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The March meeting is going to be very busy. We will start a few minutes early at 6:45
and do business right off the bat so we can turn the floor over to our guest speaker,
Dave McCracken. He will be sharing information on prospecting methods and
techniques as well as some of his adventures around the world.
On February 21st we had a great metal detector outing, which Clarence Janzen arranged
for us at Gunthrie Park. Information on the outing and the park are enclosed. Thanks
again Clarence. It was a lot of fun.
See you there and at the meeting.

Outings/Events
March 13-14 GPAA show March 13-14 at the Salem Fairgrounds 10am – 5pm
both days.
March 18th Club meeting with Dave McCracken (business meeting at 6:45)
March 27th WVM#1 Cleanup (snow level permitting 2,200 ft) meet at
Miner’s Meadow by 10am, bring ax, shovel, chainsaw, brush nippers,
lunch, and plenty of energy. Dress warm. Don Hammer contact person.
April 10 & 11 Beverly Beach outing, meet 1/3 mile north of park beach access at
small creek You can either walk up the beach or park by highway and
walk trail (last portion is steep) also watch tide table. Don’t go down at
high tide. If you walk the beach, this area is full of Oregon agates.
April 16th through the 18th Rickreall Rock and Gem Show We need help for all days
and times. We will have a sign up list at the next meeting. Please sign up
to help.
Gunthrie Park outing
17 members showed up for the metal detector outing at.
Earl Plummer, a new member and also new to metal detecting found an 1899 V nickel
where quite a few of the Detectorist’s had gone over before. I guess that shows, you can
never find it all. There were many square nails, buttons, bottles, old school desk parts,
horse shoe, coins and quite a bit of trash found. Will W. found a pin pointer is a good
tool to have when you can’t dig any deeper with out a backhoe.

Meeting Minutes

February 19, 2004
Juel Russell, Secretary
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Meeting attendance sign-up sheet was circulated. There were 33 people present.
The newsletter has been delayed due to the copier being broken. It will be mailed this week.
Because of the delayed newsletter, Mary moved that we approve the January minutes with the February
minutes at the next meeting. Seconded and approved.
Treasurer’s Report – beginning balance of $3,162.38 and ending balance of $3,186.59.
Our current large raffle item is a cooking rack donated by Dale Russell. After some discussion, Mary
moved that we sell tickets for $1 a piece and draw for the winner once we have sold $35 worth of
tickets. Wes seconded and the motion passed. Further discussion was held on future raffle items. The
events committee suggested that we should raffle smaller items that won’t take so long to move,
therefore having higher turnover and hopefully drawing more interest. These could include mining kits,
metal detector, sluice box, lanterns, etc. Dale and Gary are going to work on getting these items.
The Outings Committee reported that there will be a metal detecting outing Saturday at Gunthrie Park
near Dallas. Also we have reserved Miner’s Meadow for June 24-27 with Linn County Miners and for
September 17-19.
The Events Committee reported that the GPAA show is March 13-14 at the fairgrounds. If our club
helps with setup on March 12, we will get the booth for free. Setup is from 8am till noon. The show is
Saturday and Sunday from 10-5pm. A signup sheet was passed around. Sunday we also need help
taking things down. We will be selling bags of sand/gold for $2 each. There will be a coin drop as well
as a raffle for a $5 gold piece donated by Ken Haines. We will also sell rocks with miniature miners
provided by Dale.
Gary announced that Saturday and Sunday at the GPAA show there will be treasure hunts with metal
detectors. People interested need to register by contacting Bernard Grabowski at 916-635-6854 or
online at www.amdaonline.net. Entry fees apply.
Tom reported on the State Parks meeting and scenic waterways. He has talked with State Parks about
streamlining permits and posting restrictions in the parks. All are encouraged to get involved.
The copier is being moved on Saturday. Help is needed to load and unload. It will go to Wayne’s for
needed repair and eventually to Dale’s. A comment was made that next time there is a problem, the
newsletter needs to be taken to Kinko’s so it is mailed on time.
Dale brought to our attention that Oregon State Parks is planning to close 50 miles of beach to preserve
the threatened Snowy Plover bird. The public only has until tomorrow to respond. Dale urged strongly
that everyone call the State Parks office tomorrow and express opposition to the plan. These are our
lands and we need to get involved or loose them. There was a public hearing on the subject on January
28 but only 8 people showed up, one identified as a miner. Tom gave some phone numbers to call.
Mary reported that Trooper Craig Ball talked at the last State Parks meeting. He is the State Trooper
who patrols the Little North Fork. Mary requested we invite him to our Shady Cove outing and maybe
send him a newsletter. Wes suggested that the outing, which is on May 8, also include a potluck. It was
agreed upon.
We have a cleanup scheduled on March 27 at WVM#1. Don is the contact person and he reports we
may not be able to get in if the snow is too deep. We should know by the next meeting.
Gary asked if there was more information on the Little North Fork area cleanup. Dale reported he had
no new information but would try to find out.
We have received our invitation to the Rickreall River of Gems Show in April. We need to let them
know if anyone will be camping. No one said yes. Do we want to set up a display case? It was decided
we do. Diane agreed to be in charge of setting it up.
After a break, Ed talked about Opal cutting. Diane and Don showed some of the jewelry they make.
The meeting was turned over to Wes for the raffle.

