Willamette Valley Miners

February 2016

Eureka 2016
Upcoming Events
Feb 27th, Metal Detecting, location TBA, Jim Perkey and Gary Schrader

March 18th, Tour, Whites Metal Detecting Factory. Mike Hunter

Officers

April 2nd, Beverly Beach. Wes Jeffers
April 9 and 10th 2016 Portland Gold and Treasure Show

Meeting Minutes

President

David Darnell
503-951-0415
David@visionpowerandlight.com

Vice Presidents

January 21st , 2016
The Meeting of the Willamette Valley Miners Association was called to
order at 7:00pm by David Darnell and Mike Hunter led us in the pledge of
allegiance. There were 48 members and 7 guest present.
Welcome Jim Cook, Swen Anderson from Lebanon, Pat and Brenda
McKay recently moved here from Washington, Mark Anderson from
Stream Savers and Rich Angstrom from OCPA.
Approval of Minutes- were approved as read, motion to accept was
made by Howard and seconded by Karen
Treasurer’s report- Rick gave the report. It was moved by Howard and
seconded by Mike to accept the treasurer’s report as read, motion
passed.
Claims- no report
Newsletter– Please send pictures and stories of activities to Amy She is
now the in charge of the newsletter.
Website-no report (we will be getting a new password with payed
membership)
Membership – Rick also reminded us that Membership is due for 2016 so
send in the application with payment please.
Raffle Table- we have a nugget, a horseshoe miner, the raffle table and
50/50.

Cecil Beckstead
503-569-3611
Beckstead830@gmail.com

Mike Hunter
503-502-2382
Captainmvh@yahoo.com

Secretary/Newsletter

Amy Goulter-Allen
503-983-1995
littlebiscuit_2000@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Rick Stepper
503-507-8844
DancingDolphin@live.com

Minutes –continue
Government AffairsMike updated us on his on going work in the war room at
the capital. One thing we need
to be aware if is the
“Emergency Clause” this is being abuse to push things
through the legislator
without voters getting to have
a say. Mike has petitions that
can be signed to stop this from
being used for things that are
not emergencies. Contact
Mike Hunter for more information. If you are interested

in being involved with government affairs contact Mike.
Old business: was not discussed due to guest speakers
New Business: not discussed.

Past OutingJanuary 16th will be a Concentrates party/potluck at the
Perkey’s. We did not have a
chance to discuss. The
meeting ran long with two
guess speakers.

Upcoming events- were not
discussed but are listed on the
front page and on the
calendar.
Announcements: none
We forgot to announce the
buzzard.
Adjourned at 9:30
Submitted by Amy GoulterAllen

Approximately 85% of all mining streams in Oregon are listed ESH
Update on Dry Gulch Claim
The Raffle Report
Thanks to all the members that donate items
for the table raffle.
Valerie Farrand
Don’t forget you can
bring anything you
think someone else
could use for the raffle
table.

2

I have had a conversation with Jim Billings at the Portland
ODEQ office. He has informed me that NON-motorized mining on Dry Gulch will be acceptable, however for motorized
mining such as dredging that will need to wait until a discussion is made by DEQ in March or April. I also understand
that motorized mining will be on an individual basis as far as
locations. My guess is that if a person wants to dredge on
Dry Gulch outside of the in water work time they will need to
get a personal OK form DEQ as they are not going to issue
anymore variances which we have had in the past. In saying
that however I plan to continue my conversation with DEQ to
find some way to get a variance back.
Also There will be new ESH maps coming out so who knows
what kind of a headache that will be.
If anyone has questions please give me a call.
Larry Coon
Claims

Guest Speakers at our meeting 1/21/2016
Rich Angstrom from OCPA and OMA give us an update on what he is doing at the capital and kind of where we stand at this point. If you want to keep up with what he is doing you can look
Oregon Mining Association on Facebook. There will be two mining symposiums this
summer one in baker City and one in Southern Oregon. Rich made it clean that we
should make sure we are not doing anything that would give the media a reason to
paint us in a bad light.

Mark Anderson –from Stream savers gave us a presentation about how they got started, his background and what their mission is. Karen Darrell is involved with this. Basically they are using dredging equipment to clean streams and ponds. It is a way to
show that we are wanting to help keep our streams clean and safe. They have many
great ideas and it could be volunteer but could become paided jobs down the road.
This would also be a way to introduce youth to dredging as well. If you would like more
information about this group they also have a Facebook page, or contact Karen

Darrell she is one a WVM member.
Thank you both for coming to speak to us.

