Willamette Valley Miners

February 2017

Upcoming Events
February 25th-Metal detecting @ Riverfront Park-Jim and Gary
March15th-Capital Demo Day @OR. State Capital-Mike and Tom
April 8th-Beverly Beach Outing– Wes Jeffers (This is a change from the
calendar)

Officers
President -Jim Perkey

Meeting Minutes-January 19, 2017

503-390-7327
JPtoads@gmail.com

Happy New Year to you all! The January meeting was called to order by
our new President Jim Perkey who also led us in the pledge of allegiance.
There were 43 members and one guest in attendance as per the sign-in
sheet. Please remember to sign in so I can get an accurate count-thanks.
Bernie has volunteered to bring cookies next month. A big ol' thank you to
all that created the bakery spread tonight!

Vice Presidents

Joe Greene gave an informative power-point presentation regarding the
MMAC (Minerals and Mining Advisory Council) and what they are doing
and trying to accomplish. Back in the 1800's miners came together to
write their laws and regulations to set up their mining claims into districts.
The Lode Mining law and the Placer Act were combined into the 1872
Mining law. Now miners have rights that cannot be pre-empted by state
law. But some federal and state agencies can require some mitigation of
activities according to the 9th circuit court but cannot unreasonably prohibit a miner's right to mine. A mining district has the ability to create
rules and regulations that puts the district on a level playing field with
those agencies. MMAC is the only federally recognized organization that
can provide power over land designations from the past, in the present
and in the future. This gives the miner extra protection. Approximately
132 mining districts have been identified in western Oregon counties and
89 districts in the east side. So far, MMAC has organized the North Santiam and Quartzville districts plus four more in the east side. The MMAC
advises the districts and through memberships and donations they are
working on bills and amendments to protect miner's rights on the federal
level in Washington, D.C..

Captainmvh@yahoo.com
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Eben Ray
503-508-1497
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Mike Hunter
503-502-2382

Sectary- Patty Perky
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Newsletter
Amy Goulter-Allen
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Rick Stepper
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Minutes –continue
The mission is to unite all miners, mining companies, public land use groups, etc., under one
united body for one cause to use our granted
rights to federal and public lands. The Forest Service has no rights to regulate us except for the
rights that the BLM gave to them under a memo of
understanding. The benefits of MMAC may cause a
cut in state and federal spending. In March 2016,
MMAC founders attended 36 meetings in D.C. With
legislators in the House and Senate and found
them to be supportive of miners. Legislators
agreed that mining and metal development is a
national security issue. Some of MMAC's accomplishments so far have been to take several mining
districts out of areas of critical environmental concerns, one district removed from a “sue and settle”
case, and several districts have been allowed to
open closed roads. In the last 8 months, with
MMAC's assistance, approximately 5.5 million
acres of public land is open to the public. This has
been a shortened version of Joe's report. If you
need more info you should contact him or Claudia
Wise. Thank you Joe.
Rick S. gave the Treasurer's report for the months
of Nov. and Dec. Howard made the motion to accept as read with Claudia making the second and it
was approved by vote. Rick also stated that Howard C. and Bernie H. did the audit for 2016 and all
was balanced and A-ok. Mike H. made the motion
to accept the audit as reported with Howard making the second. It was approved by vote of the
members.
Minutes for the previous meetings in Nov. and Dec.
were accepted by motion, a second and vote to
approve. As the newsletter editor, Amy asks for input from members. Please e-mail these with an
attachment by the 25th of the month so she can
get it to the printers. Reach her at littlebiscuit_2000@
yahoo.com.
From Claims committee Larry C. stated that there
was nothing new to say.

