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Eureka!
Upcoming Events
th

Come one, come all, April 17-19 and enjoy the

Rickreall Gem & Rock

Show from Friday through Sunday in Rickreall (near Dallas). Featuring interesting and dazzling minerals and rocks of Oregon and beyond.
Perkey or Howard Conner.
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rd

th

Let’s go find a big nugget! May 23 —25

is our annual Vincent Creek

Outing. It’s fun to all get together for a long weekend—some will be rock
hounding, others looking for the elusive gold, while some will be bird and wildlife
watching. We have large group circles around a fire sharing stories and laughing.
The potluck has always been a tasty treat to share a special dish among friends
and get to know some new members and their loved ones. Just remember the
location is in the high country of Eastern Oregon where the weather can swing
from warm to chilly—dusting us with snow. Contact Alan Mitchell.

June 6th—Metal Detecting at Bush Park in Salem. More details to come.
Our leaders on this are Jim Perkey and Gary Schrader,

503-951-0415
David@visionpowerandlight.com

Vice Presidents

Cecil Beckstead
503-569-3611
Beckstead830@gmail.com

Mike Hunter
503-502-2382

June 25th-29th Quartzville Miner’s Rendezvous. More details from

Captainmvh@yahoo.com

Howard Conner in upcoming addition of the newsletter.
Secretary

Amy Allen
Armstrong Nugget—
found near Sumpter,
Oregon, 1913.

503-983-1995
LittleBiscuit_2000@yahoo.com

See story next page—

Treasurer

The Armstrong Nugget
from Oregon

Rick Stepper
503-507-8844
DancingDolphin@live.com

Meeting Minutes
The March Meeting of the Willamette
Valley Miners Association was called to
order at 7:00 pm by President David Darnell. There were 43 members and 3
guests present. Thanks to Patty and Ellen
for bringing cookies for the meeting.
Approval of Minutes- Most everyone had
received their newsletter this month and
most were able to read the minutes so it
was moved and seconded to accept them
and motion passed.
Treasurer’s report- Rick gave the report.
Rick and Dave looked into other options
for our funds, but we will not make much
more by putting it in a CD so it will stay
where it is. The motion to accept the

treasure report was made by Howard C.
and seconded by Patty P. Motion was
passed.
Claims- Larry said that he found a way to
get to the Golden Dollar claim that bypasses canyon creek so he will be updating the maps. If you want to go up
there soon contact Larry to get the updated route.
Website- The website was having issues,
please contact Trudy or Jeff if you see a
problem so it can get it resolved. Don’t
wait until the meeting.
Newsletter- Rick has updated our newsletter and is able to add pictures now.

Thank you and your assistant, Lonnie, for
all their hard work. If you want to add
something to the newsletter, please contact Rick by the 25th so it can be done by
the 1st.
Membership – 115 have paid to date
including 16 new members, Rick has also
gone through and looked at why people
are joining and is going to call some of
those that have not renewed to see why.
Many members join to be with family and
friends, others want to learn about gold
mining and some want to meet new people with common interests.
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“Located on Elk Creek a few miles upstream from the Middle Fork of the John Day River, many large gold
nuggets were known to be recovered from the area.”

The Raffle Report
The big raffle prize in
April is a Juice Extractor!
A special thanks to those
of you who've donated
items for the table raffle.

Valerie Farrand

Armstrong Nugget from Oregon
The majority of gold production in Oregon has come from a gold belt that spans approximately 50 miles wide and 100 miles long and includes the Blue Mountains in the northeastern part of the state. Most gold production has come from Baker and Grant counties, with smaller gold deposits in adjoining counties. Thousands of ounces of gold have
come from this region. Gold production included both lode mining and placer mining,
and while there were many famous discoveries in this region, the most well known find
was the famous Armstrong Nugget.
The Armstrong Nugget was found in Eastern Oregon, and is the largest known existing
gold nuggets known to be found in the state. It was found in Elk Creek, near the historic
mining town of Susanville. Located in Grant County, the mining town has long been
abandoned, and only a few old building remain at the original town site. Very little is
there to indicate that one of Oregon’s largest gold nuggets was found there.
In its heyday, Susanville had a ten stamp mill and a store. It was estimated that over
1000 miners could be found working the nearby creeks and rivers. Located on Elk Creek
a few miles upstream from the Middle Fork of the John Day River, many large gold nuggets were known to be recovered from the area. Mining was taking place in full force
during the late 1800’s, but the discovery of the Armstrong Nugget did not occur until
1913, when it was unearthed by George Armstrong and Dick Stewart. While working
their claim in Buck Gulch, they found the massive nugget.
It weighed in at 80.4 troy ounces, and fortunately still exists today. In fact, many people
believe that it was the largest gold nugget ever found in Oregon, but there were a few
other discoveries in the gold rich area of Southwest Oregon that were much larger than
the Armstrong Nugget. Unfortunately, as was common practice in the old days, they
were tossed in the smelter and sold for their gold value. Today we cringe at the idea of
melting a historically significant find like that, but during the early gold rush days, the
value of a gold nugget was based simply on its gold content, not for its collectable value.
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Nonetheless, we are very fortunate to have the famous Armstrong Nugget intact and
available for public viewing. It is currently on display at the U.S. Bank in historic Baker
City, Oregon. It can be viewed alongside many other breathtaking gold nuggets and
specimens found in the region during the early mining days. It is a fine display that you
should definitely check out if you’re in the area.

