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Next meeting 
July 21, 2005 

7:00 pm 
 

President’s Report 

Well there goes June – Poof! June was, however, pretty productive. I spent several days 
on the two Dad’s Creek Claims during the Miner’s Meadow Outing. Odell and Donna 
Dunn joined me on Saturday. We all found some pretty nice gold – some too big to suck 
up in the snuffer bottle! Remember there’s an outing on the two claims July 16 and 17. I 
plan to go down Thursday. Those who’ve called plan to meet and perhaps camp at the 
upper gravel pit (about 2 miles from the Cow Creek cutoff onto Dad’s Creek road. The 
pit area is large and the entire road is such that any size vehicle and/or camper would 
have no trouble getting there. It would be nice if those of us there would take a little 
time out and clear a couple trails down to the creek, especially on the lower (WVM#3) 
claim. 

The stream is prime for dredging. The water has begun to drop but a 2” or 3” would 
work. The Dunns and I just grubbed in the banks! Remember ODF&W’s recommended 
in-water-work time began July 1 for most streams. Of course, DEQ has not issued new 
dredging permits as of today so I would say; “carry on troup!” 

Hopefully those of you who are now actively seeking the yellow stuff will attend the 
July meeting and share your experiences and, perhaps, show us some of your good stuff. 
Till then, get wet, get tired, get rich!    Paul 

Outings/Events 
 
Everyone is out mining so there is nothing planned for this month. Grab a mining 
buddy and go find some gold to bring to the Aug. meeting for show and tell. 

  

Quartzville Miners Rendezvous 
 
There were 32 brave miners that made it up to camp for the club outing, with many 
others drifting in and out for the potluck on Sat. We did miss all the Linn County 
Miners that have always been there but did not show up this year. 
 Thanks to Don, Ruth and Linda Hammer for all the baked goodies they shared all 
weekend and the great turkey Don cooked up for the potluck. Thanks to Ray Porter for 
getting the meat and stuff and also a thank you to everyone that showed up and shared 
their great food. 
We did brave rain, thunder and lighting but also quite a bit of sunshine. Saturday it 
rained in the morning but the sun shone on us as we got our fill of good food and good 
company in the afternoon. There were 3 dredges in the water.  Don H. came up with a 
nugget and the others that were mining got some nice color. Ellen found a good spot for 
fishing and I think she got her fill of fish over the weekend. 
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Meeting Minutes 
Meeting Minutes 

June 16,2005 
                        Ken Haines, Secretary 

 

The June 16th, 2005 general meeting of the 
Willamette Valley Miners was called to order by 
President, Paul Messersmith, at 7:00 pm in the first 
floor meeting room of the Marion County Fire Hall, 
300 Cordon Road N.E. in Salem, Oregon. 
 
The minutes to the May meeting were passed out to 
each member in attendance, and a motion was 
passed to accept them as written. 
 
Treasurer, Diane Smith gave the financial report 
and updated the group on Don Smith’s progress 
following his recent illness.  For those not able to 
attend, Don is recovering very well and is now back 
to work.  Best wishes to Don and Diane. 
 
The attendance sheet was passed around and there 
were 32 members and 5 guests in attendance.  The 
Willamette Valley Miners now have 158 paid up 
members. 
 
President Paul is now down to the last 3 name 
badges that members ordered and have not picked 
up yet. Contact him if you have ordered but not 
received yours yet.  Name badges are $8.00 for 
those members that would like one. 
 
Art Arroyo was recognized for his courage after his 
May presentation on the role that the Bureau of 
Land Management plays with regards to handling 
mining claims and mining issues.  He heads up the 
department that deals with miners, claims and mines 
on BLM land. 
 
Tom Quintal’s report on government affairs 
included information on what the 700 dredge permit 
is shaping up to look like.  If you are a miner or a 
dredger, chances are that you will be sorely 
disappointed with the new permit that is taking 
shape. 
 
Dennis Butler reported on a successful trip to one of 
the new club claims on Dad’s creek.  He and Roy 
high banked a location on the claim and said that 
under a layer of blue clay in a cemented 
conglomerate, they found some nice color.  He 
passed around a sample vial which had some very 
nice gold from that trip.  Paul also has spent time 
prospecting the WVM #2 & WVM #3 club claims 
and has consistently found good color.   

 
Outing updates and changes were noted as follows:  
 
June 16th-19th Quartzville Miners Rendezvous, 
contact person Ray Porter 541 258 6158. 
 
July 2nd-5th Tom Quintal invite, Graves Creek, 
contact person Tom Quintal 503 371 9747. 
 
