Willamette Valley Miners

OCTOBER 2015

Persistence is Our Success
Upcoming Events
October 15 - Monthly meeting
October 17 - Committee Meeting to set up 2016 schedule, general members are welcome to participate, Rick Stepper hosting.10am-2pm,
potluck. 43396 Kingston Lyons Dr SE Stayton OR 97383

Officers
President

David Darnell
503-951-0415

November 7th- Metal Detecting - Jim Perkey and Gary Schrader

David@visionpowerandlight.com

November 19th—Monthly meeting and election of new officers

Vice Presidents

Cecil Beckstead

Meeting Minutes - Sept 17
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Cecil.
Thank you goes out to Ellen for bringing cookies to share.
We had 1 new member and 2 visitors and 34 members present at this month’s meeting.
This month’s raffle items are, 50/50, nugget, large truck tool box, misc. items.
Approval of Minutes- Were read to the members, motion to approve was passed.
Treasure’s report- Rick gave the report to members, motion to approve was passed.
Rick also talked about last month’s meeting in regards to the approval of members to
contribute funds to Waldo Mining District; these funds will support the Federal Injunction that is being filed. We received donations totaling $362.00 and one member sent
money directly to Waldo Mining District, It was voted and approved to send at least
$2100.00, we sent a total of $2500.00. And our hoping members will step forward and
will contribute more.

Claims- One of the members reported that our Claim on dad’s Creek wvm4, was beat
up pretty bad. Someone (member or non-member) left a bad mess of things there.
There was 3 large tailing piles and holes not filled in. We MUST do a good job of cleaning up the area that we work in and make it look as if we were never there. At
Quartzville, someone was doing some big mining and removing lots of material from
the river banks, and they did not even try to cover up the area they worked. Also leaving piles of tailings right there. The “greenies” love to find stuff like this, and then use it
against us in their fight to stop us from ever working on the rivers or anywhere. When
you are done working for the day, your job is not finished until you cover and disguise
you work area or better yet, level it out, don’t leave piles for others to see.
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503-569-3611
Beckstead830@gmail.com

Mike Hunter
503-502-2382
Captainmvh@yahoo.com

Secretary

Amy Allen
503-983-1995
LittleBiscuit_2000@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Rick Stepper
503-507-8844
DancingDolphin@live.com

Minutes
Also, if you see non-members on our
claims, you have the right to “kick
them off” of our claim, in fact, you
even have the right to take their gold
that they found away from them. But I
suggest you be careful in how you
approach these people, it’s not worth
getting hurt over. But you can report
them to authorities, try to get there
name and or license plate number and
take pictures if you can.
Cecil talked about ordering more hats
and that they are available it different
colors of hats and stitching. Also discussed that the store we have used in
the past for making our nice name

tags has gotten really expensive and
taking way too long to receive your
order. He has talked to the store
where we are getting our hats and Tshirts, and they have agreed on a
price that is much lower and faster
turnaround time. He is also working
on a price for a sewn on patch of our
logo (the man “Clarence” and his mule
“nugget”) that we can purchase and
then have it stitched onto whatever
we want it on. The stores name is
Custom Stitch and is located at 2090
Commercial St NE.
Website- There is still some issues
with the web site, Jeff and Trudy are

still working on resolving those issues.
Buzzard award- currently held by Alan
Mitchell, was passed on to Larry
Coons, for all the work he has done on
claims and being past treasure, and all
around good guy. Congratulations
Larry.
Rick is still wanting and needing your
articles, stories, recipes, pictures, for
publishing in your newsletter.
Who wants to bring snacks to the next
meeting, trick or treat time is near.
Meeting adjourned at 8.50pm
Submitted by Rick Stepper, in Amy’s
absence.

AN EPIC LAND GRAB—SAGE GROUSE LAND
USE PLANS AMENDMENTS
The Raffle Report
This months winners:
Rick Stepper won the
50/50.
Gary Schrader won the
nugget.
Large item held-over
till next meeting.
Thanks to all the members that donate items

