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We Had a Great Time! 

Willamette Valley Miners  

Upcoming Events 
 

August 15th Golden Dollar Outing.  Contact is Larry Coon. 

 

September 19th Cedar Bend Outing 

 

October 3rd  Beverly Beach  - Contact is Wes Jeffers 

 

November 17th Metal Detecting - Jim Perkey and Gary Schrader 
 

 

 

 

The June Meeting of the Willamette Valley Miners Association was called 

to order at 7:03 pm by Vice President Cecil Beckstead. There were 25 

members present and 4 guests present.  Thanks to Patty and Ellen for 

bring cookies for the meeting they are always yummy.  

New members/ Guests- Welcome Brian McGee and family and John 

Stern 

Approval of Minutes- Were approved as read. 

Treasurer’s report- Rick gave the report.   It was moved and seconded to 

accept the treasurer’s report at read.   

Claims- Larry was absent but Jeff brought up that we need to get assess-

ment forms to Larry for any claim work that you have done or any time 

you have worked a claim.  The form is on the website. Contact Larry 

Coons if you have questions. 

Website- The contact information doesn’t come up, and the calendar is 

still hard to get to come up. Trudy and Jeff will be working on this as well 

as getting the legal shield link added to the website.  

Newsletter- If you want to have something in the newsletter please sent 

to Rick by the 25th of the month.  We can put pictures in the newsletter 

now as well. Please send in stories of outing or your gold adventures, 

jokes camp recipes etc. He is also working on a new club brochure so if 

you have newer pictures send them to rick so can use them. 

Membership – We still have about 100 previous members that have not 

renewed.   
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The Raffle Report 

This months winners: 

Gary Schrader won the 

small raffle 

Ellen Compton won the 

large raffle 

Gary Schrader won the 

50/50 drawing. 

Thanks to all the mem-

bers that donate items 

for the table raffle. 

Valerie Farrand 

The 2015 WVM Miners Rendezvous was held at Miner's Meadow on June 
25th thru the 29th.  It was quite toasty during the day, but the nights were 
spectacular! There were about twenty campsites, depending on when you 
counted and somewhere around 60 members and guests enjoyed the weath-
er, events and each other.  

We were all treated to early morning "doughnut droppings" on Sat morning 
once again provided by “Frick’s Bakery”. That was followed by a Duck Race (of 
the small yellow kind) at 10 AM. (That would be 1000hrs for Haley and 
Graycy). 

11 AM and the Poker Chip Hunt Stampede was in full swing. Those 4 yrs. and 
younger got a 5 minute head start, then it was a full attack by those 4 to 
11.  Somewhere, either in the search area, or in someone’s pants pocket, one 
blue chip remains at large. 

At about 1:30 PM we all greatly enjoyed a feast of turkey, burgers and dogs 
along with a whole bunch of great sides. A very special THANK YOU must be 
given to Chad for cooking the turkey on the BBQ and Gary Schrader for grill-
ing the burgers and dogs (in his gravity defying inferno). Also, deserving of 
special THANK YOU would be Trudy and Patty who always work so hard to 
make sure the noon meal is extraordinary. And, those member-provided side 
dishes were YUMMY! 

At 2PM a one-hour Metal Detector Hunt was held looking for gobs of pennies, 
painted nickels, 3 rings and whatever trash one could find. Most of the pen-
nies were recovered, two of this year’s rings were found and one from last 
year, but 4 blue nickels are still missing. A trusted witness reported seeing 
one blue nickel jump into the creek, never to be seen again. Sad, but true!   
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“Poker Chip Hunt Stampede was in full swing”        

Minutes  

Miners Rendezvous Outing 

Raffle Table- we have a nugget, 

there is a 50/50 and the raffle table 

with lots of goodies the juicer was 

donated back from the previous 

month and re-raffled.   

Government Affairs-.  It looks like 

the moratorium will go through they 

have been working on bill 830-3 but 

it looks like that one will not make it.  

June 30th will hopefully be the re-

sults on the Rhinehart case. There 

was a case in Washington that the 

state refused to look at, it will have 

to go to federal court.  

Old business: Cecil brought up the 

quotes on hats and we had a signup 

sheet.  We voted that the hats will 

be $15.00 if we can get at least 25 

people to pre-order.  Please contact 

one of the officers to place an order, 

you will need to have money when 

you sign up for a hat. It looks like 

they will be camo color with orange 

writing.  

Jonathan from legalShield brought 

sign-up sheets and passed them out 

and explained how to fill them out.  