July 5th Metal detector outing has been cancelled. 
 
July 9th-10th Graves Creek outing has been 
cancelled. 
 
July 16th-17th Dads Creek outing, contact person 
Tom Quintal 503 371 9747. 
 
Brief reports were given on the last three club 
outings, Shady Cove, Vincent Creek, and WVM #1 
at Quartzville. 
 
If you enjoy prospecting, exploring, mining, rock 
hounding or just watching or visiting with friendly 
people with similar interests, get involved.  At each 
and every meeting there are opportunities to find 
mining buddies.  Many of the members are always 
looking for someone to prospect with. 
 
After a short break to visit, and purchase raffle 
tickets, the meeting continued with a brief question 
and answer time. 
 
Those in attendance were reminded that club hats 
and shirts are available.  Those interested should 
contact Shirley Garcia 503 588 0493. 
 
Please remember that the table raffles at each 
meeting are reliant upon the generous donations by 
members, please help contribute when possible. 
 
Each monthly meeting also is a new and fresh 
opportunity to win the gold nugget raffled at each 
meeting.  Bring money, buy tickets, support the 
organization with the proceeds of these raffles.  
 
Meeting Adjourned. Good Prospecting. 
 

Government Affairs update 
by Tom Quintal. 

 
ISSUES REGARDING THE PROPOSED 700-PM 
SUCTION DREDGE PERMIT 
  
 Reprinted from the Waldo News letter written by 
Tom Kitchar. 
  
PROPOSED TIMELINE: If the new 700-PM 
General Permit is approved by the EQC (on June 
23), then DEQ expects the new permit to be 
“effective” and available as early as July 1, 2005. If 



 
3 

this happens, DEQ plans to begin sending the 
permit applications to holders of the extended 
permit or to those with MAOs on July 1. DEQ 
expects to process as many as 1950 applications 
within the first 30 days. (NOTE: If the new permit 
goes into effect as of July 1, 2005, all of the 
Administratively Extended Permits (700-J) and all 
of the MAOs automatically become null and void 
on that same date (07/01/05)… and if DEQ waits to 
send out applications until after that date, then there 
obviously will be a period of time when no one will 
have a permit or MAO! This period is expected to 
be at least 1.5 weeks… and more like 2-3 weeks or 
more, depending on how fast DEQ mails the 
applications, how fast the miners get the 
applications, how fast the miners mail back the 
applications (with fees), how fast DEQ processes 
the applications, and how fast DEQ can get the 
permits out in the mail. 
 
EDITORIAL COMMENTS ON THE NEW 
PERMIT 
 
Since last September, miners from all over Oregon 
(and from outside Oregon) have been working, 
separately and together (in large and small groups 
and as individuals) in an attempt to get the “best” 
permit we could from DEQ (“best” meaning a 
permit that allowed what most of us consider to be 
normal operations…and yet be protective of the 
environment where needed).  
 
Along the way, doubts were raised concerning the 
legal need for a “National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System” (NPDES) Permit pursuant to 
the Clean Water Act. These doubts exist to this day. 
The new 700-PM General Permit will be an NPDES 
permit (just like the old 700-J permit). Legal action 
may be taken, by individual miners, and groups of 
miners, to test the legality of the NPDES 
requirement. 
  
(NOTE: Current Oregon law prohibits Application 
or Processing Fees for permits for suction dredges 
four inch and smaller. In order for DEQ to charge 
the proposed $25.00/yr. fee for all dredges, Oregon 
law must be amended. Legislation to allow these 
fees has been proposed by the House, where it has 
gone through at least one committee… and then 
apparently stalled. At the time of this writing, we 
have no idea if the proposed legislation will pass or 
not… and we may not know until this legislative 
session comes to a close. 
 

If you are a holder of the Administratively Extended 
Permit or have an MAO, eventually (maybe as early 
as 07/01) DEQ will be mailing you an application 
for the new permit. BEFORE you send them any 
money (fees), we highly advise you to check with 
DEQ, Waldo, or other mining organizations to find 
out if the legislation that allows the fees passed or 
not. If it didn’t pass, and you send them money, you 
may have a hard time getting your money back!) 
 

Letter written to EQC on new permit 
by Tom Kitchar 

 

June 27, 2005 
  
To:  Oregon Environmental Quality Commission 
c/o  Day Marshall 
  
From:  Tom Kitchar - Spokesman for 1,500 miners 
in Oregon 
  
RE:  New 700-PM Suction Dredge Mining 
Permit 
   
Day Marshall:  Please forward this message to the 
members of the EQC.  I realize that the comment 
period for this permit has long since expired, but I 
feel it is important for the EQC to know some of the 
facts regarding any support for the 700-PM Permit 
by members of the Oregon Mining Community. 
********************** 
  
Dear Environmental Quality Commission; 
  
At your meeting of June 23rd, 2005, one of the 
items on the agenda was the approval of the new 
DEQ 700-PM Suction Dredge Mining General 
Permit. 
  