Gunthrie Park Community Center Biography
To tell the story of Gunthrie Park it is important to start by giving some historical background. Historical
information was provided by Polk County historian, Arlie Holt.
David Gunthrie was a carpenter, born in Missouri. In May of 1846, at the age of 22, he started for Oregon.
David was among many who were persuaded to take the newly explored wagon trail which winded its way
through the rugged mountains of southern Oregonm which in time came to be called the Applegate cut-off.
David arrived in this valley, on the Big Luckiamute, late in December. It was there that he took his first land
claim, but he did not settle there. Being young and single, he continued to seek adventure. He was a Private in
the Cayuse Indian war and after that he went in search of gold to Sutter’s Fort, California. David was quite
successful there and came back to Region with $3,000. A tidy sum for those times, it enabled David to look
around for the land of his choice. This valley was his chosen spot and he bought the rights to a 640 acre land
claim. There he built a beautiful home on what is now Cooper Hollow road.
David became a leader in agricultural development and was involved in county development. He raised prized
sheep and mohair goats, developed hop yards and had a large peach orchard near Salem. But it was his interest
in the young and in their education that he should be best remembered.
His Cooper Hollow home was located 4 miles north of the Waymire log cabin school (currently known as
Bridgeport School), and 4 miles south of Cybthian (now Dallas). His first 3 children made the trip to the Dallas
school by horseback, braving the storms and muddy roads. David’s first wife Mary Ellen Davidson, died in
1860. Eight years later he married Martha Miller and had 7 more children. He did not want these children, or
their neighbor friends, to suffer the difficulties that his 3 older children did. So he took matters into his own
hands by hiring a teacher to teach private school at his house. After one year, he drew up a petition that he
circulated to neighbors. He was able to get enough signatures to secure a grant by the school superintendent,
thereby forming the Gunthrie school district in 1885. David donated one acre of land, built a schoolhouse, dug
a well and surrounded the place with a good fence. He furnished nearly all the money to cover the expenses,
paying in all an estimated $200.
By 1910, the first Gunthrie school became a fire hazard and the cross lighting in the school was considered
harmful to the vision of the students. A new school was decided on and completed in the spring of 1912. David
outlived the first school and died just under the age of 90, on March 15, 1914.
In 1913, the school’s teacher, Mrs. Audie Stone, thought the children should have a play shed. She organized
the talent of the community and had plays, musical events and pies socials. Mrs. Stone used the money raised
from the events to buy lumber for the play shed. In the spirit of Mrs. Stone’s unselfishness, considerable
amounts of lumber were donated and most of the men in the community got together to build the shed. In
1940, the play shed gave way to a gymnasium.
The second school house was either torn down or burned down (conflicting stories) and the gymnasium
became the school house. The school closed in June of 1960 and the land reverted back to David Gunthrie’s
heirs.
The land was donated to the county by David’s daughter Lillie Mae Whiteside. For the next 27 years the
county rented the “hall” to the public for private events. That is how Sally Clark (manager of the Gunthrie Park
Community Center organization) became acquainted with Gunthrie. In the spring of 1987, several of
Sally’sfriends rented the hall as a place to dance and play music. Sally became enchanted with the spirit of
Gunthrie and envisioned a place for the community to gather and socialize. In the fall of 1987, the cunty had
put Gunthrie “Hall,” and an acre of surrounding land, up for public auction. Sally saw an opportunity to make