As a result of the purchase of tickets in the 1/2#
gold raffle WVM won several prizes. These will be
raffle off from time to time at our meetings.
The up-coming events of interest will be: Feb. 25th
-Metal detecting at the Riverfront Park in downtown Salem. We will meet at 10:00 in the parking
lot behind the Gilbert House Museum. Contact Jim
@503-390-7327 or Gary S. @ 503-859-3132 if you
have any questions. On March 15th-Capital
Demo day at the State Capital building. Your contacts for more information are Mike H. @503-5022382 or Tom Q. @ 503-371-9747. March 25-26 is
the GPAA Gold Show at the Portland Expo Center.
In government affairs Mike H. reported that SB3 is
a loss for us. But SB644 looks like it may be hopeful
if we can use it to nullify some of the language
in SB3. Mike has been talking to legislators about
rural Oregon economics and was well received.
According to some we may have a chance to get
the SB3 modified in the House. If three of the five
undecided democrats can be persuaded to our
cause things could come around to our favor. Tom
Q. also stated that SB3 has included $10,000 fines
now if you do not have your proper permits.
Wow !
There was no old business to discuss tonight.
In new business Jim P. talked briefly about an adhoc meeting held previously to make some suggestions to amend our constitution. Those who were
able to attend were Jim, Rick S., Lonnie M., Mike
H., and myself. Lonnie said a draft will be presented to the membership for study. It will be included
in this month's newsletter and discussed at the
February meeting.

Howard asked for a run-down of this year's events. There will be a couple extra metal detectors available for
use if any of you would like to join in the hunt next month and don't have your own equipment. Also please
note, the April 1st outing to Beverly Beach has been changed to April 8th. Howard stated that the Mayor of
Prineville may be willing to come over to give us a presentation of that area. And that might be a good place
to visit for a rock-hounding outing. Howard also asked the membership to give him in-put for future program
presentations.
Meeting adjourned
Submitted by Patti Perkey, Secretary
January 21 Workshop
I would like to thank all of the 18 adults, and 4 youngsters that came to the potluck, mining workshop. We
got to clean up some gold concentrates, use some different equipment, and listen to a lot of uhhh stories. In
addition the food stuffs were outstanding (raisin icing cake.. by Joan) Etc. Looking forward to the next outing.
(February 25 Metal Detecting at River Front Park) .. Jim Perkey
Presidents Comments
Hello .. This is your President speaking .. ( at least you can hear me in print) I would like to say how much an
honor it is to participate in this role, even though I am nervous, and have never been in this role before. I
think it is important for the membership to step up to the plate and fill some of these offices and not rely on
the same ten or fifteen people to carry the load every year. We are in a situation now were we must consider
some changes to our constitution so we can carry on the association's business. Please consider carefully the
changes that are being proposed, and don't be afraid to let your opinions be heard. We rule by consensus,
and every voice is important. Jim Perkey
Government affairs report
Busy few weeks, had meetings with Senators Boquist, Girod, Roblan, Hansell, and Olsen with Jim Perky.
Met with Megan from Ferrioli’s office and testified with Larry Chase and Rich Angstrom at the SB 3 public
meeting.
The status of SB 3 is continued in a “work shop” which means it will still be alive and open for amendments.
No further public input is possible. Good news, it did not advance uncontested and several Senators expressed the need to modify the bill. The state agencies provided maps of the SB 838 coverage and then overlaid the map of the SB 3. The entire state (90%) went red indicating closures both stream and upland. The
upland will be so permitted and regulated the state said only about 10 of the major mining activities could
comply with the restrictions. The reaction of the committee was surprise.
This would be the death of all small mining in Oregon. I testified about Oregon DEQ withholding a new federal fisheries study that stated suction dredging would not have any impact on salmon, or the environment. I
pointed out that persons making a major decision about the loss of over 18 Million dollars to the rural economy should have access to all creditable information both pro and con. I ask the committee to ask DEQ why
they withheld the report. Have to wait to see if DEQ has a response.
More meetings are scheduled with senators next week. Have not approached any representatives until we
know what the senate advances for their consideration. Thanks to Tom Q., Scott A., Jon B., Sam, Joe Mc., and
others who attended and spoke for our cause.
Maybe a new development with the resignation of Marion County Representative Vic Gillam (R).
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Submitted by Mike Hunter

WVM Constitution Update Ad-hoc Committee Completes Draft
WVM Supporting
Staff & Event Leaders
Government Affairs
Mike Hunter
503-502-2382

Ad-hoc committee chair, Jim Perkey, reports he met with interested members,
who could attend a working meeting, completed a proposed draft of an updated
and revised Constitution. President Perkey indicated the next steps are pursuant
to existing constitutional rule for amending our Constitution:


This ad hoc committee met for the purpose to propose a draft amending existing text sections either by omitting or adding new content.
 Then, this draft proposal is now being offered to all active members for further changes or acceptance.
 To finish, the accepted final version will be placed before the members for
ratification by 2/3 of the members’ affirmative vote, at the duly notice
meeting. This occurs after members are given a written copy (in the newsletter) for thirty (30) days prior to this ratification to be taken, as our current
Constitution states.
So, we are looking at the presentation in February, March meeting to be the
adoption of the finalized document. We’ll let you all know as this progresses.

Claims Committee
 Larry Coons
 Howard Conner
 Clifford Boren
 George Crutcher
Events & Outings
See Events Calendar
Howard Conner
503-399-0292
Connerh@centurylink.net

Summary of Changes
The following summary is not prepared by the committee and is not a part of the draft
for consideration.

Website
Trudy Schrader
Newsletter Editor
Amy Goulter-Allen
503-983-1995
littlebiscuit_2000@yahoo.com
You’re invited to include articles, classified ads, promotional
notes, and/or advertisements
and pictures of events. Remember to have all newsletter
material sent to me by the 25th
of each month. Thanks!

CONTACT INFORMATION

for event leaders in this
issue:
Mike Hunter 503-502-2382
Jim Perkey 503-390-7327
Gary Schrader 503-859-3132
Don Esch 503-884-2501

4

It is an editor’s brief statement of the essential features of the proposed changes
to the WVM’s combined Constitution and Bylaws document.
Add and include inadvertently omitted subject matter in the governing document, previously implied but not definitively stated, commonly required in constitutions and bylaws established by corporations.
 State the name of the organization and any abbreviation officially used.
 State the required officers.
 Address the removal of members for cause.
Revise, update, consolidate and clarify the membership’s role in the election
term of officers and officer’s duties to be in line with current practices.
 Any officer may sign a WVM check for an approved payment. Strike the word
co-sign and replace with sign.
 Add VP as an officer who may sign for an approved payment.
 Clarify the one-year term of all officers is determined by an annual election.
Remove Term Limits section imposing another limit of consecutive terms in
same office; where, if termed-out, allowed a lateral election to another office.
 Remove entire Registered Agent section and consolidate State of Oregon requirement to have Registered Agent be the Treasure.
 Update and bring current financial safeguards and practices.
 Checks need only one signature for an approved payment.
 Clarify limitation on payee may not be a signer on any WVM check.

NOTE: Subject matter in boldfaced type in an amended section is new; subject matter [italic and bracketed] is existing Constitution text to be omitted. New sections are in boldfaced type.
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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF WILLAMETTE VALLEY MINERS
PURPOSE: To keep alive the spirit, and preserve the rights and privileges of all miners and prospectors, by
educating and encouraging small-scale mining and helping establish a positive image of today’s mineral
prospectors and miners.
Article I. [National Cooperation: Members are encouraged to support and join other similar
organizations.] Name: The name of this association shall be Willamette Valley Miners (WVM).
Article II. Membership & Dues:
Section I. Membership: Membership is open to all.
Section II. Dues: Annual dues to be a donation for an individual or families, including children
less than 18 years living in the same household. Dues for officers are waived for the year holding office.
Program Director, Raffle Director, Government Affairs and others may have their dues waived by a
vote from the Board of Directors. Lifetime Membership must be voted-in by the members present at
regularly held meeting.
Article III. Regular WVM Meetings:
Section I. Timing: Regular WVM meetings shall be held.
Section II. Transactions and Special Meeting: Transactions of legal binding WVM business, legal
business and urgent matters, require 7 members, consisting of at least 2 officers and 5 members. The Off
calling the meeting must notify all other officers, and contact as many members as needed.
Section III. Guests: Guests are welcome at any regular WVM meeting. During outings, a guest
must be invited by a paid member. While on WVM claims, guest may assist with member’s equipment, not
their own. Member shall be responsible for their guest.
Article IV. [ Duties of ] WVM officers. The following shall be the officers and their duties:
Section I. President: Facilitates meetings, coordinates information to members,[co-sign]sign
checks as approved, assists [political] committee activities, and conducts meetings in an organized manner.
Vice-President: Serves as Sergeant at Arms. Shall perform the duties of the President in his/her
absence. If the President’s position is determined to be vacant, the Vice-president shall fill that vacancy
until next regularly held elections. Sign checks as approved.
Secretary: Takes minutes of the meetings, mail/post completed minutes and monthly meeting
notice, assists with correspondence projects: copies, etc. [Co-sign] Sign checks as approved.
Treasurer: Maintain financial records, reports fiscal status every meeting, maintains records of dues
[Co-sign] Sign checks as approved. The Treasure shall also act as the Registered Agent.