Notes from our President
2016 is a New Year
As a fresh year starts, I’d like to thank all those who work so diligently to ensure Willamette Valley Mining Association not only survives but thrives. Although membership is down from previous years, we remain
financially healthy and able to offer the variety of events and outings that we know members, new and
old, will enjoy.
Our first meeting of the year brought a number of guests, a few of which became members, and it’s my
hope we are able to provide encouragement and skills to new members, as well as, share in their (and
our) excitement of the hunt for gold and the other fun things that come from the ground.
Regardless of the heavy hand of agenda driven legislation, we still have the opportunity to get out in
I hope you’ll join me.
David
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REBUTTA L INFORMATION - SB 1530
WVM Supporting
Staff & Event Leaders
Government Affairs
Mike Hunter
503-502-2382
Claims Committee
 Larry Coons
 Howard Conner
 Clifford Boren
 George Crutcher
Events & Outings
See Events Calendar
Howard Conner
503-399-0292
Connerh@centurylink.net

Website
Trudy Schrader
Newsletter Editor
Amy Goulter-Allen
503-983-1995
littlebiscuit_2000@yahoo.com
You’re invited to include articles,
classified ads, promotional notes,
and/or advertisements and pictures
of events. Remember to have all
newsletter material sent to me by
the 25th of each month. Thanks!

CONTACT INFORMATION

for event leaders in this
issue:
Mike Hunter 503-502-2382
Jim Perkey 503-390-7327
Gary Schrader 503-859-3132
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2/04/16

During testimony at this hearing several items of misinformation were
presented. Below are contrary and/or comparative statements.
Mentioned was a sufficient fee to offset actual costs of administration
for a mining permit. The spokesperson was a fish conservative. I
would ask he consider equal consideration for sport fishing “permits”.
The current ODF&W budget projects a shortfall of $32 million dollars.
There is no short fall for mining interest. The proposed fee for mining
permits is up to $1,750.00 per site permit. Also required is a site specific GPS for the mining activity, a separate permit is required for any
other locations. In all fairness, fishing license/permits should therefore cost at least $2,500.00 and require the fisherman to fish only one
GPS site for the entire season, or pay the costs for fishing in another
location. Equal treatment for activities.
A purported “published” paper was offered to establish damages from
suction dredging by the author. This is NOT a scientific study; this was
a single person observed activity in a specific location. These biased
opinion “papers” can be “published” in any form of local newsletter
and are not subject to peer review or duplication to verify the findings.
I offer numerous true scientific studies by State, Federal and true scientists that directly contradict the “published’ papers content.
1994 Alaska U.S Army Corps of Engineers Special public notice 94-10..
effects of small suction dredges and hand operations were de minimus
and do not require Army Corps permitting.
2004 Alaska District of Army Corps special public notice 2004-06 .. restated placer mining still have “de minimus impacts” on aquatic environment.
1994 Calif. Dept. Of Fish and Game - Environmental Impact report
conclusion that suction dredge mining had a less than significant on
the environment.
2012 Calif. Dept. Of Fish and Game - court ordered environmental impact report (costs $1.5 million)… overall conclusion was impact from
small scale dredges was less than significant in 56 of 60 factors reviewed.

REBUTTA L INFORMATION - SB 1530

2/04/16– continue

2001 Siskiyou National Forest, Ore. .. draft impact report – suction Dredge Activities are less than significant.
2004 Clearwater National FOREST, Idaho.. The report stated “ EPA generally supports the terms and conditions
for dredging and we believe they are designed to protect fish habitat and seem to minimize the potential to
damage stream channels and banks.”, which supports a less than significant outcome.
2012 Wallowa-Whitman National Forest, Oregon.. FINAL Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement
reached a conclusion that suction dredging has a less than significant impact on the environment..
2013 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Biological Evaluation Small Suction Dredge Placer Mining in Idaho reached a conclusion that suction dredge mining would have a less than significant impact on the environment..