her visions transpire. She pursued the purchase of Gunthrie and won auction. Sally had read that David’s
daughter had wished the land to be a county park. Therefore, in honor of the family, she named the place
Gunthrie Park. “Community Center” was later added to help clarify misconceptions as to what Gunthrie Park
really was. Within a couple of years Gunthrie Park became a non-profit organization.
The purpose of the organization is to promote cultural events such as music, art, and dancing and to also
provide a place for the community to gather and socialize.
Some of the ongoing events include: Weekly Friday night acoustic music jam sessions, monthly Gospel Jam
sessions, Sounds of Christmas, and Vintage Dances.
Gunthrie Park is available to rent for weddings, receptions, reunions, meetings, fundraisers, etc. Call for more
information. 503-623-0874.

Public Comments will be accepted through March
18, Send e-mails to OSMP.HCP@state.or.us
This article was in todays Statesman Journal paper
Plan needed to save endangered birds
A proposal would limit activity on beaches where snowy plovers live.
March 1, 2004
A small, skittish shorebird is no match for Oregonians who love to hike, play with dogs, fly kites
and ride horses on the state’s wide-open beaches. A plan by the Oregon Parks and Recreation
Department would give the birds a fighting chance to survive.
Only 100 adult western snowy plovers make their home on Oregon beaches, down from about
300 birds three decades ago. Unless humans change activities that disrupt the plovers’ nesting,
one more species could become a distant memory.
A draft plan suggests restricting human activities during nesting season on about 32 miles of
beaches where plovers live. Additional restrictions would be phased in on 25 more miles of
beaches that could offer attractive habitat to plovers, though the birds don’t live there now.
The beaches in question are mostly on the south coast, from Florence to Port Orford, and on the
north, around Tillamook and Seaside. The majority of the state’s 230 miles of beach, including
those closest to the Mid-Valley, would face no restrictions.
The new rules are needed because state and federal laws protect the western snowy plover as
an endangered species. If the birds’ numbers slip further, authorities could step in suddenly with
more drastic measures, such as closing beaches entirely.
The Parks and Recreation plan offers a moderate path. It restricts some activities during some
months on some beaches. Coastal communities and property owners will at least know what the
rules are so they can plan accordingly.
Those who agree or disagree should comment on the plan by March 18, while there still is time to
influence it.
Oregonians are used to enjoying the state’s sandy beaches with few “don’ts.” Some people might
balk at being directed to walk only on wet beaches when nesting plovers are nearby or to get a
permit to camp on beaches where plovers might be living.
However, we go to the coast to enjoy the wildness of nature. When our presence threatens what
we came to see, we humans must have the good sense to step back, live and let live.