Jim made a motion that we spend 

$1000 dollars to purchase gold for 

our gold bags we are down to about 

10 bags and we have several people 

that want to purchase them.  The 

motion passed; Jim and Rick will take 

care of that. Last month Chuck had 

mentioned that the Iris festive might 

be a fun place to have a planning 

booth. He checked into it and it 

would be on Cherry Street, it would 

be $200 dollars for a 10x10 booth.  
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Dad’s Creek Outing 
 
We had a small turn out, 
but still had a good time. 
John and Terry from Bend, 
Gene from Albany, Alan 
from Coos Bay, Jason and 
son's Jordan and Lucas from 
McMinnville the Allen’s 
from Salem, and my family. 
Alan found the nugget in 
the picture. We all found 
gold the other pictures are 
the boys working in the 
creek. It was hot and lots of 
bugs’ it was cold in the eve-
nings and not having fires 
just doesn't really feel like 
camping. 

Amy 

Minutes from page 2  
They are scheduling for next year so if 
we want to do it we will need to con-
tact the Keizer chamber of com-
merce. 

 Past Outing-  

May 23-25th Vincent Creek Jeff was 
there and reported that the weather 
was good, many people found gold 
and had a good turn out 

June 6th metal detecting at Busch Park 
10:00 there was about 10 people that 
showed up. They cleaned up a little of 
garbage, everyone had fun and were 
there about two hours.  

Upcoming Events  

June 25-29th is Quartzville Miners 
Rendezvous – if you want to show up 
on the 25th and help set up that 
would be great please do not show 
up before 11:00 am .  If you have any 
questions contact Howard Conner. If 
you can’t make it for the camping 
part, come up on Saturday for the day 
and games.  Hope to see you all 
there! 

July 3-5 Day’s creek outing.  Contact 
person Amy Goulter-Allen.  There is 
not cell service up there so look for 

the signs and use your maps. 

July 11th Bohemia Mine Tour/ Jeff is 
contact met at 9:00 am at Walmart in 
Cottage Grove to car pool. 

Announcements:   

The Buzzard- Mike gave the buzzard 
to Gary Schrader, Mike added some 
gold to the buzzard. 

Joe Greene had a heart attack about 
a month ago. He is doing ok and re-
covering so please keep him in your 
thoughts 

Cecil contacted the Steam up and 
they said that if anyone has steam 
powered equipment that would like 
to demo to contact the steam up.  We 
might be able to have a panning 
booth at their family day around Sept 
19th. 

Jim brought up that the Ghost Star 
Mine up in the Bohemia area was 
bought and the owner will give tours 
of the mine with working equipment.  
Contact Wes Jeffers if you would like 
more information about this.  

Adjourn at 9:55 
Submitted by Amy Goulter-Allen  
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At our last two meetings LegalShield / ID Shield have 
put on a presentation of their product, and the club 
decided to promote them and their products. WVM will 
benefit from each enrollment by receiving a 
“commission” for each person that en-
rolls.  LegalShield / ID Shield provide members with 
peace of mind and expert advice.  They have a 24/7 
services for emergencies and every WVM member has 
the opportunity of getting their will, living will and 
healthcare power of attorney at no extra cost. 

LegalShield is also available on our web site.  Members 
and their family and friends can enroll either by filling 
out a paper application at the meetings or they can 
enroll on line www.legalshield.com/info/wvminers . 

The club voted to add Legal shield to our web site 
which will allow members to enroll at a discounted 
price and WVM will receive commission funds from 
LegalShield.  Take a look at the website to learn more. 

NOTE: WVM is in no way related to LegalShield, we are 
just promoting their product that the club thought 
would be a good idea and in doing so WVM will make a 
few dollars. 

Dad’s Creek outing—Alan’s nugget and one of our 

young miners. (above) 

http://t.senalquatro.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XZs3LQ1B0W8rBsjg7dKSxPW5wf8sK56dw3NdgTWxM02?si=5626177443069952&pi=2AE12984-C686-44DF-B15F-43096074D421&t=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Elegalshield%2Ecom%2Finfo%2Fwvminers


WVM Supporting Staff 
& Event Leaders 

Government Affairs 

Mike Hunter 
503-502-2382 
 
Claims Committee 

 Larry Coons 

 Howard Conner 

 Clifford Boren 

 George Crutcher 
 
Events & Outings 
See  Events Calendar 
Howard Conner 
503-399-0292 
Connerh@centurylink.net 

 
Website 
Trudy Schrader 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Rick Stepper 
503-507-8844 
DancingDolphin@live.com 

 
You’re invited to include articles, 
classified ads, promotional notes, 
and/or advertisements.  Remember 
to have all newsletter material sent 
to me by the 25th of each month.  
Thanks! 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
for event leaders in this 
issue: 
 
Howard Conner  503-399-0292 
 
Wes Jeffers  971-563-5080 
 
Jim Perkey  503-390-7327 
 
Gary Schrader  503-859-3132 
 
Larry Coon  541-905-4749 

Rendezvous  continued 
4 PM and it was the Marvelous Speed Panning contests (one for the young and 
one for the not-so-young anymore) hosted by Panning Official and Judge Jim 
(The Panner) Perkey. 