Of particular interest:::please read…
Oregon Department of State Lands – “Observations suggest that placer mining activities conducted in the observed stream systems during the 1997 season did not permanently modify physical habitat characteristics”
and “data gathered during the 1996,1997, and 1998 seasons lend credence to our assumption that no more
than minimal adverse effects are resulting from issuing Placer Mining General Authorization..
Additional list of historic reports that identify mining effects on fish survival:
Ward, H.B. 1938 - Rouge River, Or. Effects of Hydraulic Water cannon mining (effects are magnitudes higher
than modern small scale suction dredges) “muddy water from placer operations in the Rouge River Drainage is
not inimical to fish and fish life.” “Hydraulic placer mining debris is just more stream sand and gravel. It is typically chemically inert and does not take oxygen from the stream or add toxic agents to the water.”
1992 Chugach National Forest, Alaska. Do not indicate any strong cumulative effects from multiple placer mining operations.
1999 E.P.A. Royer et al.. report on performance of 10, 8, and 4” dredges concluded environmental impacts
were less than significant.
2003 Bayley (OSU) Siskiyou National Forest OR. Effects of suction and hydraulic mining in the Illinois subbasin
concluded “The statistical analyses did not see that suction dredge mining has no effect on the three responses
measured, but rather any effect that may exist could not be detected at the commonly used Type I error rate
of 0.05%.”

Club Seeks Gold
for Purchase

30 mesh gold used in club
fund raisers (gold bags)
needed urgently. Santa
took lots for stocking stuffers this x-mas. Will pay
going rate—contact Treasure, Rick at 503-507-8844

FOR SALE

Homemade 12” gold trommel
With DC motor, newly built.
$650.00 OBO
Call Bob at 541-926-7837
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2/04/16-continue

The following is a list of other studies by name and year w/o details: all rebutt damages, or
lists benefits caused by dredge action.
CH2M Hill 2002
Stern 1998
Harvey 1991
Neilsen 1994
Siskiyou National Forest 2001
American River Spawning Gravel Supplement 2010
American River Spawning gravel 2011
Final item for discussion: salmon mortality was contributed to habitat destruction from suction dredges. This is pure supposition w/o any scientific study confirmation.
I previously provided to all committee members in the 2015 session during hearings on SB 838
- a copy of the U. S. Department of Interior’s Fish and Wildlife Biological report 82 (11.70)
1987 - COHO salmon spawning profile.
Under the “Mortality of Coho Salmon” section: factors responsible for losses are: predators,
drying stream channels, and disease. Also listed are high water temperatures, pollution, lack
of suitable food, and lists predators as other fish, garter snakes, American Dipper, lampreys,
larger coho, cutthroat trout, steelhead, Dolly Varden (bull trout), squawfish, and sculpins.
Birds listed are kingfishers, loons, mergansers, other birds and small mammals. Ocean predators are seals, sharks, sea lions, and other salmon.
Additionally, fishing, commercial and recreational are major factors in removal of mature returning fish. As a prior commercial fishing boat operator in Oregon (17 years), I also observed
that excessive commercial bait fish harvest (herring and anchovie) plus varied ocean temperatures did greatly affect the salmon in the ocean. The ocean conditions are the single greatest
factor on salmon populations. The only issue we can control is human salmon harvest and that
would have a great impact on populations..
In this 40 plus page salmon spawning report there is not one mention of suction dredge mining as even a minor contributing factor to any loss in salmon populations. Again, a less than
significant factor….
Please vote no on SB 1530.
Presented by
Michael Hunter
Vice President - Willamette Valley Miners assoc.

Club Seasonal Party Enjoyed by Many
We had about 45 members enjoy a great turkey and ham meal, along with lots of chatting and a great white
elephant gift exchange, with lots of laughter and gift taking, followed by several rounds of bingo.

Willamette Valley Miners
Dear WVM Member,
It's that time of year again when your membership renewal is due for 2016.
With all of the efforts being brought against us by the well-meaning groups and
politicians, to change or eliminate our activities on our mining claims, we rely on
our membership support. Your annual dues help keep our association financially
healthy and engaged in the efforts to protect our rites to mine.
Please complete the enclosed application form with your current information in
clear printed format so that we may enter your information into our system correctly.
Thank you for your continued support and interest in keeping our association
strong and engaged. We look forward to seeing you at meetings and outings.

NOTE: If you are a lifetime member or a member with a free membership for
the year, we still need a new and updated application from you for liability purposes.
We look forward to and appreciate your continued support and membership.
We will be sending out your 2016 membership ID wallet and dashboard cards and
scheduled events after the first of the year.
Willamette Valley Miners Association
PO Box 13044
Salem, Oregon 97309
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Willamette Valley Miners
PO BOX 13044
Salem OR 97309-1044

Meetings Third Thursday of each Month 7:00 PM
Willamette Valley Miners
Our purpose is to keep alive the spirit
and preserve the rights and privileges
of all miners and prospectors, by educating and encouraging small-scale
mining and helping establish a positive
image of today’s mineral prospectors
and miners.

Marion County Fire Hall
300 Cordon Rd NE, Salem, OR

