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President’s Message 

Throughout our American history, acts of congress have defined and re-
defined the way we have lived our lives and conducted our business.  
From the Declaration of Independence to the ratification of the United 
States Constitution, the establishment of the Federal Reserve, the New 
Deal, and many years of subsequent acts, we frequently end up with pre 
and post eras of American enterprise. 
 
In mining, we have our own eras, so to speak.  The Mining Act of 1872, 
The O&C Act of 1937, The Surface Resources Act of 1955, The Federal 
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, and other less significant legis-
lation have created eras in which our mining claims have been defined 
and/or redefined.  We often refer to claims as being “Pre 36” or “Pre 55” 
denoting the fact that surface and timber rights are conferred on the for-
mer, with only surface rights on the latter.  It appears that another mining 
era may be on the horizon.  President’s Message — Page 2 

Upcoming Events 

You don’t want to miss — March 20th — White's Metal Detectors Tour   Plan 

to attend a 10:30 AM tour through the family-owned, USA made, White's Metal 

Detector factory in Sweet Home, Oregon, for a behind the scenes tour and muse-

um visit.  Everyone meet at 10:00 in the parking lot next to Swan's Restaurant, 

658 Main Street (Santiam Highway) and signal light intersection of Highway 228.  

Contact Mike Hunter. 
  

Come and have some beach fun in the sun!  April 4th — Beverly Beach  We’ll 

meet in the Day-Use Parking lot at 10:00 am; if you miss us, then head North up 

the beach over a half-mile—bring your gear and a lunch. If you plan to stay over-

night you need to get a reservation.  Contact Wes Jeffers. 

 

Drive on over, April 17-19th
 to Rickreall (near Dallas) and enjoy the Rickreall 

Gem & Rock Show from Friday through Sunday.  Featuring interesting and daz-

zling minerals and rocks of Oregon and beyond.  Stop by our own WVM booth to 

say howdy or come volunteer for a spell.  Contact Jim Perkey or Howard Conner. 

March 2015 



The Raffle Report 

Congratulations to 

George Crutcher for win-

ning the nugget, Keith 

Looney for winning the 

Elk wood carving, and 

Wes Jeffers for winning 

the 50/50.  

The next big raffle prize is 

a Juice Extractor!  

Thank you to everyone 

who has brought items 

in for the table raffle. 

Valerie Farrand 

Legislation and policy kicking around Congress and federal agencies may very well 
add “Pre 2016” to our lexicon.  Although, too early to nail down specifics, it looks 
like a combination of policies may very well modify what we have always known as a 
claim to a lease.  Not to get too far into the weeds, claims as we know them may be 
forever a distant memory. 

Throughout our American history, acts of congress have defined and redefined the 
way we have lived our lives and conducted our business.  From the Declaration of 
Independence to the ratification of the United States Constitution, the establish-
ment of the Federal Reserve, the New Deal, and many years of subsequent acts, we 
frequently end up with pre and post eras of American enterprise. 

In mining, we have our own eras, so to speak.  The Mining Act of 1872, The O&C Act 
of 1937, The Surface Resources Act of 1955, The Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976, and other less significant legislation have created eras in which 
our mining claims have been defined and/or redefined.  We often refer to claims as 
being “Pre 36” or “Pre 55” denoting the fact that surface and timber rights are con-
ferred on the former, with only surface rights on the latter.  It appears that another 
mining era may be on the horizon. 

Legislation and policy kicking around Congress and federal agencies may very well 
add “Pre 2016” to our lexicon.  Although, too early to nail down specifics, it looks 
like a combination of policies may very well modify what we have always known as a 
claim to a lease.  Not to get too far into the weeds, claims as we know them may be 
forever a distant memory. 

Why would I bring up something that has yet to be solidified into a tangible action?  
Not to bring doom and gloom but to inform and perhaps spur to action those who 
may have considered securing a claim but have not yet done so.  2015 may very 
well be the year to get your very own Pre-2016 claim and I would encourage all of 
our members to consider a claim or two this year. 
 

David Darnell — President 

“It appears that another mining era may be on the horizon...claims as we know 
them may be forever a distant memory.”                 David Darnell, President WVM 

Meeting Minutes 

President’s Message continued from page 1 

The February 19th meeting of the 
Willamette Valley Miners Association was 
called to order at 7:01 pm by President 
David Darnell.  There were 36 members 
present.   

Thanks goes out to Mary and Ellen for 
bringing cookies to the meeting, we all 
really enjoy those snacks.  
 
Approval of Minutes- Several people said 
they had not received their newsletter, 
so David Darnell read the minutes and 
they were approved by Howard Conner 
and seconded by Eben Ray. 
 
Treasurer’s report- Rick gave the monthly 
financial report. He also brought up that 

the funds sitting in our checking and 
money market accounts are making prac-
tically no interest income.  