6 PM and it was time for the winners of the Metal Detecting Hunt to claim their 
prizes. 

There is a great amount of effort extended by many members of our WVM As-
sociation family that makes Miners Meadow Rendezvous such wonderful time 
for all, from set-up to tear-down to the final sweep for any remaining 
trash.  THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED!!!   
 
A special note:  honorable mention and THANK YOU must be given to Graycy 
and Hailey for providing great assistance, support and recommendations for the 
future in planting the Poker Chip and Metal Detecting fields, prize distribution 
and record keeping. It was a pleasure working with both of them. Gracie also 
assisted with “in-water” Ducky rescue! : And a big thank you to Cris Gutierrez 
for helping with all aspects of the Metal Detecting and Poker Chip Hunt events.   

 
Both Graycy and Hailey were invited to select a prize from the prize table for 
doing so much. What they selected says a lot about them!!  Graycy had to have 
a shovel. Why! you might ask?  Because she intends to exhume bodies for study 
and one must have a good shovel for that!!  And, how about miss Hailey?  She 
chose the First Aid Kit!!  Again, why one might wonder, because she needs to 
find and treat people who are injured, BUT, if they are beyond hope, she will 
help Graycy with any forensic study required and prepare the victim for viewing 
and interment!  A true "Stab-em to Slab-em" Team!" 

As far as entertainment was concerned I submit the following: 

1) Dillon, who is a "Survivalist in training", demonstrated the 23 different posi-
tions one can sleep in, on and around a camp folding chair.  He also demonstrat-
ed some of the 43 positions for sleeping on bare ground, without moving rocks, 
sticks or small animals. 

2) Hailey removed, inventoried, counted and read the instructions for all 87 indi-
vidual pieces parts of her new 1st Aid kit and then re-inserted each piece back 
into the very same spot from which it came. She very effectively used the 
ground under the steps as a staging area. She plans to write the manufacture 
and recommend ways they can rearrange the location of said pieces parts so as 
to accommodate a back board and 75 feet of rescue rope. 

3) Graycy, with no help from manufactures literature, was able to identify and 
describe, in great detail, all materials used in making  her new shovel and the 
science of angles, directions of applied force and materials selected. 

4) Mr. Jim Perkey wonderfully performed all 746 known country western songs 
written and previously sung by Cher and Ferris Buhler.  The concert ended only 
when Mr. Perkey’s fingers began to bleed and Hailey demanded proof of insur-
ance prior to treatment. 

5) Gary W also played along with Mr. Perkey, on his own guitar, which was 
great. 

6) Howard Conner sang 4 songs, delightfully off key, with the aid of an electronic 
"Pitch Pipe"". 

PRIZE RECIPIENT LIST: Saturday Ducky Race: 1st place - Diane Smith, 2nd place - 
Jaedin, 3rd place – Cole Sunday Ducky Race:  1st place - John Hefty, 2nd place - 
Chris G., 3rd place -  Chris G.1st place got 3 bags of gold flavored sand, 2nd place 
got 2 bags, and 3rd got 1 bag. 

METAL DETECTING LIST: 1st choice: Gary P. - gold ring, 2nd choice: Cole -silver 
ring, 3rd choice: Ray - old ring.4th choice: most nickels: Cole, 5th choice: most 
white nickels: Jeff F., 6th choice: most blue nickels: Cole. 7th choice: most pen-
nies (younger than 12 group: Cole (229), 8th choice: most pennies (older than 
12 group): Jeff F. (333), 9th choice:  Most trash collected:  Jeff F. 10 choice: most 
items found: Jeff F (349). 

POKER CHIP HUNT:  $0.25 for plain chips, $1.00 for starred chips. Previously, I 
stated that one blue chip failed to return. However, my accounting firm of Hai-
ley & Graycy confirmed that it is a red chip that is missing!  My bad! 

Once again, a huge thank you to those brave souls who dispatched and collect-
ed ducklings, provided food and drink, set stuff up, took stuff down and made all 
of us feel like one big happy family.  If''n ya wasn't there, ya missed a great 
time!!!!"                     By Howard Conner 
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FOR SALE: 
WVM Hat Sales $15.00 each 

for members, they are good 

quality baseball caps, come in 

camouflage with orange letter-

ing. For ordering contact Cecil 

at 503-569-3611.  We plan to 

have a picture of them next 

month.   

