gain:
Upper stream reaches above ESH are open with proper permits. No limit on
the number of permits. Both 600 and 700 permits will be available.
We can use all hand powered tools.
We can use 4” dredges and 16 hp motors.
What we did NOT get: Grandfathered - all federal claims
Lowered from class A violation. Mining w/o permit can cost $2,000.00 fine
Permit fees remain at $250 for application in addition to $250 per year, unless
the DEQ determines a lesser fee. (FAT Chance)
Next month more after the House of Reps hearings.
Submitted by Mike Hunter

Don Esch 503-884-2501
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UPDATED 04/04/17

FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE WALDO & GALICE MINING DISTRICT’S LEGAL FUND FIGHTING SB 838 & DEQ
1. Grand Prize: 1/2 LB PLACER GOLD
2. AMRA LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP – 75+ CLAIMS IN 5 STATES
3. KEENE HIGH BANKER #173 W/BRIGGS MOTOR
4. 1941 WW2 Captured Russian Nagant Pistol (Documented)
5. REFURBISHED "AT GOLD" METAL DETECTOR
6. " NEW "KEENE MINI MAX POWER SLUICE
7. 1/4 LB ( 20 ) silver COINS
8. CASCADE MINI HIGHBANKER
9. 3-STACK GOLD CUBE DELUXE
10. 7 DAY ROARING CAMP ADVENTURE for ONE
11. (2) VB CLASSIFING GOLD FIlTER COMBO
12. 11.0 DWT GOLD NUGGET
13. 54” ULTRA WIDE FLARE STREAM SLUICE KIT
14. 6.1 gram "ALASKAN" GOLD NUGGET
15. Approx 2.4g NUGGET / BRIGGS POCKET MINE
16. BSA HUNTMAN * Hunting Rifle Scope
17. WHITES / BULLSEYE TRX PINPOINTER
18. 1 SET of 6 Gold Mining Books, by: T.BOHMKER
19. A52 KEENE SLUICE
20. 2 Nights/ 3 Days for (2) KAMP KLAMATH
21. BIG FOOT STATUE
22. CUSTOM GRANITE WALL MIRROR
23. ESTWING/GEO PALEO PICK
24. PAINTED MINER STATUE
25. MINI STURGILL ENT./ SLUICE BOX
26. WHITES / LESCHE DIGGER WITH SHEATH
27. (4) FANCY HANDLED KNIVES
28. (2) 27,000 lb RECOVERY TOW STRAPS
29. GARRETT REGULAR PANNING KIT
30. book: PROSPECTORS GUIDE to RESEARCHING claims
31. MINER STATUE (NOT PAINTED )
32. MINI MINER STATUE (NOT PAINTED )
33. book: A DREAM OF GOLD $
34. DYTON GILLILAND'S MUSIC DVD'S
35. (5) 1 oz SILVER BARS w/MINER & MULE (embossed)
36. (2) AMERICAN PROSPECTOR / 1 oz SILVER ROUNDS
37. INDIAN LIBERTY 1 oz SILVER ROUND

Market Value GALICE & WALDO Mining Members
$2,500.00 AMERICAN MINING RIGHTS ASSOC.
$1,750.00 KEENE ENGINEERING
Market Value RANDY PROBASCO
$550.00 "GARRETT" METAL DETECTORS
$499.00 KEENE ENGINEERING
Market Value ARMADILLO MINING
$399.00 GARY STURGILL ENT.
$389.95 "GOLD CUBE " MIKE & PAM PUNG
$375.00 GARY STURGILL ENT.
$339.00 CHARLOTTE GARCIA
Market Value ARMADILLO MINING
$305.00 ROYAL MANUFACTURING
$244.00 METAL DECTOR'S & MORE / WALT EVANS
$200.00 JOSH & SARah BOHMKER
$175.00 ROBERT & SHELLEY STUMBO
$159.95 WHITE'S MANUFACTURE
$130.00 TOM BOHMKER
$125.00 DAVE LEWIS
$103.00 AARRON FUNK
$100.00 FRANK SERRONI
$90.00 FORM GEN PRO DEVELOP / JON NEESE
$65.00 DAVE DAVENPORT
$59.95 STEVE SMITH
$59.95 JACK & JEANIE STILL
$49.95 JACK & JEANIE STILL
$49.95 DAVE LEWIS
$48.95 (ea.) WHEELER'S OFF ROAD
$29.95 "GARRETT" METAL DETECTORS
$29.95 TOM KITCHAR
$29.95 STEVE SMITH
$29.95 JACK & JEANIE STILL
29.95 DANNY VANDERSCHELDEN
$25.00 (set) DYTON GILLILAND
$20.00 (ea.) MR. WILSON
$20.00 (ea.) CHUCK @ MIDWEST PROSPECTOR
$20.00 KATE & JOHN GILLILEND

Club Seeks Gold for Purchase

30 mesh gold used in club fund raisers (gold bags) needed urgently. Santa took
lots for stocking stuffers this x-mas. Will pay going rate-contact Treasurer, Rick
at 503-507-8844

5

Willamette Valley Miners
PO BOX 13044
Salem OR 97309-1044

Meetings Third Thursday of each Month 7:00 PM
Willamette Valley Miners
Our purpose is to keep alive the spirit
and preserve the rights and privileges
of all miners and prospectors, by educating and encouraging small-scale
mining and helping establish a positive
image of today’s mineral prospectors
and miners.

Marion County Fire Hall
300 Cordon Rd NE, Salem, OR