I apologize for not attending, but I was lead to 
believe that there would be no opportunity to 
comment or to submit any testimony, and my 
presents would have required a 6 hour drive (one 
way) and loss of a day of work.  >From the reports I 
have seen of the meeting, I now deeply regret not 
attending. 
  
Several individuals that attended the meeting on the 
23rd informed me that DEQ (Scott Manzano), 
while presenting the permit to the Commission, or 
while answering questions from the Commission, 
may have lead the Commission to believe that 
this permit has the support of some 1,500 
Oregon miners.  
  
NOTHING  COULD  BE  FURTHER   
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FROM  THE  TRUTH ! 
  
BACKGROUND:  In August of 2004, ODEQ 
informed some individuals  in Oregon's mining 
community that they (DEQ) would be working on a 
new suction dredge mining permit, and that they 
expected to have a preliminary draft available in 
September ('04). 
  
At that time, representatives from many of Oregon's 
prospecting and mining organizations met, and 
decided to form a working group comprised of 
delegated representatives from their individual 
organizations for the purpose of working together to 
reach a consensus and help ensure that a fair and 
equitable permit was obtained.   
  
During the following 3+ months (Sept. thru Dec. 
'04), the "Miner's Permit Committee" (MPC) 
submitted comments on all four (4) preliminary 
drafts, and met with DEQ on at least two (2) 
separate occasions.  The MPC submitted comments 
when the Final Draft was released in late December 
'04.  A sub-group of the MPC met at least twice at 
the state capitol with DEQ and State legislators. 
  
The MPC is comprised of approximately 20 
individual delegated representatives from the 
following ten (10) Oregon mining organizations: 
  
BOHEMIA MINE OWNERS ASSOCIATION  
(BMOA) 
EASTERN OREGON MINING ASSOCIATION  
(EOMA) 
GOLD PROSPECTORS ASSOCIATION OF 
AMERICA  (GPAA) 
MILLENNIUM DIGGER'S 
MINERAL RESOURCES LEGAL FOUNDATION  
(MRLF) 
NORTH BEND CHAPTER GPAA 
NORTHWEST MINERAL PROSPECTORS  
(NWMP) 
SOUTHWEST OREGON MINING 
ASSOCIATION  (SWOMA) 
WALDO MINING DISTRICT  (WMD) 
WILLAMETTE VALLEY MINERS  (WVM) 
  
The combined membership of all ten 
organizations totals over 1,500 individual miners 
and prospectors.  This is the "1,500 Miners" 
referred to by DEQ at the EQC meeting on June 
23rd, 2005.  (NOTE:  In no way does the MPC 
speak for or represent "all" the suction dredge 
miners of Oregon.)  

By unanimous decision by the MPC, Waldo Mining 
District President, Tom Kitchar, was chosen to act 
as Spokesman for the Committee. 
  
****************************** 
As Spokesman for the MPC, I, Tom Kitchar, do 
represent and speak for the individual members of 
the MPC, and through them, the total memberships 
of the represented organizations.   
  
As Spokesman for the MPC, I want to go on record 
that the "1,500 Miners" referred to by DEQ 
absolutely have not and DO NOT support, or agree 
with in any way the new 700-PM permit.  In fact, an 
examination of our comments on the four (4) 
preliminary drafts and the Final Draft will show we 
have never supported or agreed to anything 
proposed by DEQ in relation to the new permit.  
(NOTE:  During our meetings with DEQ, we were 
sometimes offered a choice regarding a certain 
issue, such as:  "Would we rather have all dredgers 
pay equally for the permit, or do we want higher 
fees for non-Oregon residents?"  The fact that we 
then made a choice (equal fees for everyone) does 
not in any way suggest we agreed that a fee of any 
kind was wanted or desired (or agreed to).  That 
DEQ would construe this as "supporting the permit" 
is highly deceptive and totally incorrect.)  
  
From the first preliminary draft, we questioned 
DEQ's authority, the requirement for a "NPDES" 
permit, the fees, the fines, the lack of science, along 
with every single restriction.  In most cases, DEQ 
never responded with anything close to science, 
law, or a satisfactory answer. 
  
