Willamette Valley Miners

NOV 2015

Xmas Party is Near!
Upcoming Events
November 19th, Election of new officers at our regular meeting
December 5th, Annual Christmas Party, contact is Howard

January 16, Winter time Gold clean up at Jim and Patty Perkey’s
February 27th Metal Detecting - Jim Perkey and Gary Schrader

Officers
President

David Darnell
503-951-0415

Meeting Minutes

David@visionpowerandlight.com

MINUTES for October 15th, 2015
The October Meeting of the Willamette Valley Miners Association was
called to order at 7:03 pm by President David Darnell. There were 32
members and 2 guests present. Thanks to Patty and Ellen for bringing
the cookies for the meeting they are always yummy.
Guests- Patty and Steve from Sisters welcome.
Approval of Minutes- Were approved as read, Alan made the motion to
accept it was seconded by Joyce and approved by members.
Treasurer’s report- Rick gave the report. It was moved by Howard and
seconded by Louie to accept the treasurer’s report as read, motion
passed.
Claims- Larry- didn’t have anything to report, but Tom Q reported that
four of our 8 claims are on ESH (essential Salmon Habit) steams, so half
of our claims would be affected by the moratorium if this new law were
to pass.
Newsletter- If you want to have something in the newsletter please sent
to Rick by the 25th of the month. We can put pictures in the newsletter
now as well. Please send in stories of outing or your gold adventures,
jokes, camp recipes, etc. Remember, this is YOUR newsletter, so please
try to contribute something to it that other members would find of interest or important or just a good old prospecting story. Without YOUR input, there is no newsletter to make and print.
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Vice Presidents

Cecil Beckstead
503-569-3611
Beckstead830@gmail.com

Mike Hunter
503-502-2382

Captainmvh@yahoo.com

Secretary

Amy Allen
503-983-1995
LittleBiscuit_2000@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Rick Stepper
503-507-8844
DancingDolphin@live.com

Minutes
Membership – 185 total members.
Raffle Table- we have a nugget, President David won the
nugget there is a 50/50, Joyce
won the 50/50, (2)pickup truck
tool box that will be raffled
this month Gary S and Robert
W won the tool boxes, and
there are lots of raffle table
goodies. Thanks to those that
have donated for our big priz-

es. This really does help bring
in funds to the club.
Government Affairs- Mike
Hunter was absent, but Tom Q
filled us in on the federal injunction, we as a club are part
of the case, as well as several
others members filing on their
own. Waldo mining, Glaice
and Northwest miners have all
given funds to help with the
case. The plan is to file it be-

fore January 2, 2016 when the
moratorium goes into effect.
New Business: We discussed
our involvement in this moratorium and injunction, and it
was voted on, that Mike
Hunter will be our club representative regarding this injunction.
Nominations for next year’s
officers were opened.
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We made the national news
The Raffle Report
This months winners:
David Darnell won the
small raffle

Gold miners sue Oregon over
new rules aimed at protecting
salmon
By Courtney Sherwood. PORTLAND, Ore. (Reuters) - A consortium of gold
miners has sued Oregon to overturn new rules barring motorized devices in

waterways used by migrating salmon, while environmental groups say

Gary Schrader & Bob

those rules are key to protecting threatened fish. The miners argue in docu-

Wrightman each won

ments filed on Monday with the U.S. District Court in Medford that Oregon's

the large raffle this

month

ban on using such machines during in-stream mining of precious metals
violates federal laws that have guaranteed mining access on U.S. lands
since the 1870s. Several independent miners and small companies were

Joyce Wrightman won

listed as plaintiffs, including prospector Joshua Caleb Bohmker and Millen-

the 50/50 drawing.

nium Diggers, and mining equipment manufacturer J.O.G. Mining LLC.