 

Tesoro Lobo Metal Detector 

with carrying case, barely used. 

New $800.00, Sell for $500.00 

obo.  Contact Don Smith (503)

999-4420 . 

 

49ers Life time Membership. 

$1500.00 OBO 

Contact Don Smith  

(503) 999-4420 

 

Space for your add. 

 

 

Economically Feasible 
—The trickle-down effect 

This narrative is related to small scale activity, in particular small scale suction dredging.  
The amount of gold recovered by the individual miner may be considered minute com-
pared to profitable large operations.  But first, you must consider that the capitalistic mon-
etary system is based on cash movement and at the bottom level multiple small transac-
tions support many businesses and communities.  My 20 acre claim is on a very small tribu-
tary to a larger historic gold producing creek.  The stream bed is mostly bedrock with rock 
and hard gravel, very little sand or fine material. It is not suitable for salmon habitat, and 
no salmon have ever been observed in this waterway.  There is a small population of local 
trout, (a large one will be 6”), which remain there year around. .  This is not even a trout 
fishable waterway.  The creek in summer is about 4 feet wide and less than 1 foot in depth.  
A few “holes” exist mainly from downfall trees which are home to the trout.  The biggest 
hole is formed by a natural downfall tree and a bedrock slope to the rock bank.  The depth 
is about 5 feet.  

The claim bedrock crevasses can only be mined by suction, and so I do suction dredged 
each early summer and will annually produce about 1/3 oz. of fine gold.  The water way 
does not have sufficient water and will not float a “dredge”, therefore I use a leg mounted 
sluice box called a combo highbanker.  Highbank mining is METHOD, not a piece of equip-
ment.  I use the same pumps, nozzles (mine is a 2”) and hoses to feed the leg mounted 
Yellow Jacket sluice box as is used by a floating dredge, but in small streams standing sluic-
es are the only functional means of flushing materials suctioned from the stream bed and 
over the sloped riffles of the sluice box.  The gold recovered is retained in the riffle and 
carpet while the water and aggregate are dropped back into the stream a few feet from 
the original location. This stream does not contain sand or silt so the visible “turbidity” 
disappears in less than 10 feet. 

The claim, over time is never going to be profitable.  The small yearly amount of gold does 
add up; this is the factor which is important.  I pay the BLM $155.00 per year “maintenance 
fees” (government income), have a motor home which requires fuel, oil changes, tires, etc. 
and buy groceries, mining equipment, these and many other expenses are necessary to 
“mine” for gold.  Based on the “feasibility of profitable mining”, it is a near impossible feat 
unless you are Barrick Gold.  The mere fact that some gold trickles in, and in pursuit of that 
gold, I spend money in local businesses, and this cycle keeps functioning is base capitalism 
working. 

My claim is near the small town of Glendale, OR.  This town has a small saw mill and a peal 
ply mill operating at marginal capacity.  The town once had a gas station, but with the loss 
of jobs and the timber activity revenue, it failed.  The single main street has more boarded 
up stores than those struggling to continue. They marginally exist on “SMALL TRICKLE” in-
come from any source available.  Me, and other less than profitable activities contribute to 
their subsistence.  The forest service is closing roads, which curtails quads, bikes, hunting 
and other road travel, another loss of trickle income.  Camping revenues from miners and 
recreational users will cease to exist as the individual governmental agencies combine to 
eliminate public access to rural locations. Small miners like me do bring cash flow to areas 
like Glendale.  If I can no longer placer mine my claim, I will have no reason to go to Glen-
dale.  If the forest roads and trails close, then recreational public land users will also not 
have any reason to visit that area.  To condemn my mining, regardless of “profitability” is 
to condemn the businesses in Glendale calling them not feasibly profitable.  These are 
good people with small businesses who are content to just make ends meet, and should 
not be measured by how much profit they can generate.  All avenues of activities should 
be enhanced, not denied because of an applied monetary stigma. 

By Michael Hunter 



Willamette Valley Miners  

PO BOX 13044 

Salem OR  97309-1044 
 
 

 

Meetings Third Thursday of each Month 7:00 PM 
Marion County Fire Hall  

300 Cordon Rd NE, Salem, OR 

Willamette Valley Miners  

Our purpose is to keep alive the spirit 

and preserve the rights and privileges 

of all miners and prospectors, by edu-

cating and encouraging small-scale 

mining and helping establish a positive 

image of today’s mineral prospectors 

and miners. 