Rather than support the new permit, it is highly 
likely that the "1,500 Miners" will file an appeal or 
suit to stop this travesty of justice. 
  
(NOTE:  It should be noted that the drafting of this 
permit was forced upon DEQ by threats of a lawsuit 
by environmental organizations (i.e.; the Northwest 
Environmental Defense Center (NEDC), the 
Siskiyou Regional Education Project (SREP), and 
others) who's goals are not to protect the 
environment but rather to prohibit mining (A 
prohibition on mining would in effect close the 
"Public  Lands" (USDA Forest Service and BLM 
managed lands)to the "Public" in that the U.S. 
Mining Laws are the last laws granting a statutory 
right (to anyone) to enter the public domain.  
Remove the land from Mineral Entry and the land is 
no longer considered "Public Domain" but rather 
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"Federally Administrated Lands"... or in other 
words, The King's Forest.   
  

 

By causing a prohibitively restrictive suction dredge 
mining permit, the environmental organizations 
hope to destroy Oregon's suction dredge mining 
industry (which contributes in excess of 
$10,000,000 annually to Oregon's economy... 
removes toxic pollutants such as lead & mercury... 
and by-the-way also enhances aquatic habitat for 
years to come) because well over 90% of Oregon's 
miners mine with suction dredges.  Stop suction 
dredging and you stop most mining in Oregon.  
Stopping most of the mining makes it much easier 
(mostly due to abandoned mining claims) to 
eventually remove the land from Mineral Entry 
under the Mining Laws. This is the long-term goal 
of most 'so-called" environmental organizations... 
the total lock-up of all land where only the 
privileged few (the environmentalists) are allowed 
to enter.) 
  
****************************** 
RECOMMENDATION/REQUEST:   
  
I, Tom Kitchar, Spokesman for the Miner's Permit 
Committee and speaking for approximately 1,500 
Oregon Miners, do hereby respectfully request that 
the Oregon Environmental Quality Commission 
take action to at least temporarily rescind the 
approval of the 700-PM General Permit (before the 
Permit is issued on July 1, 2005) until such a time 
that an investigative hearing can be scheduled to 
bring the true facts to light.  At a minimum, 
personnel from DEQ, NEDC, SREP, the mining 
community, and any other interested parties should 
be allowed to give testimony and comment to the 
Commission.  Such a hearing should minimally 
investigate DEQ's authority, the need for a 
"NPDES" permit, and the science (or lack of) used 
to base all restrictions on. 
  
On behalf of the Miner's Permit Committee and 
over 1,500 Oregon Miners, I thank the Commission 
for the consideration of my comments and request.  
Please feel free to contact me if I can provide any 
further information or assistance. 
 
From Scott Manzano to Tom Kitchar 

 

Last Friday, DEQ sent out letters to those that had 
the expired 700-J, and a new application to those 
that had the MAO.  The 700-J folks need to send us 

the letter back with the fee, and the MAO folks 
need to send us a complete application with the fee.  
We will then process the letters and the 
applications, and expect to start sending the permits 
out in the next day or two. 
  
The permit and rule was officially filed with the 
Secretary of State's office last Friday, and Lauri 
Aunan signed the permit this morning.  The permit 
is good until June 30, 2010. 
  
Feel free to give me a call if you have any questions 
at 503 229-5185. 
 
A few years ago the club held a writing contest, 
and I thought I would print the story’s that were 
in the contest when there was room in the news 
letter. This one came with a nice picture of all 
the people in the story but it would not copy. 

 