Thanks to all the members that donate items

"Can the state regulate mining? Yes, on state land and state-controlled wa-

ters, but not on federal land," said Tom Kitchar, president of Waldo Mining
District, an organization that is helping to fund the lawsuit but is not a plaintiff. The new rules follow years of wrangling over the practice known as
suction dredge mining, which uses pumps to suck up river bottom stones
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and rocks, in a region with deep economic and cultural ties to both gold
prospecting and migratory salmon.

Miners Sue—Page 3

Minutes from page 2
The current officers that were,
Dave Darnell, Rick Stepper and
Amy Goulter, said they wanted
to run again. Rick said he
would like to continue as the
Treasurer, but not the newsletter. Amy said she would be
willing to work on the newsletter. Tom Q. moved that all
the current officers be nominated for their current positions. If anyone would like to
run for any of the positions
they will need to be nominated
and elected at the November
meeting. It would be great to
have all of our members there
for the elections. If for some
reason you can’t make it to the

meeting, but would still like to
be nominated, please contact
one of our members that will
be going to the meeting so
they can nominate you.
Past OutingOctober 3rd Beverly beach- Wes
Jeffers- There were 25 members
there, some from other local
clubs everyone had fun. Everyone got some gold. Ask Jim
Perkey about his gold story its
pretty funny.
Announcements:
The Buzzard- Larry added glasses and buttons. He gave it to Valerie this month our wonderful
Raffle table person.
pretty funny.

For the good of the order:
Don Baker has some equipment
for sale check newsletter for information, also Patty Perkey has
a former member that has a dry
suit for sale look for that ad as
well. (note: at time of publication no info has come through
to print).
There will be a Calendar planning meeting at Rick’s house on
Saturday October 17th .
Reminder that December 5th is
our Christmas party.
Adjourn at 8:50
Submitted by Amy Goulter-Allen

Miners Sue
Oregon's attorney general did not respond to a request to comment. Environmental groups contend that the
restrictions on motorized devices are key to statewide efforts to comply with the U.S. Endangered Species Act.

They say the practice disturbs river bottom spawning grounds for salmon that have been designated as
"threatened" or "endangered" under federal law. "We're spending millions of dollars to restore these incredible
river systems, only to watch them being vacuumed up, essentially, by miners," said Josh Laughlin, executive
director of Cascadia Wildlands, a conservation group. Cascadia is considering joining the state against the suit.
"The science is pretty clear that when you're suction dredge mining, you're disturbing the integrity of spawning
gravels," Laughlin said. "This impacts the early life cycle of salmon." Waldo Mining District's Kitchar argues that
environmental groups are promoting rigid restrictions based on incomplete scientific research, and that the ban
on motorized devices impacts equipment other than suction dredge gear. He also says the new regulations
reflect ignorance about mining practices dating back to the 1850s, when people drawn to California for the

1848 gold rush turned their attention north toward Oregon.
(Reporting by Courtney Sherwood in Portland Editing by Eric M. Johnson and Eric Walsh)
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FYI—Email conversation between Mike and Richard

WVM Supporting
Staff & Event Leaders
Government Affairs
Mike Hunter
503-502-2382
Claims Committee
 Larry Coons
 Howard Conner
 Clifford Boren
 George Crutcher
Events & Outings
See Events Calendar
Howard Conner
503-399-0292
Connerh@centurylink.net