Club Seeks Gold for
Purchase
30 mesh gold used in club
fund raisers (gold bags)
needed urgently. Santa
took lots for stocking
stuffers this x-mas. Will
pay going rate-contact
Treasurer, Rick at 503-
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Bylaw Update continues:
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Auditors: 2 auditors shall be selected from the WVM membership at large. The auditors shall audit,
sign, and date the treasurer’s books before they are presented to the membership at the first meeting of the
annual year.
Board of Directors: Shall consist of the elected officers and the immediate past officers.
Section II. Elections: Active members shall hold election of officers every year at the regular
November meeting. The term of all officers is determined by the annual election.
Time to take office: All appointees shall assume their duties in January.
[Term Limits: Officers may hold a position for 2 terms. Then they must vacate the position for 1
year, however, they may accept another position during that time. Filling a Vacancy for 6 months or less
does not count as a term.]
Vacancies: Vacancies occurring prior to the regular election shall be filled by election at the next
regular WVM meeting following the vacancy. The board of directors shall have the responsibility of
declaring an office vacant when it is determined that the necessary duty of that office has not been, or cannot
be fulfilled.
[Registered Agent: An active member shall be designated as the registered agent. Responsibilities
are to be primary contact of Incorporation paperwork and perform annual corporate filing with the
Corporate Division of the Secretary of State.]
Article V. Financial:
Section I. Fiscal year vs. Annual year: WVM’s fiscal year shall extend from January 1 thru
December 31. WVM’s annual year extends from January 1 thru December 31.
Section II. Expenditure Signature Requirements: All checks shall have [2 (two) signatures] 1 (one)
signature. [No related officers can sign the same check.] Payee shall not be a [ cosigner] signer of any
WVM checks.
Section III. Expenditure Signature Requirements: Approved signatures on WVM checks shall be
the president, vice-president, secretary, or treasurer.
Section IV Expenditure: No funds shall be allotted to individuals other than for WVM operations,
related issues or to preserve the rights of miners. All funds other than for normal WVM operations shall be
voted on at a regularly held meeting.
Article VI. Amendments: This constitution may be amended at any legally constituted regular WVM
meeting by a 2/3 vote of the members present, provided such amendment has been submitted to the membership In
writing at least 30 days prior to the meeting.
Article VII. Non-Profit Articles of Incorporation—Dispersal of WVM assets: In the event of dissolution
of WVM, all assets will be dispersed to an established mining organization actively involved in promoting
mining interest. The mining organization will be determined by a majority vote at the last regular WVM meeting.
Article VIII. Government Affairs: Keeps WVM members informed regarding legislation at the State and
federal levels. (This position may not always be filled).
Article IX. Expulsion
The Board of Directors, by two-thirds (2/3) majority vote, shall recommend to the body-at-large for
majority vote to expel any member of the association for the following reasons:
(1) Conduct unbecoming a member of the association.
(2) Malfeasance in office.

Willamette Valley Miners
PO BOX 13044
Salem OR 97309-1044

Meetings Third Thursday of each Month 7:00 PM
Willamette Valley Miners
Our purpose is to keep alive the spirit
and preserve the rights and privileges
of all miners and prospectors, by educating and encouraging small-scale
mining and helping establish a positive
image of today’s mineral prospectors
and miners.

Marion County Fire Hall
300 Cordon Rd NE, Salem, OR