Seven and One 
By Weslee H. Jeffers 

 
ONCE upon a time in a far away land, there was a 
valley where seven miners lived. One was Clarence 
who looked like a Doc. Then there was Trudy who 
was Grumpy all the time, Gary who was just plain 
Happy and Kathy who always seemed a little 
Sleepy. There also was Tom who was Sneezy, Wes 
who was Bashful and Tim - who was a little Dopey 
most of the time. 
The miners had a mine up the hill and deep into the 
woods. They called it “Seven and One Mine.” 
Every morning the seven miners would leave the 
little cottage they lived in to go to work. As they 
walked, they would sing, “Heigh - Ho, Heigh - Ho, 
it’s off to work we go to find some Gold.” 
At the mine, Torn would drill the holes with his big 
steel bar named Bertha. Then Tim would set the 
charges of dynamite, light the fuses and yell, “FIRE 
IN THE HOLE - YA HOO!” Then he’d run like 
crazy. After the dust cleared, Clarence, Trudy, Wes 
and even Kathy would clean up the mess. 
Near by in the valley below was a small town. In 
the town was a saloon named, “The Palace.” This is 
where Connie worked. She had skin as white as 
snow, and could talk a man out of his gold faster 
than anyone! This started settin’ everyone against 
her, especially the womenfolk. So when Don, the 
sheriff, left town on business, the townfolk took 
advantage. They hired Mary, the local woodsman, 
to take Connie far away and get rid of her; one way 
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or another! So Mary took Connie deep into the 
woods, but just could’nt go through with it. Instead, 
she turned Connie loose and said, “I could never do 
you no harm - so go far away and never come 
back!” 
So Connie fled deeper into the woods. She ran on 
and on until at last she could go no further and fell 
wearily to the ground. Looking up, she saw a little 
cottage. Dazed, she managed to make her way to it. 
When she peeked inside, what an untidy sight met 
her eyes indeed. The sink was piled with dirty 
dishes, and everthing was blanketed with a layer of 
dust and shiny yellow rocks that looked like gold. 
She didn’t think that could be though, because they 
were just too big - of course she’d only seen coin or 
flower gold. Putting her mind off the yellow rocks, 
she turned back to how dirty the place was and 
started cleaning. Connie cleaned and cleaned until 
the cottage was spic-and-span. She was so tired by 
the time she finished, she decided to rest awhile. 
Finding a bed, she layed down to rest her eyes for 
just a moment, but fell deeply asleep. 
When the sheriff returned to the boarding house 
where he lived, Verna, the Inn keeper, told him 
what the townfolk had done to Connie. Don  
always cared deeply for her, so this really upset him 
and he knew he had to go after her. 

Meanwhile, the seven miners were bagging up all 
the gold they’d mined that day and loaded it up on 
their mule named Nugget. On the way home they 
sang their song, “Heigh-Ho, Heigh-Ho, it’s home 
from work we go.. .carrying our bags of gold.” 

When the miners got back to their cottage, they 
were amazed to find the place so neat and clean. 
Then Trudy yelled, “Who did this and where’s our 
gold?” “Don’t worry,” replied Clarence, “it’s over 
here in the corner.” Then Kathy said, “Someone’s 
sleeping in my bed!” Connie awoke to find seven 
miners starring at her. When she told them the tale 
of what bad happened to her, Gary said maybe she 
should stay with them. “We’re askin’ for trouble,” 
Trudy huffed. “But we can’t just let her go off into 
the woods and get lost - or worse!” replied 
Clarence. The others all agreed, and decided to let 
her stay. “Maybe she could do the cookin’ since 
she’s here,” suggested Kathy. And Connie agreed. 

“Supper’s not quite ready,” Connie said; who was 
very pleased to have been asked to stay. “You’ll just 
have time to wash.” “WASH?” cried all the miners. 
They’d almost forgotten what the word mean’t, but 
figured it was the least they could do. So, soon they 

were all scrubbed clean - even Trudy. Then after 
they’d eaten, Connie and the miners sang and 
danced all night long. 

The next morning, Don rode up to see if the miners 
had seen a woman with skin “as white as snow.”  

While the miners were all staring at each other, 
trying to decide whether to tell him she was there or 
not, out walked Connie who excitedly said, “Hi 
Sheriff!” The miners didn’t know that Connie bad 
always cared deeply for Don, too. Don was so 
happy to see her, that he jumped off his horse and 
ran to her saying, “Fm so glad you’re OK, and I 
want you to come back and stay with me as my 
wife. We could live here, or anywhere, because I 
love you.” Then Connie replied, “YES, because you 
are my Prince.” 

The miners were so happy, they gave Connie and 
Don some of their gold to start their new life 
together. And so the couple rode off with the gold 
and.. 

LIVED HAPPILY EVER AFTER 

The story you have just read is true, the names have 
been changed to protect the almost innocent. 

 

Graves Creek Outing 
Report for the Graves Creek outing on the 160 acre 
claim of Tom Quintal, Louie Frick and associated 
owners. 
  
The July 2, 3, and 4th Grave's Creek 
outing included 9 WVM members and one out of 
state guest from Minnesota.  The water level was 
sufficient to run 3 and 4 inch dredges.  We had 4 
gold dredges operating of various sizes and one 
panning machine.  Most of the dredging done on the 
160 acre claim was near the middle and lower end.  
Those that were able to dredge to bedrock recovered 
some nice size pieces and reasonable quantity.  A 
few of the members went on extensive ATV 
explorations in the surrounding mountains and had 
a good time.  The weather was sunny and the 
camping was excellent.  Louie and I really 
appreciated those who took the time to participate 
in this outing and help us locate some of the gold 
deposits on this large claim. 
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