Website
Trudy Schrader

Update on how things are moving along:
The association has been move to membership in this new organization (OMA). Attached is a draft
for the short session term next spring. Many good, some poor, ideas. Comments will be forth
coming from many individuals. I will write my thoughts shortly. You can write me about anything
you question and I will incorporate it in my response. I will ask for a meeting with Angstrom in the
near future about this and the "board of directors". Still believe Angstrom is a positive for our
cause. Mike Hunter
Miners, a couple of updates:
Bates is working on the enclosed draft for the 2016 session. I need your comments. I received this
yesterday.
OMA and WRLC are working on litigation over the moratorium. We will be coordinating with
James Buchal, but believe another tack is warranted. I will update you by phone if you are interested.
Dave Hunnicutt and I have formed to the Oregon Mining Association and will be introducing the
OMA to the legislature on November 17th, House Ag and Natural Resources Committee.
As discussed, we are moving your membership from OCAPA to the OMA. I have enclosed a copy
of the donation form for you to use. Dave and I are up and running with bylaws, Board of Directors etc. We are trying to get enough funds in the door for mailings, admin costs, post office box
etc. Anything you can do would be helpful. The OMA will be the center of the lobby effort on
hard rock mining in Oregon into the future and we need your participation.
I will be in Lakeview talking to a group of miners about the OMA and the moratorium sometime in
November. Also, let me know when your next meetings are and I will put them on my calendar to
come and speak on the various updates and OMA.
The only pressing thing is the review of the Draft Mining LC.
Regards,
Richard Angstrom | President
Oregon Concrete & Aggregate Producers Association

Newsletter Editor
Rick Stepper
503-507-8844

Christmas Just Snuck-Up on Us
Hurry and put this on your Calendar—write, Christmas

DancingDolphin@live.com

fun!
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You’re invited to include articles,
classified ads, promotional notes,
and/or advertisements. Remember
to have all newsletter material sent
to me by the 25th of each month.
Thanks!

CONTACT INFORMATION

for event leaders in this
issue:
Howard Conner 503-399-0292
Jim Perkey 503-390-7327

Gary Schrader 503-859-3132
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When: December 5 2015
Where: Our normal meeting location at the fire hall
Time: Setup at 10am, Grace at 12:00, then dig-in
What to bring: The club is providing Turkey
and Ham, you can bring a side dish or dessert
to share.
There will be a White Elephant gift exchange if
you’d like to participate in some hilarious fun!
Along with some bingo after dinner.
2014 Howard calling-out white elephant tickets

WILL YOU BE A SUPPORTER?
The Oregon Mining Association is a 501(c)(4) nonprofit organization that promotes mining activities and the mining industry in
Oregon by building support for federal, state, and local policies
that enhance and create opportunities for mining in Oregon.
Make checks payable to: Oregon Mining Association
Mail to: Oregon Mining Association - 737 13th Street SE, Salem OR
97301
For questions, please call Rich at (503) 931-4323 or email
rich.angstrom@ocapa.net
YOU MAY FAX COMPLETED FORM TO: 503-588-2577

Yes, Please accept this donation to further the efforts of the Oregon

Beverly Beach Outing Oct 3rd
We had a great turn-out for this event—
about thirty. Several members from
WVM and other groups showed-up and
found some gold. The weather and the
waves cooperated. No sneaker waves or
lost equipment.
Wes really enjoyed sharing his
knowledge and experience with others
and he was much appreciated.
If you’ve never gone before, it’s a lot of
fun, so mark your calendar for the next
beach outing on April 2nd.

Mining Association:

Donation Amount:

$_____________

Name:
__________________________________________________________________
Company:
__________________________________________________________________
Address:
__________________________________________________________________
City/State:
____________________________________________________________
Zip: _________________
Phone: _________________________ Fax: ______________________________

Type of Payment:
Check Enclosed: #________
Please Bill Me
Visa or Master Card
Name on
Card:_________________________________________________
Credit Card Number:
#___________________________________________________________
Expiration:_______/_______ Last 3 digits on back of card:____________
Billing Address:
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Billing Zip Code: _______________
Donations to 501(c)(4) organizations are not considered charitable tax deductions,
but may be considered as an ordinary
business expense. Please consult your tax advisor.
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Willamette Valley Miners
PO BOX 13044
Salem OR 97309-1044

Meetings Third Thursday of each Month 7:00 PM
Willamette Valley Miners
Our purpose is to keep alive the spirit
and preserve the rights and privileges
of all miners and prospectors, by educating and encouraging small-scale
mining and helping establish a positive
image of today’s mineral prospectors
and miners.

Marion County Fire Hall
300 Cordon Rd NE, Salem, OR