for the table raffle.
Valerie Farrand
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Tuesday, September 22, 2015 CONTACT: Devon
Coquillard dcoquillard@miningamerica.org (509) 624-1158
Federal "Not Warranted" Decision Comes at a Price Too High. While the
American Exploration & Mining Association (AEMA) applauds the decision not
to list the Greater Sage-Grouse as threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species Act, the Land Use Plan Amendments (LUPAs) extract a price
too high. "It is disappointing that the collective efforts of the western states
were rejected in favor of draconian land use restrictions and mineral withdrawals. The 'not warranted' determination is proof that the state and local
plans, coupled with private conservation efforts are working. “Said Laura
Skaer, AEMA Executive Director. “We call on Secretary Jewell to explain why
the states' Sage-Grouse conservation plans were rejected in favor of the federal LUPAs, especially in view of the fact the Department of the Interior (DOI)
reached a 'not warranted' decision without them." The lek buffers, disturbance caps, travel and land use restrictions, and recommended mineral withdrawals in the LUPAs will have a devastating impact on access to public lands,
the economies of the western states, and the ability of our Nation to produce
the strategic and critical minerals required for national defense, manufacturing and economic prosperity. "We have long thought this effort was more
about 'stop doing that' than conserving sage-grouse and its habitat. The federal LUPAs prove we were right," concluded Skaer. American Exploration & Mining Association (AEMA) is a 120-year old, 2,100 member national association
representing the minerals industry with members residing in 42 U.S. states,
seven Canadian provinces or territories, and 10 other countries. AEMA is the
recognized national voice for exploration, the junior mining sector, and maintaining access to public lands, and represents the entire mining life cycle, from
exploration to reclamation and closure. American Exploration & Mining Association | MiningAmerica.com STAY CONNECTED: American Exploration & Mining Association | 10 N. Post St. Suite 305 Spokane WA 99201-0705.

Government affairs:
Greenies lose case in US Court of
appeals.
Filed 21 August, 2015, the “ONRC”
lost their citizen’s suit against the
Federal Bureau of Reclamation. The
filing proclaimed the federal agency
violated the Clean Water act by allowing water from the Lower Klamath
Lake to re-enter the Klamath River.
Their position was that water diverted from the river into the Upper Klamath Lake, then channeled through
man-made canals into the Lower Klamath Lake and then allowed to reenter the main Klamath River was a
polluting source. The court ruled that
no pollutants were ADDED, water was
merely transferred, therefore, the
CWA was not applicable.
In my count, 33 attorneys were involved in this case. More outside
information about this opinion, indicated the Court ordered the environmental group to re-pay the
$173,000.00 court and attorney cost
for this frivolous law suit. Of course
this decision is being appealed, more
court expenses...
Second article:
The American Exploration and Mining
Assoc., located in Spokane, WA. recently filed a friendly AMICUS CURIE

BRIEF in support of Brandon Rinehart’s California court case. This well
written court paper supports our lawful rights to mine under the 1872 federal Mining Law. This Mining Association is the second largest in the
world, founded 119 years ago, representing 43 states and Canada, with
over 2300 members in a cross section
of small miners, explorations and
large corporations.
The AEMA annual exposition is in
Spokane from Nov. 30 until Dec 4th.
There will be 250 booths and daily
conferences on all aspects of mining
issues, including legislative challenges.
As I, Michael Hunter, vice president of
Willamette Valley Miners association,
am listed as a plaintiff in Buchal,’s
Summary Judgment, which should be
filed in Federal Court by the middle of
Oct, 2015, I believe it would be prudent to attend this conference. Attorney Buchal (Rinehart’s counsel) and
the AEMA attorneys filing the above
mentioned brief should both be available during this conference.
I am a member of this association as
a private small scale miner.
Michael Hunter

MINERS UNITE!
We need your help and
support:
 You do not have to be a
member to support the
fight for the Rights of
Miners in Oregon.
 We’re fighting for the
rights of Miners all over
this great state of Oregon.
 Grab your Poke and
invest a little dust into
the hands of our Mining Future in Oregon.
Send your donations to:
Waldo Mining District
PO BOX 1574
Cave Junction, OR 97523

Please make check or money order payable to Waldo
Mining District, and mark
the check or money order
memo line “Oregon Moratorium”

Dredge Moratorium map corrections above Green Peter Dam
Wednesday, September 23, 2015 5:33 PM
Mr. RyanAs of the last contact you were headed out on vacation, and I was wondering if you had followed up on our
email and verified with Corvallis ODF&W fisheries biologists that none of the "triggers" that would invoke the
moratorium were in fact anywhere in place above Green Peter Dam on the Santiam River, and that all tributaries above the dam should in fact be open for dredging.
If you have not followed up, please do so and let me know the outcome so I can report to the three mineral
and mining groups that I hold membership in, and keep the members up to date and they can plan for next
year.
Thank You,
Art Waugh
continued page 4
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Dredge Moratorium
WVM Supporting Staff
& Event Leaders
Government Affairs
Mike Hunter
503-502-2382
Claims Committee
 Larry Coons
 Howard Conner
 Clifford Boren
 George Crutcher
Events & Outings
See Events Calendar
Howard Conner
503-399-0292
Connerh@centurylink.net

Website
Trudy Schrader

Newsletter Editor
Rick Stepper
503-507-8844
DancingDolphin@live.com
You’re invited to include articles,
classified ads, promotional notes,
and/or advertisements. Remember
to have all newsletter material sent
to me by the 25th of each month.
Thanks!