There was some discussion on doing 
something different with some of the 
funds in the bank. Chuck suggested in-
vesting in some Silver. After some discus-
sion it was decided to have the officers 
do some research on investment options 
and report back to us at the next meeting 
what they’re findings were, and then we 
would make a final decision based on the 
new information. It was moved by Tom 
Baker and seconded by Chuck. 
 
Claims- Larry said there was nothing to 
report at this time but he did have 

ODF&W paperwork if we needed to doc-
ument any work we have done on claims. 
 
Website- It is up and running. You will get 
the new password when dues are paid. If 
you have paid and not received the new 
password please talk to Rick, Jeff. 
 
Newsletter- Rick is our new editor as well 
as the treasure.  Thank you Rick!! Email 
or Call him if you have anything for the 
newsletter. He prefers to have material 
by the 25th of the month but no later 
than the 1st so he has time to proof and 
edit the articles for the next newsletter.   
 
 Minutes — Page 3 
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Miners’ Mentors 

Have you been wanting to learn the 

how to and what for of gold panning, 

sluicing and maybe even some dredg-

ing? 

Well here’s your chance to connect 

with a few of our members, who 

have put their hand in the air and 

volunteered as mentors to teach you 

what they know about finding gold 

and getting gold fever. 

We have seen these guys in action, 

and we would have to say “they 

definitely know what they’re doing.” 

Give them a call, plan to go out there 

with your coach and get the fever. 

 

Larry Coon—541-905-4749 

Louie Frick — 541-327-1210 

Michael Hunter — 503-502-2382 

Jim Perkey — 503-390-7327 

Eben Ray — 503-508-1497 

Trevor Sheffield — 541-990-5779 

Minutes 

Raffle Table - Valerie reported 

There is an Elk Carving that will be raffled 

off at the end of the February meeting, 

along with the 50/50 and Nugget drawings 

and our famous table drawings. (Just as a 

reminder, if you have things to donate to 

our raffles, you can bring them to the reg-

ular meetings)  . 

 

Snacks for the next meeting:  Patty P and 

Ellen.   Thank you for volunteering! 

 

New members/guests - None 

 

Old Business - none 

 

Passed outings: January 17, 2015, Rice 

Museum  

 

Upcoming Outing - February 21st Metal 

Detecting at Silverton City Park in Silver-

ton.  Jim Perky and Gary are the contacts.  

They will meet there and start about 10:00 

am. Directions will be in the newsletter. It 

should be good weather, and you might 

want to bring a lunch to eat in the park. 

  

Upcoming Outing - March 20th (Friday) 

10:30 am White’s metal Detector shop in 

Sweet Home. There is a museum in the 

back of the building. You will be able to 

see them making the metal detectors. 

Check the Newsletter for more details. 

Contact is Mike Hunter and they will meet 

at Swan’s Restaurant Parking lot at 9:30.  

 

Upcoming Outing - April 4, 2015, Beverly 

Beach, Meet in the Day use Parking lot at 

10:00 am, bring your gear and a lunch. If 

you plan to stay overnight you need to get 

reservation. The Contact person is Wes 

Jeffers, 971-563-5080. This is an all-day 

event, so bring warm clothes for rain or 

sun, and as always, watch for sneaker 

waves. Members have gotten wet and 

even lost equipment due to ocean waves, 

so be mindful of that.  

 

Roseburg Mining Show March 20-22 at 

Douglas County Fairgrounds. 

 

GPAA Show is March 28 at Portland Expo 

center.  

 Additional Minutes — Page 3 
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WVM Supporting Staff 
& Event Leaders 

Government Affairs 
Vacant 
Contact Eben Ray 
503-508-1497 
 
Claims Committee 

 Larry Coons 

 Howard Conner 

 Clifford Boren 

 George Crutcher 
 
Events & Outings 
See Schedule of Events 
Calendar 
Howard Conner 
503-399-0292 
Connerh@centurylink.net 

 
Website 

 Boyd Puckett  

 Trudy Schrader 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Rick Stepper 
503-507-8844 
DancingDolphin@live.com 

 
You’re invited to include articles, 
classified ads, promotional notes, 
and/or advertisements.  Remember 
to have all newsletter material sent 
to me by the 25th of each month.  
Thanks! 

 
CONTACT Info for event 
leaders in this issue: 
 
Wes Jeffers — 971-563-5080 
 

Jim Perkey — 503-390-7327 

Metal Detecting Outing Fun 

Mr. Rich Angstrom with OCAPA will do a presenta-

tion during our March meeting. Mr. Angstrom is a 

professional Lobbyist for mining at the Oregon Capi-

tol and will give us great incite in how to proceed 

with protecting our mining interests. We need to all 

attend this meeting. Most of us do not feel compe-

tent to deal directly with these issues ourselves so 

let's find out how Mr. Angstrom can help us fight the 

good fight.   SEE YOU THERE!! 