Fairbanks, Alaska
March 4, 2004
Greetings from the far north of Alaska!
Hi Everyone!
Just a few of you "know" me, and THANKS to TRUDY and GARY SCHRADER who paid my dues I
am still among all of you even though I only know a few of you. I am glad to see the club growing,
and as always I see where more are volunteering to help out which is good, there can never be
enough "gofers" in a club. I have lived here in Alaska now for 8 years and it is "paradise" compared
to any other place I have ever lived. Oregon is my own home state too and I love my home state,
but sometimes we need a change of course in our life when it reaches the golden years and Alaska
was mine. I am still working at the Gold Dredge No 8 in Fox Alaska which is 10 miles from
Fairbanks. Have been there for 8 seasons now, and it is a fun job, where around the last working
dredge a small area was created to offer our guests who come north a special place to see how
things were done in the old days of mining.. The property is still rich in ore and during a season we
are known to serve over 60,000 guests who come from all over the world. In my spare time I of
course am a prospector still searching for the mother lode, but I really "think" I found it when I just
came north as it has been one adventure after another since I arrived! So maybe one day if I ever
get to the lower forty eight I will stop in for a visit to the club and make myself know. If anyone
would like to know anything about Alaska feel free to write to me and I will help all I can. I DO have
some nice places to go for my own gold when I get a chance!
Yours for nuggets! ARCTIC ANGEL Yvonne Newman
930 4th Ave Fairbanks, AK 99701
arctiang@mosquitonet.com
(907) 456-4910

Bad Soil *
Here is a list of the items in the soil that will diminish the depth of penetration of a metal detector.
Magnetic susceptibility is the degree of magnetization of a material to a magnetic field. When
these items are magnetized they are the ground noise that must be overcome to “hear” targets.
Rocks………………………Magnetic
Susceptibility
Salt………………………….0 - 0.001
Slate………………………...0.- 0.002
Limestone…………………..0.00001 0.0001
Granulite……………………0.0001 - 0.05
Rhyolite…………………….0.00025 0.001
Greenstone………………….0.0005 0.0001

Basalt………………………..0.001 - 0 0.1
Gabbro………………………0.001 - 0.1
Dolerite………………………0.01- 0.15
Minerals
Pyrite…………………………0.0001 - .005
Hematite………………………0.001 –
0.0001
Pyrrohotite……………………0.001 – 1.0
Chromite………………………0.0075 –
1.5
Magnetite……………………...0.1 – 20.0

These rocks and minerals act like tiny targets that that disrupt the balance between the TX and RX
coils. We hear this in the audio as ground noise. They also warp the magnetic field from the coil.
*Information gleaned from the Internet
Cliff’s Discount Detectors, 4934 Center St. NE, Salem, Oregon, 97301 ph. 503-581-3395

This is information on the Federal Recreation Pass Programs we talked about last meeting. These can
not be used for State Parks.