Minutes
Raffle Table- Valerie reported there is Government Affairs- Tom explained
a Juicer that will be raffled in May that nothing was happening right
50/50 and Nugget and table drawing. now. Rick had covered most of what
New members/guests- Rick, Jim, is happening at the Capital.
Scott and John of Northwest miners Old business- It was bought up at the
in Washington, came as visitors to last meeting about joining OCAP, we
hear our guest speaker.
discussed it and wanted to wait to get
Guest Speaker: Rick Angstrom, lob- more information and we were able
byist for OCAPA, introduced himself to get Rick as our guest speaker that
as an avid hunter/fisherman that has answered many of our questions.
tried his hand at a little panning. He Tom Q. made the motion that we join
was in law previously and been a lob- OCAP for $500.00, with a minimum of
byist for 19 years, he is the only one five members, Larry C. Seconded the
for mining.
motion. It was then amended my Jim
He told us we must get organized as P. that the five officers should be
miners as a whole—all the clubs need ones that join. There was some disto come together. He said he would cussion by Claudia that it would be a
help with that.
very good idea and several others
He made a point of saying that when agreed so motioned passed that it is
we discuss the bills that we need to the 5 board members. The Five officremember to be professional and that ers will Join OCAPA so that we can
we want communication to stay open use Rick Angstrom as a Lobbyist. If
so keep our personal opinions to our- you would like to join individually the
selves and speak to the bills and is- cost is $50.00 per individual.
sues.
He mentioned that he has and will New Business: We opened the floor
have at less two symposiums in the for discussion for WVM presence in
state, one in the Grants Pass area various events around the area that
(mid-July) and one in the burns area, we could have a booth without comto help promote mining and edu- petition of other similar clubs. We
cating the public. He explained that were told other gold clubs have a
the SB 838 will happen but he is in booth at the Canby Ag fest and The
discussions
with
environmental Sportsman Show. Also we discussed
groups about excluding those with other ways to raise money for the
federal mining claims. He feels that club. We do have a brochure that we
will open them up for many lawsuits can be given out at events, we also
and he is trying to get them to amend discussed having shirt and hats that
the original bill.
we could sell at meetings and events,
There were many questions and Rick it was brought to our attention that
was very positive that we are on the the art work for our logo was done a
same page with him. He is willing to few years ago (many thanks to Joan
help us, we just need to join OCAPA Frick). Rick will look into cost on twith at least 5 members. And, if more shirts and hats and see if we can find
join Rick may be able to do something the pattern.
different with the membership fees.
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Treasure’s Corner
I recently went through all of
our current year applications
to compile some statistics for
the club. The question is “why
would you like to join WVM?”
The top 5 responses were:



Prospecting, panning, and
gold mining.



Education on mining and
how to find gold.



Spending time with family and friends.



Meeting new people with
common interests.



Being outdoors and recreation with others.

This information will give the
club as a whole some better
idea of what members want
and expect from joining our
club.
Additionally, the information
may inform and help direct
the board and fellow members as to where the club
needs to be and what kind of
activities we all want.
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WVM Supporting Staff
& Event Leaders
Government Affairs
Vacant
Contact Eben Ray
503-508-1497
Claims Committee
 Larry Coons
 Howard Conner
 Clifford Boren
 George Crutcher
Events & Outings
See Schedule of Events
Calendar
Howard Conner
503-399-0292
Connerh@centurylink.net

Website
Trudy Schrader
Newsletter Editor
Rick Stepper
503-507-8844
DancingDolphin@live.com
You’re invited to include articles,
classified ads, promotional notes,
and/or advertisements. Remember
to have all newsletter material sent
to me by the 25th of each month.
Thanks!

CONTACT INFO for
event leaders in this
issue:

White’s Electronics Tour Has Huge Turn-out
A great big hand of applause for the
multitudes of miners who visited White’s
Electronics last Friday. I ask not to be
embarrassed, but in a different way. I
was worried that a Friday event would
hinder turnout, boy, was I wrong. Over
30 people showed up and, thanks to
White’s customer service manager, Mary
Hudson, she accommodated us by
splitting the group and running two
tours.
The museum is very interesting and selfguided, tons of old historical relics found
from all over the world. The walls were
covered with photos and articles about
“treasure” hunting. The demonstration
room has all of the models of detectors
available and all of the old original mod-

els were there depicting the evolution of
the devices.
The facility is huge, 3 levels of production and the staff very courteous and we
enjoyed their openness about their assembly line. This family owned, world
class business has large standing orders
for a top quality product, and can proudly claim “Made in America”. White’s
operation is a poster child for a wellmanaged private enterprise.
I sent a thank you letter informing Mary
our group was impressed by the experience. Thank all of you who attended, it
was a very excellent outing.
Mike Hunter