Howard Conner  

 

PS   We, the WVM Members thank you, Howard, for arranging to 

have Mr. Angstrom be our speaker!  

Hello treasure hunters – What a good turn-

out for our first metal detecting outing. There 

were 15 eager souls at the park that day – 

finally.  

Unfortunately, there was a 

bit of a mix-up in there 

meeting area. Some were 

here and some were there 

but eventually everyone 

ended up at the same 

location.  

The weather co-operated 

nicely for February and of 

course the donuts were 

right tasty.  

I think most everyone found some coins – 

some more than others and as usual, the 

assortment of nuts, bolts, washers, pull tabs 

and bottle caps. One member actually found a 

French coin, which I think is probably very 

unusual. So, thanks to all of you for taking 

part in this outing. Hope you had fun and until 

next time, good hunting. — Jim Perkey 
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         Early heavy metal detectors handled by stout short men 

WVM’s Camp Flag Prototype 

March Guest Speaker 

 

Some of you may not know that there has been some past discussion and planning around hav-

ing an event flag, e.g., for our booths, camp outings and meetings, which has our logo in the field 

of the flag. 

We will have an artist’s rendition, by Dave Shelton, available to view and make any final changes 

and/or move to have it produced.  Dave is willing to charge only the costs and donate his labor. 

 

Modern light metal detectors 

handled by compact women 



Tom’s really wanting us to stand up and get more involved.  

Government affairs- Mike Hunter report-
ed that he had spent some time in the” 
war room “at the capital, he said it was a 
great learning experience. That day they 
were assigned to senate bill 208 which is 
a bill that will never have a chance of 
coming to an agreement, it reviews what 
has already been reviewed, and Mike 
feels it is a decoy bill for Bill 184.   

 

Tom and Mike met with Senator Edwards 
and tried to talk to him but they feel 
these bills are not going away, they may 
be able to be tweaked a little but proba-
bly not in our favor.  Kate Brown wants 
the 838 Moratorium on dredging.  They 
may be able to make an amendment to 
that and might bump it out to 2017 to 
give the committee more time, but that’s 
about it at this point.   

 

Tom, David and Mike said you need to 
make an appointment to see specific 
people if you are going to the capital to 
talk to them. Otherwise you may not get 
to see them.      

Tom also read a letter from a guy in Ari-
zona that made some good points about 
the Rineheart case.  Tom’s really wanting 
us to stand up and get more involved.  
There was some discussion of other ways 
to get all miners to join together.   

 

Chuck asked if it would help if we joined 
with some of the other mining clubs, 
David brought up that the stream savers 
have been working with OAM Oregon 
Association of Miners and contacting 
other groups to form a coalition.  

New Business:  It was brought up at the 
last meeting to join the OCAP as associ-
ate members so we could be in their 
communication loop.  

 

Tom Quintal suggested that we should 
use the funds from sale of our Briggs 
Creek claim to pay for an associate mem-
bership for five members so we would be 
able to use their lobbyist.   

There was motion to proceed by Howard 
and seconded by Karen that we proceed 
to do this, but then several people had 
questions and decided we needed to 
discuss this more, so Howard withdrew 
his motion until we can get more infor-
mation.  

David, and Jim will contact OCAP and 
make sure that if we become members 
that it will benefit us and not be a waste 
of money.   

 

Announcements:  Trevor said they are 
logging up at dry gulch and it is pretty 
messed up right now and there is a lot of 
traffic with the trucks, so if you plan on 
heading up that way to please be careful 
and watch out for logging trucks. 

 

 

Jim Perkey found some cool stuff at the RV 
Show called Rescue Tape, it costs $12.00 
a roll, it is a Silicon based stretch tape 
that can be used for water leaks on all 
kinds of water pipes, including radiator 
hoses, etc.  Google it or talk to Jim if you 
want more information. Sounds almost 
as good a duct tape. 

 

The Buzzard award: was passed on from 
Art Leppin, and presented to Amy Goulter-
Allen.  She will add something to him then 
give it to another deserving member next 
month. 

 

Adjourn at 8:49  
Submitted by Amy Goulter-Allen  
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Additional Minutes 

Faceted Oregon Sunstone  

Gold Crystals 



Willamette Valley Miners  

PO BOX 13044 

Salem OR  97309-1044 
 
 

 

Meetings Third Thursday of each Month 7:00 PM 
Marion County Fire Hall  

300 Cordon Rd NE, Salem, OR 

Willamette Valley Miners  

Our purpose is to keep alive the spirit 

and preserve the rights and privileges 

of all miners and prospectors, by edu-

cating and encouraging small-scale 

mining and helping establish a positive 

image of today’s mineral prospectors 

and miners. 