A UNIQUE PROSPECTING METHOD ANTHILLS
By Dr. Ralph E. Pray

My First Anthill
In 1948,I lived alone in the Cerrillos Mountains south of Santa Fe, New Mexico, at the Tom Payne
Mine. When lead and zinc metal prices suddenly took a nosedive, our ore and concentrate shipments
from the Payne to the ASARCO smelter in El Paso barely paid the rail freight. I went broke. Couldn't
even get a haircut. My isolated cabin wasn't far from New Mexico's famous old turquoise diggings.
Although it was a waste of time fooling around in the ancient Indian mines, I tried prospecting
outcrops in the area. Nothing.
The Pueblo Indians living along the Rio Grande south of Santa Fe had chipped turquoise from the
Chalchihuiti Mine for over a thousand years, until perhaps 1700. A newcomer could hardly be
expected to discover a vein of sky-blue stone beneath the Indians' abandoned sites, not unless the new
guy tried something different and got very lucky.
There were anthills near old workings. Ants are known to bring grains of rock up to the surface. So, I
got down on my hands and knees to look for blue specks in nearby ant hills. Within thirty minutes I
spotted tiny blue grains in one deserted cone-shaped mound about eight inches high. I dug a pit down
through the mound. A thin vein of solid turquoise opened up a few feet down. That was the Tedi
Mine, named later for my girlfriend in town. It wasn't the best blue stone, not at that shallow depth,
but it got better as I went deeper. I staked the claim with my 38 Smith & Wesson.
I traded the easily-polished portion of my freshly-mined turquoise for Navajo rugs with enterprising
Indians on the Santo Domingo reservation. The Pueblo necklace-makers soaked the rounded paleblue chips in urine to deepen the color. Weak ammonia can react on copper in turquoise to turn it
bright blue. Poorly-informed tourists bought this jewelry to wear around the neck, next to their skin.
My high-grade stone was the only new Cerrillos turquoise Santa Fe's shops had seen in over forty
years. Lapidarists and silversmiths came on board my little Cerrillos Turquoise Company. Bob
Castner, State Auditor of New Mexico, set the first cabochon of turquoise from the Tedi Mine in his
Elks Lodge ring. I'm still wearing an enchanted stone I pried from beneath that anthill fifty-five years
ago. Sky-blue Tedi turquoise, with its dark- brown matrix, brought premium prices. I got a haircut.
This unique prospecting method is very different from the list of everyday approaches aimed at
looking for a mineral occurrence. The normal search in the field involves outcrop sampling, float
examination, the search of old workings, and tracing known faults. Where valuable minerals lie
completely covered by overburden there is little chance of discovery using only these standard visual
practices. A unique method is needed.
Other Anthills
W.F. West, manager of the Leopard Mine, Zimbabwe, following assay results of 0.1 ounce per ton
gold in ant heaps built up on overburden Kalahari sand, proposed an anthill prospecting theory in
1965. The hills were over blind fissures containing payable orebodies being mined at the time. The
insects in West's area mined passages down to water, carrying the debris back up to the surface. The
water table was at 180 feet. These termites had built mounds reaching heights of four feet. Kalahari
sand covers much of south-central and southern Africa, effectively concealing outcrops. Thus the
work of the termite field assistants was of great value in mineral exploration. This is not an isolated
happening.

The Vila Manica copper deposit in Mozambique is covered by sand to a depth of 45 feet in places.
Insect mounds above the ore vein in intrusive serpentine were found (1973) to contain anomalous
concentrations of nickel and copper. The name of the insect field assistant is Macrotermitidae.
A.J. Johnson, editor of Chamber of Mines Journal (Zimbabwe), had this to say in a 1982 personal
letter to Professor Robert R. Brooks at Massey University in New Zealand: "Just before the past
conflict brought prospecting to a close, a gold mine did come into operation based on information
supplied by anthills. That mine is still in operation and is suitably named "Termite Mine."
My Last Anthill
A small hardrock gold show on the Blair Brothers Ranch, near Mitchell Caverns State Park in San
Bemardino County, California, had one anthill near the vein and a number of them scattered nearby.
These were not your regular pick and shovel underground workers. These ants seemed to have drills,
jaw crushers and no close friends. A bite was painful. In a flurry of optimism, while explorationdrilling the property, we sampled a dozen anthills for fire assay. There were wells down to water
several hundred feet nearby, but I'm sure the ants needed to go only ten or twenty feet to find enough
year-round moisture to suit their needs. Forty years after my anthill success in New Mexico, this one
was a bust. The anthill fire assay results were all the same - nil.
Why Ants Prospect
No ant goes underground looking for rich ore. They're too busy. They couldn't care less about
minerals, other than the ease of burrowing through them. Water is the target and the quickest way to
it is down cracked fault planes, through soft slickensides and along talc-coated vein walls. They chew
their way into the easy stuff and carry it to the surface. Ants and termites operate above the water
table, in the oxidized zone, where rock alteration has led to softening. They don't actually fracture
quartz with their clasping jaws. Natural freeze-thaw cycles, earthquakes, and other invasive events
crack vein material over geological eons, permitting the ant to pick up broken pieces from the mother
rock.
For the modem human prospector, what could be simpler than the examination of recent anthills in
old mining districts? One has to simply scoop up the fine-grained sample and pan it for heavies. If
anything is left after taking out the magnetics further attention may be warranted.
There's a name for this anthill business. It's new, nothing any mining school ever heard of in the old
days. The study of insects and animals as they react with their mineral environment is called
geozoology.
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