Message from the Editor—The Eleventh Hour
As you know, volunteering to put together a newsletter involves a timeconsuming labor of love. I totally appreciate what Debi and all the past folks
who produced the newsletter went through—for years. We’ve all asked for
material to be timely submitted so we weren’t working past midnight into the
wee hours of the morning trying to make the deadline for bulk mailing.
I believe we tried to understand how busy everyone is and offered grace periods, e.g., asked for submission by the 25th but give you until the first of the
month. Unfortunately that has not been working nor respected as the final
deadline and then the grace period passes with no submissions to insert.
As Editors, we neither want to be nagging people to get material in, nor have
our own lives impacted by having to stop everything we have planned to get
our copy and lists in in the nick of time because we had little to work with in
advance. Or, painstakingly create room in a finished newsletter and rearrange
for late arrivals.
Well, in the eleventh hour I nagged folks on Easter Sunday and got some stuff
to include and I’ll get it out by deadline, Monday. It’s midnight, I am done.

Alan Mitchell—541-740-0720
Jim Perkey —503-390-7327
Gary Schrader—503-859-3132
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Willamette Valley Miner’s Flag
The flag is 3’ x 5’ and has the words
“Willamette Valley Miners” and our
picture logo of the man (past member) with his mule. The cost of this
flag is $165.00. THANK YOU so very
much to the members that have

made a contribution to its purchase.
We are also looking into buying an Aframe style folding banner sign that
can be used at our outings and other
events.

Additional Minutes
We will also look into the name
tags at Salem Emblem. (Note, since
this meeting, we checked in at Salem Emblem and they still have the
name tag design and the cost is
$20.00 per name tag.)
Other Events could be Marion,
Benton and Linn County Fair. We
have also been asked (in the past)
to help with Outdoor School to do
a panning experience for kids they
will supply booth and meals for
those that help, that event is usually in the fall.
EZ Orchards has also asked (in the
past) for help during their Halloween season, but it lasts for several

Treasures or Trash
weeks and we don’t have enough
manpower needed to cover the
hours requested.
We will be at the Rickreall Gem
Show which is April 17-19 please
sign up if you are planning to help
with in our booth. They could also
use help on Wednesday to help
with display cases. Our club will be
helping Thursday starting at 12:00
pm to help with set up. There is a
potluck for the volunteers after the
work is done. If you are planning to
help, contact Jim Perkey, they need
our names for name tags ahead of
time. (Rick will check our “Pay dirt”
we might need a bagging party before the Rickreall show.

Rick Stepper recently “inherited”
a couple boxes of rocks/minerals
from a close friend (a geophysicist & rockhounder!) who is moving out of the area. Jim decided
it was time to minimize his rock
collection and save space moving
items.
Rick plans to share them with
you. He will be bringing these
rocks/minerals to the next
meeting to have members go
through them and take what they
want. Hope you find something
you will like.

Rick will be bringing some rocks/minerals to the next meeting—free for members
Rick presented a sample view of
the flag to the group. Howard
made the motion to purchase the
flag, Gary S seconded and motioned
passed. Both Gary S. and Jim P.
donated $40 dollars toward the
purchase of the flag. (Note: someone else donated $20.00 after the
meeting).

Announcements—The
Buzzard
Award- Amy Goulter-Allen presented the buzzard award to Cecil Beckstead.

Upcoming Outing- March 20th
(tomorrow) 10:30 White’s metal
detector shop in Sweet Home,
there is a museum in the back. This
tour you will be able to see them
making the metal detectors. Contact Mike Hunter and he will meet
you at Qwans (Chinese restaurant)
Parking lot at 9:30.
April 4, 2015, Beverly Beach Meet in
the Day use Parking lot at 10:00
am. Bring your gear and a lunch. If
you plan to stay overnight in the
Park, you will need to get a reservation ahead of time. Contact person is Wes Jeffers
April 17-19 Rickreall Rock and Gem
Show, (Thursday set up 12:00-6:00
pm). Show- Friday 9-6 Saturday 106
Sunday
10:00-4:30
and
takedown.

The Buzzard Awardees
January—Eben to Art
March—Amy to Cecil
February—Art to Amy

Adjourn at
9:34
Submitted by
Amy GoulterAllen
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Willamette Valley Miners
PO BOX 13044
Salem OR 97309-1044

Meetings Third Thursday of each Month 7:00 PM
Willamette Valley Miners
Our purpose is to keep alive the spirit
and preserve the rights and privileges
of all miners and prospectors, by educating and encouraging small-scale
mining and helping establish a positive
image of today’s mineral prospectors
and miners.

Marion County Fire Hall
300 Cordon Rd NE, Salem, OR