CONTACT INFORMATION

for event leaders in this
issue:
Howard Conner 503-399-0292
Wes Jeffers 971-563-5080
Jim Perkey 503-390-7327
Gary Schrader 503-859-3132
Larry Coon 541-905-4749
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continued

Mr. Waugh,
ODFW confirmed that the SB 838 [2013] moratorium would not currently apply upstream of the Green Peter Dam. The local ODFW district is working to initiate evaluation and reintroduction efforts in the future. If essential indigenous anadromous salmonids (as defined by ORS 196.810(1)(f)) are successfully introduced in the future, that
would trigger the moratorium per current statute.
We are working with DEQ and ODFW to update the moratorium map with this and other
corrections.
DSL will be initiating temporary rulemaking this fall to bring our rules regarding recreational placer mining (OAR 141-089) into alignment with SB 838. This will allow the rules
to be in effect by January 2, 2016 at which time the SB 838 moratorium goes into effect
and the provisions in Section 5 of SB 838 are repealed. We will also initiate permanent
rulemaking on a timeframe that will allow DSL to implement permanent rules that align
with SB 838 or with any new legislation that might be enacted during the spring 2016
legislative session.
Bill Ryan
Assistant Director, Aquatic Resource Management
Oregon Department of State Lands
Phone 541-261-0336
From Art:
After the draft map came out I got ahold of fisheries biologist at Corvallis ODF&W, and
forwarded information and who I talked to, which was to Mr. Ryan. Here are the results
--All areas above Green Peter Dam are excluded from the moratorium for now until the
fish issues change (either Bull Trout are introduced into Middle Fork of Santiam, or the
Corp of Engineers gets fish passage over the dam). Thought the members would like
to know this information.

Persistence is Important
By Tom Bohmker
Tom was our guest/member speaker this last meeting.
He talked about a claim that his son owns down in Southern Oregon. Kind of a secret location.
His son was getting discouraged at not finding much gold. He had this great idea, You see
there is a stream on his claim, and on that stream there is a large water fall, well he just
knew that at the bottom of that water fall was going to be a bonanza of gold just lying
there waiting to be picked up and brought to the surface. So he put on the wet suit and
with dredge in hand headed to the bottom to find his riches. There was some overburden
and lots of leaves and sticks. So he spent some good time down there cleaning out his
pot of gold, even found another little hole/pocket down there and as he cleaned it out,
there was his gold, one little piece. After he finished working that water fall that day, he
could hardly wait to clean out the sluice box and see all of his gold. Well to his dismay,
there was no gold in his box. The one piece he did find in the little hole he picked it up
with his fingers while down there. Well after all that hard work he discovered a very important lesson about water falls. You see when the river is flooding in the winter, and the
water is gushing over the edge and pounding down into that pool, it is actually blasting
the material right out of the bottom, and later during the year a few rocks and debris
may fall into the hole from up above. The other thing he did learn was to look for gold
around the edges of that water fall, when the material is getting blown out of there, it’s
got to go somewhere, so look around the edges of those pools, and maybe not right in
the bottom.
Then while working down in the same areas he decided to metal detect around some old
dredge tailing piles of years gone by. He searched those piles most of this last summer
and to no avail, until just last week he finally found some gold in those tailings, pulling
out about ½ an ounce, they were pretty small pieces, but he was happy to finally get
some gold.
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Willamette Valley Miners
PO BOX 13044
Salem OR 97309-1044

Meetings Third Thursday of each Month 7:00 PM
Willamette Valley Miners
Our purpose is to keep alive the spirit
and preserve the rights and privileges
of all miners and prospectors, by educating and encouraging small-scale
mining and helping establish a positive
image of today’s mineral prospectors
and miners.

Marion County Fire Hall
300 Cordon Rd NE, Salem, OR

